By BETTY PLUMMER
INTRODUCTION

As the one hundred sicly-
fourth anniversary of Texas’
Independence  approaches, it
seems quite fitting that tri-
hute be paid to individual Tex-
ans -- those who gave of their
efforls, energies, and llwes
during the early days'inTexas,
We capnot repay them, inkind,
We can remember their names
and deeds,

A distinct parallel exisis
between the history of Texas
and the history of Brenham;
for the builders of Brenham
are, In peality, the buildars
of Tewas, It is tothese many
sung and unsung heroes this
story 1s dedicatad,

The story of Brenham, the
fown, strives to recreale the
atmosphere of Texas durlng
pericrs bafore the creation of
the town, as well as after iis
development. This history is
primarily concerned withpao-
ple who setiled the lands, built
the town, and sustalped s
prowtl, The peopleare the
nistary: the historical [acts
are relevant because of the
people,

Richard Fox Brenham's st-
ory 15 based onhislife, deeds,
and most inferesting family.
He is one of the early patriols
who gave 5o much 1o Texas,
and who dessrves fo be rems-
ambered by 50 many;

Most names and facts pre-
canted. are based, primarily,
on the records of the Clty of
Brenham, Washington County,
Texzs and Spanish Archives,
interviews with residents, and
memoirs of former résidents,
Geperal information is de-
rived from source books rela-
{ing 1o Texas history.

It is the sincere wish of
the author thal mmes appea-
ring in the history be remem-
bered as those belonging to
men and women who felt the
eourage of their convictions
gtranply enough o perserv-
are; aml, in so0 doing bullt a
Tow I, & Rﬂpr.llutir., and o State,

(CHAPTER )
Tand of Texas Founders

Few clties -~ still Mourish-
ing sinee the days of the Re-
piblic == have so colorful a
heritage as Brenham, Located
in the heart of the Staphen F,

Austin colony, many firstset-
flers of Texas are numbered
among the early settlers of
Brenham, Into this area, atan
garly date, came the bulld-
ers of Texas: and, here boill
{heir first homes, . . the Aus-
tin eolonists, soldiars of the
Texas Army, early religlous
leaders andeducators, states-
men of the Republie, and la-
ter Immigrants who brought
Old World traditions fo the
State of Texas,

Brenham slands upon the
lands of Texas' founders, Ev-
en {he name itsalf typifies the
courageous and dedicated type
of Texan who chose o live
among the t(ranquil, rolling
hills of Brenham. To this
Mecea In the Texas wilder-
ness came men whosSe names
il deads are legend. Within
a twelve mile cirele of Bren-
ham ones 1ived, or labored,
such notable personalities as

*Dr, Richard Fox Bren-
tam, frontler dactor who sac-
rificed his 1ife for the Repiib-
1 of Texas

*OWilliam Barrett Travis,
commander of the Alamo; his
san, Charles Edward Travis,
and his daughter Susan Tra-
vis Grisselt

% Moses Austin Bryan, gr-
andson of Moses Austin, and
the young boy who translated
Geperal Santa Anna's surren-
der speech, followlng the Bat-
tle of San Jacinto

* Nestor and Tacitus Clay,
nephews of the great Kentucky
slatesman Henry Clay, andst-
atesmen-scholars Intheirown
rights

* Marcus Amsler, a native
of Switzerland, who came with
the [lrst German seltlement
in Texas.

*James L. Dallas, nephew
ol Viee-President of the Uni-
ted ates, George R, Dallas

* Henry Lee Graves, first
presidant of Baylor Cul!ege

* David Avers, dedicated
layman who brough! the first
conslznment of Bibles intothe
Mexlean-controlled slate of
Texas

*Cideon Lincecim, early
Texas practioneer of both
English and Indian healthing
mathods

¥ Judge Abper S, Lipscomb,
one of the frst Chief Justices
af the suprema Courtof Texas

*Horatln Chriesman, Sur-
veyor-genaral for the Elaphen
F, Austin eolot ' =
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* James G, Swisher, signer
of the Texas Declaration of
Independence,

* R. B. Wells, first publish-
er of the Christian Advonste,
(published now as the “The

5ERIES.

Frenchmen were noi o be
outdone by their Spanish eng-
mies: so, in 1634, the noble-
man explorer La Salle was
dispatched 1o the New Waorld
for the purpose of establish-
ing a colony in the Texas

territary. After building Fort
St. Louis, near Malagorda, La
Salle moved inland. Three
years of map making and ex-
ploration merited La Salle
only a bullet in the head, the
result of arguments over sp-
oiled corn and buffalo meat.
During the course of his wan-
derings, La Salle explored
within a few miles of the fi-
ture townsite of Brenham,
Maps made by La Salle show
waterways identiflable asNew
Year's Creek, located just
outside Branham's Hmits, and

Texas Methodist).

* Thomas Alfleck, noted
garly Texas horticulturisi -
author-planter

* Captain Leander
Nelley, Texas Ranger
tamed the Nueces sirip

* Reverend Homer Thrall,
early Methodist preacher -
guthor and historian of both
rellgion and Texas

* Edward Fontaine, early
tegeher - preacher, and great
-grandson of Palrick Heory

* Miss Lydia McHenry, sch-
ool-mistress of the early
Montville Boarding Sehool, 1o-
cated near Bremham in 1835-
a6

¥ Raverend hobert Alexan-
der, one of the first Metho-
dist missionaries %o arrive
in the Texas ferritory west
of the Brazos

* Judge Wiliamson 8, Old-
ham, Texas Senatar fo the
Confederate Congress during
the War Between the Slates
*George Washington Barnett,
sipner of the Texas Declari-
tion of Independence

*Judge John P, Coles, first
Alealde of fhe Austin colony,
and persomal advisor fo the
Empresarin Stephien F, Aus-

Me-
wha

¥ JohnJames Giddings, sur-
veyvor of the San Antonio and
San Diego Mail Route, which
linked the first mail stages
for sea-fo-sea delivery

* GeperalSam Houston, Sol-
dier, statesman and Presi-
dent of the Republic of Texas

Early Explorers

The rezl prelude to the fou-
nding of Brenham, however,
began two hundred eighty-th-
ree years beiore Stephen F.
Austin's colonists arrived,
when the first civilized human
being traversed Texas, Atthis
time Alvar Nupez (Cabeza de
Vaea) established Spanish cl-
aim to the vast territory, and
returned to tell of impressive
matural resources found inthe
area, Later the explorer Co-
ronado echoes those praises.



iz formed into 4 town, pul
their names ing bl The name
drawn was fo become the sel-
Hement's tew name, Thus ha
rame of Roberl Woodlng Clep-
pell became perpetoatad,
Early Chappell Hitl resi-
dents were repowned throughs-
put Texas for theirleadership
in the fields of education and
religion, Methodism guite 1i-
terally beman, survived, and
prospered in Texas due to the
efforts of early area resi-
depts, Two fine schools ==
Soula University and Clappell
HOl (Female) College -- onece
drew students from throughout
Texas o iis academic Imlls

t [ ]

By BETTY PLUMMER
Montville

In 1832, David A yers travel-
led from New York fotha Aus-
fin eolony seeking land. He
found a cholce localion Six
miles north and 3 bit west of
the future townsite of Bran-
ham. Ayers built on his bean-
tiful hilltop site a stone house
which he ramed “Mantville,"

After completing *'Mont-
viile'" David Avers retfurpad o
his home in [thica, New York.
So certain was he that the new
Texas home would become
permanent, Ayers sold  his
Ithica, New York property.
According to family legend
Ayers sold his property iothe
future buildiers of Corpell
University; and, the main
campus was built on the Ay-
ers properly in later years,

Opn May 11, 1838, DavidAy-
ers, his wife Ann, and their
six children boarded the brig
Asia for the journey o Texas,
On this trip David Avers car-
ried a particularly precious
carpo--the first King James
Edition of the Bible to reach
America, As David Ayers for
years was recognized thr-
oughout the eastern states as
a dedicatad choreh layman,
the mewly organized Amerl
can Bible Society asked him
io take the Bibles fo Texas
for distribution, The ASk
encounterad several mishaps
enroute--baing baarded by pi-
rates, running aground, and
firally being wrecked mear
St. Joseph Island off the Tex-
as coast, Upon reaching  the
shoreline, the Ayers were
taken by their rsscuers fo the
Sap Patricio colony a shorl
distance awav: here they re-
mained for several months,

Fealing that the time for
distributing the New Bibles
had arrived, David Ayers pr-
esenied them to members of
{he colony, Apparenily the new
Biblical translations did not
meet with the approval of San
Patricio’s priest, Father
Maloy, as he had the bogks
banned from (he colony. After
this incident, David Avers felt
the time had arrived o re-
sume lhe journey fo “*Mont-
yille_

Almost as soon 48 the fam-
ily settled in their new lome
plans were begun for estab-
1lishing a school. The wife of
David Avers, lopether  with
Miss Lydis MeHenry (daugh-
tar of a ploneer Kentucky pr-
eacher), announced the open-

e&ChappellHill

ing of a girls' boarding sc had fallen, and wilh if the 13
gol mi [he Ayers' home; onug ther of one of the pupils. Af-
sueh advertisement appeated ter recsiving the sadnewsDa-
in the Telegraph and Texas vid Ayers, his family, and pup-
Repisters ils left Montville seeking re-
sMontville Boarding School fipe from Sanfa+ Amnd's

Miss McHenry respectfully pnecoming army. They all sur-
anpounced to the public her vived the troubledtimesknown
intention of opening a Board- a5 the "runaway scrape,” but
ing-schogl for Yyoung ladies did not reopen the school.
and misses, on the first ol David Ayers® daughfer mar-
Febrmary next, at Montville, ried Rev. Hobert Alemnder,
one of the first Methodist mis-
sionaries in Texas. Ashisdis-
iriet included the area where
Brenitam was later localed,
Hev. Alexander - frequently
preached in the First Metho-
dist Church in Brenham, alog
building established there in
1844, His grave is today loca-
ted in Prairie Lea Cemefery
at Brenham, having been mo-
ved from he original inter-

The scholars will be boarded
in the family of David Ayers,
whare the best care will be
taken of (helr heallh and mo-
rals, For particulars those
interested are referred lo
Rev. 1. Kennmey, Asa Mit-
chell, David Ayers at Monl-
ville; Ira R, Lewis at Mata-
gorda: George Huff, W. B,
Travis at San Felipe,

The Moniville Boarding
Sehool drew its students from
all sections of the Austin col-
ony, Persomal friends of the
Avers were pleased (0 place
thetr childeen at Montyille,
also, Ona child came all the
way from Alabama, The nine
year old sonof Willlam Bar-
rett Travis was brought from
his Aabama home, atb the
faltier's request, to stay with
the Ayers Bamfiy and attend
sehool, Although the school
was primarily for girls, Ch-
arles Edward Travis wasgiv-
en spaclal permission 1o at-
tand, Colonel Travis and Ia-
vid Ayers were close riends,
and had worked together as
layman furthering the cause
of Methodism in the Bren-
ham-Washington County area.

Colonel Travis stoppedon
lils way to the Alamo fora visil
with the Ayers in February,
1836, During the course of the
visit, Charles Edwardapproa-
ched his Either, drew hishead
down and whispered something
in ks ear. Colomel Travis
then smiled and asked, My
son, what do you want with
four bits?" Charles replied,
T want to buy a bottle of mo-
lassas from Mrs, Scott and
make some candy,' Colonel
Travis look the money from
his pocket to give the boy, but
a5 the money changed hands
it dropped and rolled away,
Charles ran after the maney,
caught 1t beught the molasses,
apd made the eandy which he
divided among lils schoolmal-
[LF 1

A storitme [ater news rod-
olind Montyifle that the Alamo

Many prom inent early Tex-
ans at one time lived In the
town: such notables as Rev,
Homer Thrall, Rey. Robert
Alexander, W, W, Browning,
ongé of the guiding forces in
bringine railroad transporta-
tion west of the Brazos, Th-
ment site at Chappell Hill, Jjomas Lewis Gilmer whose br-
Mearhy ds his wile, Eliza the Rother was the well-known au-

— W thor-Governor of Georgia and
whose Rther foughl with Gen-
eral Latayeite in the Ameri
can Revolution, Rev. Haynile,
first Chaplain of the Repubd e
of Texas Congress, Swearli-
gens of Virginla, Wallls and
Willace families, the Chad-
wicks who came fo help Tex-
28 win Independanes from Mo-
rieo 1o 1836, Huberts, Allen

daughter of David Ayers.
Although  David Ayers'
Montyiile tract was sold
shorily after the Texas Revol-
ytlon, the Montville areaagain
came into prominence  five
years later when it was in-
corporated Info the community
known as Mount Vernon, the
second county seat of Wash-
inglon County.
Chappell Hill - Lowis who lielped David Ay-
On Noyember 2, 1847 Jacob lare hyilt the Methodist Chur-
Haller became postmaster of |ch al Galveston, the Kings wli-
the newly created post office  pso relative Rufus p‘l&}&d BO
palled *“‘Chapel Hill' The [mportant 2 part inearly na-
canter of population in south-  tjonsl government, and who
eastern Washingfon County wera themselves instrumental
had undoubledly become cen- in building the Washington Co-
tered around the community uniy Railroad,
seitled by members of the Chappell HOl still retains
Chlappell, Felder, Browning, the aura of fis early [loun-
Keesee, Haller, Charies, ders, an atmoesphere of cul-
Beauchamp, Haynle and Pow- tured tranquility amid the
ers amilies. So extensive did rush of modern day living.
the seltiement become that Perhaps his unique atmos-
post offices of both Cedar phere retained from bygone
Creek and Jacksonville were days is doe o the Chappell
discontinued during 1846 - 47, Hill residents who bel leve that
tn favor of the pow town of through preserving recordsol
“Chapel Hill." the past the fulure {s served,
Seyeral local legendsthe A mosl active hislorieal
pew town's mme. One c0f= (esejaty has indeed praserv-
corns the spelling of the mame, |ad renovated, and kept allve
which is attributed to a post- |jovely structures and tradi-
master who folt that repealitg |tinns of the past, OFf particu-
the letters “p'* and 1" WeLe ljar {nterest are the restored
an unnecessary waste oftime. Inyildings along Main Street,
Anothier story pertains to the {the Chappell Hill Library, Ap-
maming of the new fowd, The |plewhite House, Tunstall-S1-
tale contends that several pr- ladee house, Haynie louse,
pminent setflers in the area, | Loeklart house, the ehicdhes
seaking a name for ihe once y
srawling community now be-




and cemeteries, Chappell Hil
Museum, Munson house, Yan-
ch house and Haller house.

Both contemporaryandear-
Iy residents of Chappell Hill
can be numbered among those
who. have contributed greatly
to the growth and development
nf Brenham, Present-day rel-
atives of many early Chappell
Hill area residents, living lo=
day in Brenham, Include:; W.J,
Embray, E, C, Chadwick, Miss
Mary "I-‘.I'ﬂ lace, M r.. ]:l ass M.
Habekotte, Mrs, 4, Mer-
cer, Mrs, Dajbert Et;;u'k, Har-
ry K, Lesser, Abie Lesser,
Mrs. Hess Emley, and Henry
Highes

West Mi

CHAPTER T
West Mill Creek

In 1848, “*a good number of
German m:-liler"” astablished
the first Europaan settiemeant in
Washington County, situated tw-
elve miles wost of Brenham, Al-
though the loeation wasorigin-
ally named for a large rock
house baflt by one of the first
setflers, the community later
was called West Mill Creek,
Today, this location is knownas
Latium, a widespread commun=
ity extending Into Austin County,

The three names by whch
preseni-day Latium washere-
tofore idontified were derived
from asmanysources, The firs!
mme, Rock House, designated
fhe area surrounding a large
mative rock houge builtby Vick-
tor Witte, During the early
1840's three Witte brothersieft
Germany for Texas; one brother
seitled near Shelby, one setiled
near Winedale, and one "‘re-
mained in the Carolinas, " and
did not come to Texas. Vicktor
Witte had fmmigrated to Tax-
as due to plans scheduled for
a German raiflroad to baild ac-
ross his lands, Rather than al-
low this to happen, Witte sold
his extensive lands and came
to Texas seekinr new ones.

One of the descendants of the
Wittes, Hugo Brandt, 1ives in
Brenham and recalls many in-
teresting tales told him by his
forebears regarding the early
setflers, Hugo Brandt and his
brothers, Earpest and Otio,
are also related to other early
setilers of the West Mill Creek-
Latium area, the von Bieber-
steins and Gleseckes, Hugo Br-
andt recalled that hisancestors
came fo Texas in 1843, Anolher
Witte, Barnhardl, came {o Te-
xas at an even earlier date; he
was a member of Stephen  F,

granted one-quarler league of
land Feobruary 6, 1836, Bern-
hardt Witte had studied medi-
cine in Germany, and although
did not practice medicine after
moving to Texas, his advice
was frequently soughtby frlends
and melehibors, A Witle relative
and present-day Brenham resi-
dent is also g doctor, Dr, Roger
Knolle.

The second mme of present-
tay Latium was ‘"West Mill
Craeek,'” An article in a Ban-
ner-Press {ssue of 1881, men-
tioned the West M@l Creek
community and one of its notable
residents, RudolphKrug. Atthis
date he was ‘the oldest school
lepcher in the eounty,' Profes-
gor Krug, as he was called by
his pupils, was a native ofDan-
zlg, Ausiria, who became (the
first teacher of the first Euro-
pean setflement in Washinglon
County,

His ability to speak five lan-
guages was undoubtedly an as-
set, as early setllers in the
area came from Austriz, Swit-
gerland and Germany. Profes-
sor Hrug and his wife reated a
family of six children inthe

Weast Mill Creek community,
One of Professor Krug's des-
eendants who 1ives In Brenham
today, Mrs, William Stuckert,
recalled the lragedy which be-
fell his family. On July 2, 1878,
while on an outing, four mem-
bers of the family were drowie
ed when their boatoverturnedon
a lake near Shelby. All four,
Kenny Krug, his wife Dora,
Mary and Hedwig Krug, were
bured together the night of the
disaster in the cemefery known
teday as the Latium Cemetery,
Another descandant of Profes-
sor Krug, Mrs, Mary Ziese-
mer, recalled that Professor

Krug laler move

following the death of his 'I'if"
both the Professor and his wife
were buried in Prairie LeaCe-
metery.

Apparently, the third name
glven to the first Europeansel-
tlement in Washingion County,
Latium, was derived from the
laneuapge and education of (he
residepts, In anclent western
Europe the ecity of Latium was
populated with people using the
dominant language of western
Europe: and, who were also par-
tieolarly inlerested In educa-
tion, They were, throughneces-
gity, farmers aswell as profes-
siom] people. The situatlonwas
comparable in Washinglon Co-
unty's latter day Lativm, as
most of ‘the seillers were pro=-
fessional people who had re-
cojved a classical edocation

and were interesiad
one for their children, ﬂlrcru'c:h

necessity, they too were farm-
grs: hence, the mme Latiom,
which identifisd them as* Latin
Farmers.™
Among other early sefllers,
whose relatives laler moved o
Brepham were tha von Bisber-
Slein, Eversberg, and Giesecke
fmmilies. Carl Eversherg wasa
teacher in the community, and
his son, Dr. C, R, Eversherg,
later practiced dentistry inBr-
enham,. Mrs. Florence Drummi,
who lives in Brenham, is a gr-
anddaughter of Carl Eversberg,
Herman swon Blaberstein was
4 civil engineer who drew sor-
vays of both Brenham and the
eounty, One senfor citizen re-
called that the von Biebersteins
were reknowned for their long-
avily, manyofthem reaching the
ages of ninety and op@ hundred
years, Two other'LatinFarm-
ars Carl F.and

George Christian F, Glesscke
Carl, amtiveof Clausthal, Ger
many, came to Texas In 1845
a 4 member of the Soelety for
the ProtectionofGerman fmmi-
grants in Texas, The Giesecke
gin, run by the brothers, was
in operation over one hundred
years ago.

Credits and resources will
be piven at the conclusion of
the series,
Copyrighted by
mer, 1990,

(To Be Continued Friday)

Batty Plum-




By BETTY PLUMMER
CHAPTER I
Barlin-Salem

Although the communities of
Berlin apd Salem wre localed
five miles apart, ehureh rela-
tionstiips hatween the rwo sat-
flements caused early resi-
dents to bemore clasel yasso-
eigted than wasusual among
meichboring  villages, Many
presant day residents of the
twro communities stil 1ve up-
an lands settled by their fore-
fathers one hundred twenty-
five yenrs amo,

At Berlin, first of the two
garly German communities to
be established, the oldest Lu-
theran conrrepation in Wash-
incton County was orpganized
on Joly 1, 1855, Although Eb-
ropean sel{lers had beenmov-
ing into the area for almost a
decsde prior (o the chureh’s
establistunent, not until Pas-
far Johamn George Eblngar
came to Washington County in
1854, were plans made for
formally uniting the churel
community, Pasior Ebinser
sent by Pllgrim's Mission
al Bassel, Switzerland, had
same to ihe county "'insearch
of Lutheran immigrants' as
deceendants from Taxas' first
Garman sattlemental Industey
of Lutheran mmigrants,'' As
deseendants from Texas' first
German setflement al Indus-
try as well as new Immigr-
anis were moving ever-near-
er (he Brepham area, Pastor
Ebinger found a fertile mis-
siorary field,

With the assistanca of Val-
entine Hoffman, one of Ber-
lin's earliest settlers, the
first Lutheran Church in the
county began in 1855, Both
1and and laber far the church
struciire were donaled by land
pwners in the nelghibbrhood,
Clharter membars  includ-
gds Freidrich Ellert, Louis
Lehmarn, K. Mernitz, Ch, Hu-
aske, Fraderick Weiss, Wil-
Ham Sehlottrnann, ¥, W, Seh-
parenberz, Wiliam Bohne, J,
Kasperik, A, Hahn, Henry Me-
jor, Auvg, Mueller, F, G&ch-
awe, Frank Spreen, C, Wuaer-
scher, F, Pieper. G, Rollmey,
.. F. Hohll,

Are-wise, lhe oldest Barlin
sotflers ware Valentine Holf-
man, his wife, and Henrich
Benjamin Christ, Valentine, a
native of Kleimenhain-fes-
sen-Darmstadt, was born in
1600, and Uved untll his sev-

Ber i,Sc em Spring Up

gnty-first birthday, H. B, Uh-
rist, a mtive of Switzerland,
wis [wo vears younmper than
Hoffman, Mrs, Hoffman, how-
aver, enjoved an even longer
life. A shory, recalledtw Dan-
nle Wilder, a voung Hoffman
descendant, dealt with the ad-
vanead years attrined by Val-
entine Hoffman's wile, It
geems that during her elght-
fgs and mninties, the sight in
both gyes decreased untfl sha
beeame Blind, However, affer

attainine her opne hundredih
birthday, for some upexpla-
ined reason her vision began
improving, by her 102nd bir-
ihday the sizhi of both eyes
was restored,;

In zddition 1o early Barlin
seiflers meantioned as charier
members of the Ebep-Ezer
church other ezrly residents
of the Berlin area [neluded
Mrs, Sophia Wiebusch, Mrs,
Henrieftz Engleage, Mrs, He-
inrich Christ, Edward Luadke,
George Mulberzer, Helinrich
Hold, tha Musllers, Bodes,
Neinasts, Rippenhagens, Fis-
chers, and Nienstedis,

Salem Organized

Only one year following the
grganizing of Ebep-Ezer Ch-
urch, the Salem Lutheran Ch-
urch was estgblished by Fas-
tor Ebinger. As both congre-
gations were originally gath-
ered together under the Eben-
Ezer Church charler, many
charter members of the Sal-
em Church were also |isted
among he Berlin church me-
mbers. The sevantesn charter
members of Salem Lutheran
included William Bohen, Wil-
liam Sehuerenberg, Fr. Eb-
lert, J. Kasperik, P, Haln,
H. Meier, F. F. Spreen, C.W,
Wuoenseher, Ch, Hieske, .
Weiss, G, Weise, August Mu=
eller, William Schlottmann, F,
Schawe, F, Piaper, G, L, Koll-
mey,

By ihe year 1860, Wech-
urch’s voling membershiphad

increased o twenty-gighl as
additiona]l fmities movedinto
the setflement, Families liv-
ing in the area prior to 1866,
included Hodde, Winkelmann,
Wehmeier, Holle, Thisle-
man, Loeseh, Rogge, Mahl-
mann, Enishoff, Sommerfeld,
Remmert and Bartels,

riles and resolulions govern-
ed the two church communi-

tiag, sne pastor eont
serve the Berlin-Balem area
a$ late as 1940, Luther Ulasceh,
present-day resident of Bren-
ham whose father Pastor Wil-
lfam Utesch ministared o
Barlin and Salem communi-
carts for over bwenly years,

rocalled atlending SEryl-
eas conducted by his father at
Salem in the morning, and
then driving with him to Ber-
lin for the evening service,

The Salem community, ac-
eording 1o loeal legend, wasa
refuge for yellow fever vie-
tims  during the scourge of
1867, A special yellow fever
tiospital was establishedin the
aras: and, William Schlott-
mann, who came 4o the Bren-
ham-Washinglon County area
in 1847 davoted much fime 0
snursing the slok, comfort-
ng the living, amd helping
bury the many dead.”

Although the Weiss: Sch-
awa, Spreen, and Bohpe fam-
{llag originally seffled at
Berlin, they lzier moved fo
the Salem community, William
Hohne 18 eredited with donats
ne (e land on which Salem's
{irst chutch was built; its 1o-
catlon was ane-hal f mile wesl
of the presenl church, Fred-
arick Weiss helpad bulld (he
log-hewn Elen-Ezar Church
and 2150 later moved o the Sa-
lem area. His interest inhor-
tienilure brought iof to early
area resldenis, as he gener-
onsly planted and tended trees
it flowers on offiers proper-
ties wilh careequal tohisown,
A Weiss descendant, Mrs, Ev-
glyn Schilling, sHIl lves in
the house which he built; and
ahe quarter mile norih of the
homestaad  Tives Clarence
Hodde, #ls0 3 descendant’ of
Frederick Weiss,

Tiring the passage of years,
may relatives of early Ger-
man ploneers who setiled the
serlin and Salem areas khve
moved into Brepham, Present-
1 day Brenham residenis whose
forebesrers  helped establish
{hese early seftlements nelu-
oo: Mrs. Domald Wilder; the
Schawes, Ehleris, Mevers,

Even though separate ehureh

Wehmeyers, the Quebes,
Richters, Emshaffs, Hahne,
Kempaers, Winkelmanos, and
Wilhelmsen,




By BETTY PLUMMER
CHAPTER I
Washington

Only a few mopths before
the Texas Declaration of In-
dependence was signed the
pew [own of Washinglon was
established, Located on the
Brazos River, about a mile
from the thoroughfare of ear-
Iy Texas -- La Hahia Road -
the townsite quickly became
the focal point of attention.
After fhe winning of Texas
independance and relocating
of the permanent capliol al
Austin, Washinglon's glory
faded, almost as quickly as It
grew to fame,

On the lands of Andrew Ro-
binson, eradited with being the
first Stephen F. Austin col-
onist to permanently settle In
the Brenham-Washington Co-
unty area, the futare capitol
of Texas was located, Roblo-
gon's son-in-law, John W,
Hall, bought 640 acres of
land for $1,000, and on a por-
tion of this Tand the townsite
of Washington was planned,
The actual platting andsalling
of town lots came under the
auspices of the Washington
Townsite Company, composed
of Asa Hoxie, Thomas Gay,
James B, Miller, Alexander
and Hall, These

somervell.
men each owned proporilon-

ate shares of the wwnsite

land--Hoxia, Gay and Hall
owning one-fourih each with
Miller and Somervell joint-
1y owning the remaining qu-
arter, Hall, designated gen-
eral agent for the company,
kept three lots of his portion
for persomal use, while Gay
bufit his dwalling on six lots,
Newspaper advertisements
announced theselling of Wash-
ington townsite lots to the hi- |
ghest bidders; bidding was to |
pezin on Japuary 8, 1836, The
1lots were laid out around the
two principle streets of
Washington -- Main and Fer-
ry streets. On Ferry Street
were (he properties of David
Ayers and Frank Ackerman,
Accordine to Dr, John W,
Lockhart, on Main Street was
located the building used by
convention delegates who de-
clared Texas' independence,
The building was located "'ab-
out 500 feet from the bluff”
and was the property of Noah
Byers and Feter Mercer, By-
ers, a Baptist preacherbyayv-
ocation and a gunsmith by tr-
ade, planned (o use thea front

part of the structure Ta
shop, with living quarters in
rooms behind the shop, Mer-
cer wis also a dedicated Bap-
tist, whose relativeslater hel-
ped with Baylor College, and
the organizing of Baptist eh-
urches in Texas, As he, also,
was a smith Mercer and By-
ers planned to opena business
in the newly established town
of Washingion,

One of the major consider-
ations lnvolved fnusing Wash-

gion for the Convention town,
undoubledly, was the avafl-
abllity of the Byers-Mercer
bullding. A groupofenterpris-
ing men had prevalled upon
Byers and Mercer tolease th-
elr unfinished buflding fo the
group., They, In turn, offered
the buflding to the Convention
Comm{tiee engaged in making
arrangements for the meeting,
According to Dick Mgebroff,
present-day resident of Br-
eénham whosa historieal col-
lection Inecluded the orlginal
contract between Byers, Mer-
cer, and the lessees, this
document provided for ren-
tal of the building at a cost
af $120 for the duration of tha
Convention, In return, Byers
and Mercer obligated them-
salves to put the unfinished
bullding In shape so it could
be used as a convention hall.
Windows were to be Installed
and other {inishing touches
added, Twenly signahires
were affixed to the contract
plus the names of Byers and
Mercer, The contract was
“imade at least one month be-
fore March 2nd."”

Following the ownershipof
Byers and Mercer, the bufld-
ing passed to four other own-
ers during 1837 and 1838, It
was owned by Moffatt, J,L,
Hood and Willlam H,Steel, and
Thomas Woodleff, The build-
Ing, later known as Indepen-
dence Hall, was probably lo-
caled in the same blockasDa-
vid Ayers and Frank Acker-
man's establishments on Bl-
ock Numbar Twalve,

On amoiher street in Wash-
ington, a future Brenham ho-
tal manager ownad property.
D. D, Crumpler bought twa
lots fronting one=hundred feat
on Jackson Street, in Dee-
ember, 1836, Crumpler later
moved lo Brenham and es-
tablished the Crumpler Hotel
whish steod on the presant-
day cornar of Maln and Doug=

" Washington Comes To Life

1as,

Jesse Farral, who later re-
located on lands which he don-
ated as a fownsite for Bren-
ham, also lived in Washington,
He worked as a carpenter, fo-
gether with his belper James
Hurt,

Other early property own-
ers of Washington, many of
whom later bought propertyin
Brenham, Include Samuoel
Lusk, Thomas J, Heard, J.B,
Robeson, A, G. Perry, A, Rice,
Amos Gates, E, 8, Cabler,
J, R. Cummins, M, M Davlis,
A, Moore, J, H, Jopes, WY,
McFarland, D. R, Pecblesand
Niles.

Info the new town of Wash-
ington crowded delegates, fr-
aders, apd interested per-
sons, during the latter days
of February, 1836, With the
exception of Lott's Tavern,
accommodations were almost
non-existent. One visitor des-
cribed Washinpton as being
“1aid out in the woods,' ano-
ther description said it was
‘ocated in a postoakerove, '’
and so recently laid out that
post oak stumps had not yet
been removed from the main
street, Delezates were obliged
to seek lodging in one of the
"“dozen wretched cabins or sh-
anties' in the city or join the
thirty-odd people already er-
pwded into Lott's forty by tw=
enty foot establishment,

Uncomfortable physical fa-
gilities however, could not dim
the dedication of delegates
gathering for the convention,
Ko crowded, dampquarlersor
cold, drafty meeting halls de-
terred the Texans in theirqu-
est for independence [rom
Mexico.

Credits ard resources will
be glven at the conclosion of
the saries.

Copyrighted by Betty Plum-
mer, 19T,
(To Be Continued Tuesday)




New County Seats Constructed

By BETTY PLUMMER

New County Seaf

After the signing of the
Declaration of Indepandonce
and astablishing of the Repub-
lic's government, confusion
and controversy becama ram-
mnl among the new leglsia-
tors meeting al Washingion,
new capitol of the Hepublic of
Terms, The controversy can-
tered around decreasing the
size of Washinzion Municipal-
ity.

Originally, the area cover=
ed Yy the Washington Munici-
pality encompassed prasent-
day counties of Burleson, Bra-
zos, Lea, Mottgomery, Grim-
g5, Mafison, Walker, and San
Jacinto, The county seat for
this widespread area was the
town of Washington, Many leg-
islators: fe1t that Washington
County should be divided,

In addition 1o these re-
quests, the patitioners Sug-
gested making Monlgomery
County *“territory of Wash-
inglon County,'' and, therg-
fore excluding it from all cous
nty expanses and from consi-
deration when determ ining tha
canter of Washington County,

The petitioners concluded
by saying they did not see“any
good cause why four ffths of
the people  of Washingtou
County should be unjustly put
o so much inconvenignce for
the accommodation of the re-
maining when no permanant
good can resalt,*

Fading Glory

The petition apparently con-
vinced Congress o comply
wilth most respects. A com-
mission was appointed o sel-
ecl the pew sile lor the Wash-
ington County seal of justice,
Although other petitions con-
taining many signatures wem
sont to Congress requesting
the county seat be kept al Wa-
shitrlon, a new localion Was
sacyured and the secondSeatof
Justire for theeomntya! Wash-
ington relocated al a4 naw town
galled Mountl Yernomn.

Thus began the decline of
Washington, A new. capilol ba-
ing established at Austin eou-
pled with moving the county
seat to Mount Vernon pal the
ustling town temporarily out
of the Timelizht, Washington,
however, shortly thereafter
again bacdme the destination
of travellers, diplomats and
statesmen, During 1841, he

new capitol became unsale for
the site of government, when
Mexican raiders began a lar-
ga acale attack to regain Te-
X35, 5o, the Hille town on the
banks of ihe Brazos once ag-
aln became the capitol of Te-
xas, mueh to the displeasure
of Texas offictals and the joy
of Washinglon's depressad
merchants, residents, and
land speculators,

The resiored glory of
Washington was short, how-
sver, for Texss was destined

to become a part of the United

States, with the Texas capiiol
parmanently loeatedat Austin,
During vears between 1641-
44 Washington County cltizens
wers again finding their new
county seat as inconvenientas
its predecessor and pressed
Congress for the right to sal-
gcl another site, When the new
town of Brenham was establi-
aghed many Washinglon resi-
dents chose to move into the
new county seat while others
chose lowns in Navasota Co-
anty (later named Brazos Co-
unky),

Within a few years Wash-
ington, having lost its char-
misn, setfled down to being
merely the “former capitalof
the Hepublic of Texas.' and
herein began a coniroversy
which lasted from 1836 until
1841, During this time nume-
rous petitions were dispatchied
to the Congress presenting
requesis for both dividing and
not dividing Washington Coun-
ty. Ope petition, dated Now,
30, 1837, was apainst any di-
vision unless boundries set
were beginning on the Easi
bank of Brazos River, attho
mouth of Pond Creek, on the
county 1ine of Anstin, and with
sald County e of AustinEast
to a point on sajdline 15 miles
East from the said Brazos Ri-
ver, (o the San Anlonio Road,
and fiftleen miles from the
Brazos River. One hundred
eightv-one  signatures were
affixed 1o the petition.

Another petitinon supgested
ptlaching the northern parl of
Austin County to Washington
Couniy S0 as fo make ii bet-
ter balanced, One lundred fif-
ty=five Washington County cit-
izens signad this petition, and
five cilizens of Austin County
also approved the move,

When Consress did relota
the Washirgton County bound-
ries, these new lines glso be-
came the cause of more peti-
tions directad to the legisia-
fors. One such petition was
sned by both Mootcomery
and Washington County resi-
dents, suggesting thal (he now

line between the two countles

be rezdjusted, Another group
presented a more detafled and
emotional appeal for reesiab-
lishing county Jines and a new
county seatas well, Their
complaints were that the coun-
iy seat was “unjustly kept at
Washington,” “‘much injustice
has been done us as citizens
by compelling many of us fo
gttend as jurors at a dis-
tance of forty miles." The pe-
fition . further sSaid "the
Citizens of Washington have
had long to proan under the
turden of ....renting 2 court-
house,' amd “the duties of a
public character in be per-
fermed by us as legal eiti-
zens and the great sacrifiee
af fime and money'"  which
wiere considered "inexpedient
and * impolitie,!

The petition suggested ex-
cluding both the Brazos and
Yegua from country land, lat-
ting them serve asnorthern
and sastern boundries of the
county: the southern boundry
was to e “Cainey Creck fo a
point three miles south of
R.Y. Armstead:"" the westlina
was fto be a “ridse between
Ml and Cummings Creek.”
The peiition also wanted five
commissioners appointed (o
select a pew couniy site, wh-
ich was to be within three
mies of the couniy's center,

Crediis and resources will
be given at the conclusion af
the series,

Copyrighted by Betty Plum-
mer, 1970.
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History Of Brenham--

New Swords Of Justice

Hy BETTY PLUMMER
TCHAPTER M

New Swords of Justiss

Une lone sentinel of the past
stands atop a windswepl hill
six miles northwest of Bren-
ham, Thke seatinel Is a VETY
ol House whose windows still
ook wpon high praijrie lands
where onee stood the Second
county stat of Washington Co-
miy County - Mownt Vernon.

Althonzh the Town of Mount
Vernon was nol established
mitil 1841, for alinost 4 ren-
erdtion prior to this date the
surrmmding . area wayx  well
known to Adstin colonists and
Republic of Tekns citfzens,
Cnly elevéen wears after the
first Stephen F, Austin colo-
ni=t crossed the Brazos Ri-
ver a few miles notheast of
Brenham, David Ayers, a
membor of Austin's [ourih
ealony, bullt a home whickh he
niamed “Moatville, In this
house Ayers' wife and her
slster, Miss Lydia McHenry,
established one of the first
rirls? boarding schoals oper-
afing 1= the Anstin eolonies
prior to the Texas Revolution,

Anpther Toeation in thoares
Wiz known a5 “'Fuller’s* a
Iavorite stopping point for Te-
s travellors, As onp early
settler recdlied thers wera
Yhut few of the old selllers
who have not stayed all night
at Fuller*s and received the
very best for man and best
l@al the country alforded,

In 1837, the area adiacent
to the ture townslte of Mount
Vernon repeived Conpros-
slonal attention, John H, Mon-
ey, San Jaeinte veleran and
Comptroller of (he Toxins?
Provisional Government:of-
fered 1666 acres of hls Jand
s a4 new incation far the per-
munent capitol of the Repub-
e of Teias,

Td resjdents of Washing=
teti Cotmty, however, the lo-
“tion herame most importint
When it was selected to ro-

place Washington-on-the-Br-
azns as ftheir County Seat of
Justiee, in 1841, During the
thres year period from 1838
to 1841, county residais ree-
peatedly expressed discontent
with the town of Washington as
the locdtion of their county
seat, Numarous petitions were
sent to the Congress of the
Republie of Texas Requesting
a relocation.

Although the town of Wash=
inglon was well known to all
Texans, the Incationpreseited
Washington Countians  with
both physieal and secnomie
difficulties when they were
called tn attend eourt ses-
Ejons, Serve ol furles, or eon-
duct business at the comty
seat, General unrest was alsa
caused by a lack of publie bui-
ldings: for county use. Since
the town of Washington had
been the county seat of just-
iee [padequate baildings fa-
cilities necossilated the ren-
ting of a house in which court
proceedings could be held,

The almost two-hindred
Washingion Countians whope-
titioned  (helr Conzress-
man for a relocation of the co-
unty seal were actually re-
mquesting the implementation
of 4 lepislative aet which was
signed Into law May 9, 1838,
by Sam Houston, President of
the Republic of Texas, During
this vedr, Congress had auth-
arized the relocation of county
seats of fustice, The act fur-
ther slated that If any seal
of justice established af a gr-
eater distance than five mile=
from the center of the county
& majority of all the wvotes
shall be suffieient for ifs ro-
moval, provided suchremoval
was related within five miles

from the county's canter, The
town of Washington was ae-
tually locafed on the edge of
Washington County after the
removal of 2 Iarge portion of
the original county land in 18-
36, and, the people wantad a
more centeal loeation,

Five years later the Repub-
e of Texas bawed to the
wishes of Washington Coun-
tians by the appointment of
five special commissioners,
Thefr instructions were to fi-
rst determine the exact loca-
Hon of the county's center,
Salect 4 site nol more than
three miles from the geogra-
plile center, and to see that
at least a portion of the lands
chosen for the townsite were
danated,

The five commis=sioners ap-
pointed to relocate the Seat of
Justice for Washington County
wers men dlready well recog-
nized throoghoot the Republic
for their efforts in behalf of
Texas --

Dr, George W, Barpett, sip-
ner of the Texas Declaration of
Independence: James Clem-
mons, Texas Revolution Ve-
teran and early Texas entro-
preaneur whose mill and tan
vard located near the future
townsite of Brenham later
proved so helpful to the fled-
gling town's residents: Lind-
say P, Rucker, sehoolmaster
of the Academynear Wastiing-
ton and later Reclor of S5t
Peter’s Episcopal Church in
Brenham: Samuel P, Browne,
Austin colonist and surveyor
of early Texas land grants for
the Empresaric: Horatio Ch-
riesman, chief surveyor of
lind grants awarded the Ste-
phen F, Austin colonlsts, All
five of the appointed commis-

sioners lved within a ten to
twalva mile radius of the site
destined {o become Brenham,
Thoustils of a third county se-
at occupied the minds of Or,

Barneti, Reverond Rucker,

Clemmons, Browne, and Ch-
riesman, Their immed-
fate mizslon was through-pr-
oyoking with the requiranents

They meet in selecting the new
location for Washington Coun-
bv's second county seal, Al-
though Congressional requi-
rements presented problems
to the commissioners, The
relocating of the new town in
dn area which would be pleas-
ing to all factions of the citi=
zentry was even greater con-
oern,

A selection wax made by
January 1841, The site com-
piled with all the require-
ments. It was located “'three
miles from the center theroof
and mnortheast therefrom.®
When the awner of these lands,
then 2 resident of Brazoria
County, beard of lhe com-
missioners' decision to lo-
cate the new seal of justice
mpon his recently purchased
Washington County land, coe
handred aeres of land waspr-
omptly offered as a townsita
for the new seat of justice,
The generous patron alss of-
fered the commissioners a
choice of any one hundred
acres from amonghls recently
purchased 1822 acres, with
the exception of a limbered
ared,

Next: Owings of Kentucky
Credits and resources will
be given at the conclusion
of this series.
Copyrighted by Detty Plim-
mer, 1970,
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By BETTY PLUMMER
The town of Mount Yernon
was founded on a scenie, bre-
eze-swept hilltop, So high was
the hill and soprafrie-like the
location that the beautiful coun-
tryside for milesaround could
béden seen from the towmsile,
Although few frees grew
within the townsite proper, one
very large tree did standnear
the middle af the lown tract,
A small log house stood with-
In the shalter of the tree, wh-
ich in 1841 was referred lo
as a "large" tree. According
to residents still living in the
Mount Vernon area, early set-
|tlers had remembered an old
courthouse located near a
massive live oak tres which
stll stands, today, Over one
hundred twenty-efght years
| ajo this tree shelterednot only
the courthouse, but judge and
jury as well during the hot
| summer months, Judge R.E, B,
Baylor, District Judge in wh-
ose honor Baylor University
was named, would frequently
hold court wnder the tree
rather than In the sweltering-
ly hot eourthouse which he
dedicated to Justice, in 1841,
When fhe first court ges-
slon convened at the new Seat
of Justice for Washington Co=
unty, county officers Included
Chief Justice Willlam H, Ew=
ing, whose descendant Edwin
D, Mills, Jr, llves 3 mlles
city limits of Brenham; Dis-

trict Clerk J, D. Giddings,
whose granddaughter, Mrs,
Louise Tarver Stone; grand-
nieces, Mrs, Linda Giddings
Anderson and Miss Loulse
Giddings: grand nephews, Wil-
liam Giddings; and descendan-
is, Mrs. Mary Stone Rankin,
Miss Pat Giddings, Clinton
Andergon, and Dr, Thomas
Giddings still live in Brenhams
County Clerk John Gray, who-
s¢ grandson W, J, Embrey
served from 1913-1967as city
attorney for Brenham and who
gtill lives in the city which he
served for 54 years: Justice
af the Peace Ivy McNeese,
whose descendant A, G, Me-
Neese of Houston spands much
time on his Sandy Creek Farm,
four miles west of Brenham,
Justices N, A. MecFadden, Hu-
fus Charles, Hardin White,
Henry R, Cartmell, Prosper
Hope, D. B, Madden, and Co=
unty Surveyor Mathan A, Cl-

FoundingMoun

After the new townsite lots
were out platted commission-
ers Barnett, Rucker, Clem-

mons, Brown and Chriesman

began to sell Mount Vernon
property, Many early Mount
Vernon residents and proparty
gwners beeame assnciated
with Brentam in later years,
Oue prominent Mount Vernon

resident whe later contrbuted
greatly to the gprowth of Bren-
ham was Asa M, Lawis,
During the fall of 1841, Asa
Miles Lewis, his wife Anna and
their two children moved to
the newly established town of
Mount Vernon, Here, Lewis
practiced law in the county
and distriet courts for two
and one-half years, Then, fol-
lpwm;: Lewis" appointment by

tVernon

Congress as a commissioner
to found the town of Brenham,
the family moved to Brenham,
Commissioner Lewis s
credited with building the first
house in Breaham,

Credits and resources will
be given at the conclusion
of this series.

Copyrighted by Betty Plum-
mer, 1970,




Wt. Vernon Resid ents

By BETTY PLUMMER
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Stamps Move To Texas

Upon returning to Missis-
sippl, where the Stamps fam-
ily had Hved for the past twel-
ve years, plans were made for
moviug the extensive Stamps
househald to Texas. The oth-
er members of John Stamps’
family were born i{n Missis-
sippi==his wife, Henrletta, his
son, 4. C. anddaughters Mary
Louisfana, Moina and Mal-
vina, Forfune had undoubtedly
smiled upon the Stamps during
thelr Mississippl years, ifthe
| manner in which their Texas
plantation was established co-
uld be uged as acriteria, For,
only two years after arrlving
ln Texas, Stamps owned al-
most 10,000 acres of Wash-
ington County land. In addl-
tion to Washington County land
he also owned, at varylngtime,
extensive acreage In Jeffer-
son County, A portion of his
holdings included the land wh-
ich became known as “*Spind-
letop,” Texas' first blg ofl

gusher,

Stamps practice was lo buy
land in large amounts, Deeds
were recorded of his having
bought one entire league from
the relatives of Stephen F,
Austin, In addition to one
three-quarter tract, and one
half-league tract in Washing-
ton € ounty,

The Stamps home -- veri-
table mansion -- was built on
one of the large land purche-
ages made by Stamps shortly
after his arrival in Washing-
ton County, The house was
lpeated approximately eightto
ten miles northwest of Bren-
ham, It was a twostory slrue-
ture, built in the southern col-
onial manner (reminiscent
of Mississippl), and, was re-
puted to be one of the finest
houses In the country. The in-
terlor furnishings were asfins
as the building itself. Rose-

wood furniture, linens, china,

old silver, and carpets graced
the plantation house. Until re-
cently, 2 rosewood piano from
the house (valued at $250 in
1860} was still in existence.

Even before John Stamps’
acquisition of his multi-ac-
red holdings, his neighbors
looked favorably upon the new
Texan. So favorably, in fact,
that his name was placed as 4
candidate for Congress in the
1841 Congressional race, Such
action was indeed a vote of
confidence, for Stamps' op-
ponents were men well Known
to most Texans since the days
of the Austin colony...R. W,
Williamson, one of the first
Chief Justices of the Texas
Supreme Court; Samuel Bo-
gar, whose Bogurt's landing
was the Brazos River polnt of
embarkation each wear for
many bales of Washington Co-
unty cotton; and two well-
known area residents, Wilkin-
son and Cole,




Mill Creek, which runs five
miles west of Branham,

Indians

While French and Spanish
explorers sought eivilization,
drew maps, and planted flags
on the soil of Texas, the real
first settlers and elalmantsof
the area remained [nundispu-
ted possession, Indian tribes,
which for eanturias had roam-
ed the prairtes, hills, and ri-
ver hottoms of Texas were
still in completé contral -- the
music-loving Wacos, the caf-
abalistic Karankows, (he no-
hle Cenis who oviginally wel-
comed La Salle, e corn gr-
owing Tehas, the figtiting Ton-
koways, the friendly Cousha-
itis, the pentle Lipans, the
fierce Commanches and Ap-
aches,

Although many Indlan tri-
bes reoamed and hunted over
ihe broad expanse of Stephen
F. Ausin’s fofure colony, only
three tribes called the Brep-
ham-Washington County area
home, These were the Tonko-
ways, Waeps, Lipans, The
Coushatta tribe Mving to the
northeast, however, appar-
anlly made such [requent fo-
rays into the lands wast afltha
Brazos that & river crossing
several miles north of Bren-
ham, {n present-day Washing-
ton County, was named the Co-
ushatta crossing.

Of the three tribes locatedin
the future Brepham ares, Li-
pans znd Tonkoways appear-
ed most peaceful inthelr deal-
incs with the sefllers. The
Wacos were more inclined to
deal unfairly with Auslin eol-
onists, One colonist named
Commins wrate the following
lefter to Staphen F'. Austin in
January, 1826

41 wish to inform vou that
in 1y absence the Waco ln-
diang came (o my house and
plundarnd and carpled off the
following artieles, two she-
ats, two quilts, and wagon co-
ver and pearly all our wearing
clothing amd table furnifure.
It appears from the conducl
of those Indians thal we can-
nol selile the frontlers.of the
Colony- unless we can have an
understanding with Ihem, for
if they are allowed o rob and
plunder It will be Impossitile
. o o lam determined to kil
the first one that underlakes
to rob me again, which wiil
COMmMEencs o war,’

Tlie eolonist's eamplaint,
all probability, was experily
handled by Austin, for his In-
dian policies wera fo deal
fzirly and wisely, as were all
ihe policies of this most -
sial man, Due fo his handling
of Indian affairs, Austin's col-
ony did not experience much
trouble: with Indians, *‘In
fact,” commented Danle! Ship-
man, ona of the original 'Ol
Three Hundred' settlers who
later became 3 Brenham res-
ident,'" the sight, or even the
fresh track of 3 Toxan wag 4
terror o them,' The Empre-
sario was more raserved in
his estimate of the Indigns
fears: he wrote, in 1624, ' The
Indizns are now beginning 1o

fedr us, bul we canpot for

sometime yet hope for oom-
plele peace with them.*

Few conflicis batwean the
sattlors and Indians occurred
in the area Immediately sur-
rounding Brepham, One large
hatile between iribes did lake
place in the 1530's*ust out-
sida the present-day Hmts of
Brenham, Jossie Y, Wallace,
whose relativescame o Texas
a8 Austin colonists and later
sattled east of Branham, ra=
membered hearing tales of th
big Tndizn battle fought near
his home. A few miles east ol
town, on the batks of o creok,
Tonkaway and Waeo Indians
me! in fiores combat, This
creck is still shown on tNIps
as Tonkoway Creek, Tribu-
tsries of Topkoway Creek wind
around and eventually Now -
rough 2 -smooth, rock-walled
natural basin which wasafav=
orite Indian camping ground,
Brenham residents, 3 century
later, found the basin area
Ideal for recreation,

Herg, the Indian Basin Club
was organized and rapidl v e

came a favorite spot for swim-
miing and pienicing, Miss Lou-

ise Giddines, Secralary of the

Indian Basin Cluband grand-
daughter of J, J,
who surveved the iownof Fre-

dericksburg for fhe German

Immizration Company, pe-
called learning to swini in In-
dian Basin, as did many pre-
sent-day senior
Bredham, Today,

imagindtion, the sightsand so-

wnds of savace Indians locked

il martal eomiat,

Despile récurring Indian
depredations, the Spanishgo-
vernment relentlessly tried
to esiablish seitiements  in
Texas, Yei, almost as fast as
spanish missions, forts, vil-
lapes were astablished, In-
dians either annihilated or
made living intolEable for the
Inliabilants, Finally, Spain tr-
oo new . tvpe settler: men

and women from the Camary
Islands were hrought to San
Althougll most re-

Anbiribo,

mained in San Antonio, a few
families were sént to the fr-
antiers, Again the Indians pr-

Giddings,

citizens of
youmgsiers
finding arrowheads along the
ereek can recaptore, in their

oved disastrous, Almostihres
hundred years after Cabazade
Vaca walked gcross Texas,
no civilized settlements or
people existed in the Brep-
ham=Washington Counly ar=-
ed,

American Exploration

Actual popilating of the ar-
@3 began with the ninefeenth
century. Following the United
States' acquisition of Louis-
lina, other nitlons begancas-
fing enyvious eves loward Span-
ish Texas. England, France,
Germany, and even the Unj-
ted States felt they conld sue-
cegsiully eoloniZe where Spain
had fafled, The Americans had
already made several boldal-
tem pis at expeditions,

One  exploratory attempt
was made by Dr, James Long,
whose wile, Jane, beczame kni-
own as the Mother of Texas,
Dre, Lotg's axpedition pene-
trated the Brenham-Washing-
ton county area where 5 fort
was established by membars
ol Long's expedition. The fort
wias located op the Brazos
River some twenty miles no-
(heast of Brentiam, eirea 18109,
After the Austin eolonists ar-
rived a few vears later, Jane
Long was granted land npear
e present town of Brenham,

Relatives of Jane Long also
found the Brenham area at-
tractive. Her nigee and neph-
ow-in-law, Thomas and Anna
Affleck, bought 3500 acres of
land Seven miles north of Br-
anham, Here, was established
the Glanblvihe Plantaiion, ac-
claimed oneof the finest in Te-
x2S,

After repeaied attempts by
Americans to explore, locate,
or trade in the Spanish-Texas
areq, the poyermment of Spain
reallzed its anly recourse was

fo populate Texas with col-
onists loyal to Spain, If the
province remained uonder their
control, supervised Immigra-
tinn was Spain's last hope for
discouraging foreign explora-
tions,

Thus was the situatlonwhen
Moses Austin, American bus-
inessman and promoter of
Texas colonization rode into
the Spanish capltal at San An-
tonio two days belfore Christ-
mas, 1420, Other menseeking
grants to colonize Texaswere
already In Ban Antonio, as
many reguests for land had
been submitted o the Span-
ish govermmnent, They awar=
ded the contrael for coloniz-
Ing 300 Eunildes in Texas to
Mosas Austin, thé ona they
considered a man ofintegrity,

Five months aftér the con-
tract of Texas was issued
Moses Austin died from over
exposure and the exerting of
his long horseback jouwrmey
fraom MiSsouri o San Antonia
and back to Missouri. His dr-
eam did not die with him, how-
aver, as the son, Stephen Ful-
ler Austin, colonized Texas.

The first permanent Anglo-
American settlers crossed the
Braros River almost one year
to the day following Moses
Aunstin's arrival in San An-
tonio de Bexar, The crossing
wis made approximately six-
izen miles northeast of Bren-
ham, near the present siteof
Washington - on-the-Brazos,
Shortly after the firsl group
crossed the river, Stephen F.
Austin arrived in the colony,
On New Year's Ewe, 1821,
Auostin and a group of colo-
nists camped along the banks
of & creek which Mows (and
frequently overflows) justout-
side the city Imits of Bren-
ham. They naméd the walers
MNew Year's Creek: [t still
bears this name,

(To e Continued on Monday)




Signiticant Stamps'’ Buildings

By BETTY PLUMMER

Although John Stamps* first
foray into Texas polities fafl-
ed, iwo years later he was sue-
cessful in being elected to the
Eighth Coneress of the Repub-
lic of Texas. When Congross
convened at Washington fn
1843, John Stamps presented
his ecredentials and took the
oath of office 25 a member of

the House of Rep l"i’.‘SE‘TlhiH'lrEH,
He was appointed to the com-
mittee which authorized the
Assoclation of Physiclans of

the Republic of Texas,

While Judge John Stamps,
gorved Texas in legislative
ways, his son, John Stamps,
served Texas as a fishting
man, Although only seventeen
years of age, young John vol-
unteered his services, *'mo-
unted, armed and equipped
hMmself** during the Vasguez
Campalgn of 1842,

After Texas joined the Un-
fon three years later, Judpe
John Stamps retired {rom pol-
ltieal 1ife and turned his at-

tention to farming and bufld-
ing. During his huﬂdmu carear
Stamps was credited with er-
ecting the first brick buflding
in Galvesion, the first brick-
conerete courthouse in Bren-
ham, the first brick penal fn-
stitution in Texas (which 90—
cording to his descendants is
still standing), and aiding in
the econstructon of two Texas
raflroads. A member of the
Stamps family recalled
ring that when the Wash

County Courthouse, which

John Stamps built in 1855 was

later torn down to make way
for anew building, the struc-
ture had been so firmly buoill
of brick and conerete that de-
molishers had to dynamite
parts of the building,

John Stamps was also dedi-
cated to the perpetuation of his
flous ideas, In 1843, he

ght & plot of land adjzecent

to the town of Independence
for the purpose of building
“a place of Christian wor-
ship**, This land was bought
in the name of the Trustees for
the Christian Church of Inde-
pendence, L, B, Gilesand John
Stamps, Another member of
the Stamps family was also
dedicated to the perpetuation
of her relirioss beliefs. Inthe
will of Jane Stamps, widow of
John Stamps, a specific bequ-
est directed that $500 in books
be nurchased for thabenefit of
the citizens of Brenham, The
bnoks were fo be “on spiritu-

otis philosophy

deredby

of the period,
owledge of

the passi ]
ald Starips home doss still st -
and. It is located about lon
miles north of Brenham, near
the village of Long Paint, The
house is still known as the
Stamps-Campbell  Houseby
those who live inthe commin-
ity.

The Stamps-Campbell Hoe
use was the home of the I, W,
Campbell and his wife Moina
Stanips, Jolin Stamps' d ighe-
ter, Camphell, in 1866, ownad
a4 hardware and mercantile

ora in Brenham located on

corner of Alamao and St,
Charles, directly doross the
street from the eourthouse
which his father-in-law bullt,
J. W. Campbell also maintaf-
ned a merecdantile store one
guarter mile from his home
according tofamily '
siore was a stopping T'"Jlrlt
triﬂ drivers taking
down the Lhi:;llnhm
rail. A portion of thefamous
trail came through Washington
County about ten miles north
of Brenham, and passed near
the Stamps-Campbell House,

Credits and resources will
be miven at the conclusion
af this series,

Copyrizghted by Batty Plum-
mer, 1970,




tamps-Campbel
HouseDelightful

By BETTY PLUMMER

The delightiully old Stamps-
Campbell house was built of
solid cedar consiruction. It
wis first built as a two-story
lop house, then later covered
with cedar siding, The kitchen,
separale from the house, was
connected by 4 long patio-type
walkway, so that regardlessof
the wedither, food brought from
the kitehen to the house could
arrive in palatable condition,

The lundscaping which sur-
rounded the house was most
interesting, The pattern con-
sisted of three large likes,
and in the middle of the largest
lake was an island, Mrs.
Stamps Campbell, whose hus-
band was reared in the house,
recalled hearing  about the
parties and outings which wera
frequently held on the fsland,
She also remembered the fish
which would “*follow Mrs,
Campbell” around the edges
of the lake as sha fed them,
These fish were, It appears,
eximples of the firgt white
perch introdoced Info Toxas.
Members of the Stamps and
Campbell families were cre-
dited with bringing the first
such speeies Into Texas, and
stocking the three lakes sur-
rounding the house with white
perch,

Wearer the house was aross
garden where many wunusual
varieties of roses were grown,
a5 the house’s occupants werae
quite interested in horticul-
ture, Many large trees grew
around the lakes and near the
house: and, the honevsuckle
which minzled with Spanish
moss handing from the trees
complimented the nafural be-
auty of the Iandscapes,

Today, Judge John Stamps
and the immediate members of
his family rest in Brepham®s
Prairie Lea Cemetery,

The passing of time hasbr-
ought many changes to the
eountryside they knew, Alltr-
ace of the Chisholm Trail in
the area disappeared, the town
of Mount Vernon became a
ghost town and ultimately a
plowed field, the first plan-
tation home of Judee John
Stamps no longer siands, the
courthouse which he built was
replaced, the railroads which
he helped build wers discon-
tinued, These tangible accom-
plishments of one of Texas
early settlers have disappear -
ed from (he counfryside,

The remembrance of these
accomplishments, however,
has not disappearsd, T will
remain alive as long as the
past efforts of men who help-
ed fashion the face of America
remain A significant part of
edch Successive generallon’s
heritage,

Credits and resourees will
be piven at the conclusion
of this series,

Copyrighted by Betty Plum-
mer, 1970,




History Ot Brenham--

Decline Of Mt. Vernon

By BETTY PLUMMER

The town of Mount Vernon
did nolt prosper and grow.
One major reason was the un-
sottled condition of Texas dur-
ing the early 1840's, Although
the Texans had won freedom
from Mexico, their former
enemies contlnued (o make
raids along the Texas-Mexico
frontier, and threaten fomar-
¢h dacross the Repubilicas they
had done in 1836,

During the summer of 1842,
Maunt Vernon becamie the des-
igmated place of muster for
volunteers who marched off to
protéct Texas® frontier sattle-
ments from both Indlan and
Mexican depredations, On
Aug, 9rd, 1842, cne hundred
thirty men mustered for in-
spection at Mount Vernon, at
the request of Memuean Hiunt,
Acting Inspector General for
the couniy., The Washingion
eontingent was composed of
gixty-six cavalrymen andsix-
ty=four infantrymen,

The wheels of activity al-
most came o standstill at the
'u_"-’:i.shingmn County Seat of
Justice, during 1842, So
many ety men had volun-
teered for frontier duty that it
wis Impossible to conduct co-

unty business. Even the fall
District Court session of that
year was posiponed due to the
“*many cilizens of this county
being absent on our weslern
frontiers on account of late
invagion of the Mexiean ar=
m}i*ll

Although activitles did re-
sume later Inthe year at Mount
Vernon, courts reconvenad,
and property continued to be
sold in and near the town the
construction of  permanent
buildings was very slow. As
many of the town lots sold
were financed through noles
taken by the commissioners,
insufficlent revenune wis co=
ming into the county ireasury
to allow the construction of
county buildings, Such a lack
of publie buildings had caused
county residents, only a short
while earlier, fo petition for
the removal and relocation of
the county seaf, Now, it appe-
ared the same issue would
arain become a sourca of gr=
evience to Washington Cour-
tidns,

The last Grand .Jury,
meeting at Washington in 1841,
had recommended that one of
the first actions taken by offi-
clals af the new Seat of Just-
ira should be the eraction of
county bulldings,

the Sword of Justice 15 as
necesgary as her scales,™ had

entoned the Grand Jury fore=
man,

To see that the **Sword of
Justice’ was properly ad-
ministerad in the new county
seat, the Grand Jury recom-
mended: First, that a suitable
jafl be built as speedily as
possible as there was no pl-
are to commit those aceused
of violations of the law, The
jury observed that offenders
who realized the county's in-
ability to enforee penalities
would repeat thelr crimes,
“‘Thare 18 no point,” said the
jurors, in sentencing if th-
ere is no punishment.*

The second recommendat-
ion deall with accessibility to
the new county seat. In order
for county facilitles to be uti-
lized by the citizens, the jury |
recommended that all obstae-
les be removed from the roads
leading to the new towm, and
that the creeks be properly
bridged. A new road was also
laid out from Washington to
Mount Vernen, which paral-
led the old La Bahia Road
and was located about one and
one-half miles south of the old
Texas iraifl,

Credits and resources will
be glven al the conclusion
of this serles,

Copyrighted by Betty Plam-
mer, 1970,




History Of Brenham--

Ettorts

Made

To Re-Locate

By BETTY PLUMMER

Although Washington County
residents held high hopes for
e prosperity and perman-
ence of Mount Vernon asthe
Seat of Justice, acceptability
by the majority of Washington
Countfans did not materjalize.
Thus, petitions requesting a
relocation of the county seat
onee maore began to circulate,

Several reasons were cited
in the new petitions, Cme pet-
itlon addressed to the **Hon-
urable Congress of the Re-
public of Texac® claimed that
Mount Vernon was “‘remote
{from the most populous por-
tHons of the eounty, and ext-
remely ineonvenient toa lar-
e mass of the population,®

Another roason for request-
fig a change of county seat
was the the fact that the ep-
eclion of 2 jail and other pub-
Iie buildings had still not been
deeomplished, And, as suf-
ficlent revenune caild not be
derived from sale of Mount
Yernon property. the oounty
eotild nol build the structures
in the [foreseeable fulure,
Three hundred thirteen signa-
tures were affixed to this pet-
ftdomn,

Mot all the residents of Wa-
shington County, however, lo-
oked favorably upon relocating
the county seat, One group pe-
titloned the Congress to
“epase considering legialtion
on the removal of Washington
Cointy's Seat of Justice from
Mount Vernon.'* The petition
coptended that ““as long 4s an
excitement can be kepl up on
the subject the people will fear
ever to build a respeciable
Court House and jail," They
partially blamed Congress for
the lack of development at Mo-
unt Vernon, due to their con-
slant willingness o consider
a relocation of the county seat,
The f(wenly-one volers who
signed this petition further st-

ated that they werequiteplea-
spd with the town’s location
teat a high, eligible and healthy
place, with good water, and
tolerable timber for building
purposes,”

After many hundreds of
words hadbeen written and sp-
ocken on the subjeet of again
relocating the county seat, a
bill was introduced inio the
conpress in January, 1844, by
the Representative from Wia-
shington County, Judge Stiam-
ps. This bill proposed moving
the county seat from Mount
Vernon fo Independence, one
of the county's oldest towas,
In answer to the Stamps bill,
one hundred eighty-seven pe-
titioners informed Conpress
that the town of [dependence
was within two miles of the
county line, and therefore did
not comply with the peograpli-
{¢ location law; nor, did In-
depedence offer better (im=
ber and water facilities,

From the tone of the res-
idents® petitions it would ap-
pear that a completely new-
location was the wish of the
majority, Although Judge St-
amps® bill was rejected, an-
other special bill was read to
members of the Congress of
the Republic of Texas at three
¢’clock on Jan, 18, 1844, The
bill provided for “Remaving
and Fixing the Seat of Justice
for the County of Washington,*

As lepislative custom de-
eread, the bl was presented
to the Congress for conslder-
ation two moretimes, Follow-
ing the third reading of the
special bill, Congress appro-
ved the relocation of 2 new Seat
of Justice for Washington Co-
unity, This new site became the
town of Brenham,

Cradits and resources will
be given at the comclusion
of this series,

Copyrighted by Betty Plum-
mer, 1970,




story Of Brenham--

Jesse Farral’s Lands

By BETTY PLUMMER

Although approval by the
Congress of the Republie of
Texas had been secured for
the relocation of 4 new county
seal, founding of the town eould
“not begin until the sanction of
county officials was obtained,
The Chief Justice of Washing-
ton County must glve the [inal
approval for loeation of @ new
site upon spacific lands,

Several petitions, [dentacal-
ly worded, were written and
sent to the four corners of the
county for signing by eiti-
tens, All of these petitions
sugpested that the new sife
of Washington County's Seat of
Justice be “'the lands of Jesse
Farral,

The petition which located
Brenham upon the lands of
Jesse Farral over one hundred
twenty-six years ago, .. and
whera the town of Brenham
still stands today ., , read as
follows:

Republic of Texas
Courity of Washington

To the Hon, Chief Justice
of the County aforesaid

Your petitioners would
respoctiully represent to your
konor that owing to the irre-
medial scarcity of wood and
water, adjacent to the Town of
Mount Vernom, present
county seat: and further, owing
to its distance from the cenire
of the population of the county
aforesald, and many other lo-
cdl and contingent disadvan-
tages which exist In regard to
the Town afores:ild as acounty
gite for the county aforosaid,

L1e0]

s L — -3

and believing that a situation

might be selected and oh-
tained, at or near, the centre
af the population aloresaid,
combining all or many of the
advantages to be sought for in
the selection of a county site,
and that too, with in any wise
prejudicing the genaral intar-
est of the country:

They would therefore pray

your honor that as early aper-
ind a5 may be practicable you
would in accordance withan
aet entitled **An Act for the
Removal of the Seats of Jus-
tice’ order an election (o be
holden for the purposes of ch=

osing by ballol 2 lecation for
the Seat of Justice for Wash-
ington County, and they would
further represent to your Ho-
nor that the Land of Jesse
Farral, on which he now rg-
sides, would in the opinion of
your petitioners be an eligible
situation for saidloeation, and
they would further pray your
Honor that in the wait for elec-
tion the site last mentioned
may be put in nomination, and
45 in duty bound will ever pray.

Credits and resources will
be pgiven at the conelusion
of this series,

Copyrighied by Betty Plum-
mer. 1970,




istu,ry Of Brenham--

Founding Of Brenham

By BETTY PLUMMER

CHAPTER IV

Founding of Brenham

The founders of Breni@m
were the founders of Teicis,
Maen, who lesg than a degade
earlier had carved 5 new clv-;
flization from  the Mexiesn
State of Texas now establish-
ed a new fown in the heart of
Btephen F, Austin's colony.
Among the Washington Cou-

ntians who signed the petition
which ultimataly croated the
town of Branham were many of
the first "*Old Threa Hundred
Settlers”™ of Texis, members
of Austin’s four other coloni-
e, setflers introduced into the
area by Empressarjos DeWilt
and Robertson, siimers of the
Texas Daclaration of Indepen-
dence, heroes of the Battle of
San Jacinto, soldiers of the
Texas Revolution, volunteers
from the United States to the
Texas Army, veterans of fler-
ce Indian  frontler battles,
members of the Santa Fe and
Mier expeditions, early reli-
plous leaders, ploneer doc-
tors, educators, and states-
men of the Republic of Texas

Standing tall among tha
many sturdy men of Texas was
Jesse Farral, the young man
who generously gave of his
material possessions so thal
the town of Brenham could ba
established. Conlemporiries
of Farral, who knew him at
various times during his for-
ty-six year life span, were
loud in prajse of his character
imd industry,

COne early Brenham res-
fent, ¥, J, Cooke, ecilled
Jesse Farral an “active, in=
telligent man,' who was
““hard working, industrious,
energetic, and  thrifty."
Cooke’s brother, Willlam J,
Cooke, aceompanied Dr, Ri-
chard Fox Brenham on the
Mier Expedition as one of the
threa special commissinners
appointed by President Mir-
abgay B, Lamar, William
Cooke was alsp 4 Brenham
property oWner,

George Horton, young Geor-
pia lawyer who witnessed the
land transaction between Da-
vid Houston, Austin colonist
from Tennesses, and Farral
for a large portion of the land
which he later donated as the
Breatam townsite, described
Farral as a “rhard working
man.? and one whose honest
efforts had made him *‘com=
fortably fixed.” Members of
the Horton family settled In
Brenham at a very early date
in the town's history and be-
came prominent eltfzens, A
street in the present-day efty
gtill retains the Horton name,
in honor of these early Bren-
ham citizens,

Years before the town of
Brenham was founded or such
i town was even envisioned,
members of Jesse Farral's
family were seitled onlands of
the Austin colony. The Farrals
were natives of Virginia, and
had weonded their way west-
ward through Tennessee arri-
yving in the Washlngton ared
prior to 1838, Al this date
memhbers of the Farral fa-
mily included James, the fa-
ther, and his four children
Robert, Jesse Elizabeth, and
Edmund,

Ihiring the summer of 1838,
grief visited the Farre! home,
On July 14th, the father be-
came ill, Summoned to his
bedside was Dr, Jerome B,
Robertson, physiefan-soldier
of the Texas Revolotion and
later eommanding general of
Hood's Texas Brigade during
the Civil War. For six weaks
Dr, Robertson treated James
Farral with such medieations
as qiinine, calomel, Epsom
salts, and Dovers powders
during the doctor's frequent
visits to his patienl.

James Farral, liowever,
succomed o his illness on
August 26th. His som, Jesse
wis named administrator ur'
his [father’s ostate, which
at the time of hls death cap-
tained * considerable proper-
ty." The elder Farral had
lodaned monay to many peapla
during his Texas residency, us
many outstanding notes were
die the estate af the dateof his
dedth, He was also possesged
of ‘'considerable® personal
property, Notations made dur -
ing the ddministration of the
estiale show that the two youti-
ger children, Elizabsth
Edmund, “*were probably'® re-

turned (o the Unifed States
shortly after the elder Far-
ral's death, while Roberl and
Jegse remained in Texas,

Credits and rescurces will
be given al the conclusion of
this series,

Copyriehied by Betty Plum-
mer, 15970,




History Of Brenham--

Farral And Hurt

By BETTY PLUMMER
During the latter years of
the 1830s, Jesse Farral 1i-
ved in the town of Washington
whers he owned “"much pro-
perty.' He wasalso, it 58ems,
a man of much activity, Inad-
dition to pract icing his build-
ing trade, he alsn' ‘kept Lpro=-
cery.! Early Washington law=
yer and property owner, W, Y,
MeFarland, recalledibot For-
ral owned “'a house plot in
Washington'® where hie kept his
procery: MeFarland also re-
ferred to Farral as owniog
‘‘other properties,”

Jegsa Farral was a man who
assumed proper respousi-
bitity for civie duties, as well,
serving as juryman duringthe
1840 District Court session al
Washington, A descendant of
ane of these jurymen lives in
Brepham, today, and isalso
well known for his civic activi-
ties. He is Edrar Matchatt,

Oae of Farral's close bujld=
ing assoclated, and one with
whiom he worked in bullding the
first substantial Washington
County Courthouse, appar-
eatly chose to not cast his 1ot
permanently with the Texans,
He was James Hurt, who
shortly after helping bulld the
courthouse returned to his
home in the United States,
Hurt had lived withJesse Far-
ral  occasionally"® during his
Wishingion residency, Accor-
ding to William McCread, sdrly
Washington County settler, the
two men were '‘partners in
business for some Lime prior
to 1840, This partnership
wis dissolved prior to Far-
ral*s purchase of s new lands
on Lhe Arabella Harrineton
ledpiia,

James Hurt was 4 mative of
Tenndsses, It appears, {rom
his war record, that he was ofe
of the advenlurous youny mei
who left their homes to help
the Texans' firht far Indepen-
dence, Hurt served as a Cor-
poral in the Army of the He-
public of Texas from October
1, 1836 until June 1, 1B37.

For militiry serviceduring

his last seven months® duty,
Hurt received 537.32. Josh-
uali R, Franklin, one of Wa-
Sfli:1ztﬂn C(l'”.'ll!'r’s notahle
edrly settlers and also a Ten-
nessean, once remarked thit
e had been “acquainted™ with
Hurt sinee 1833, Hurt, updou-
btedly, also enjoyed the ree-
spect of many others for Hurl
served as Washington Congt-
ablé in 1839,

Following Farral's relogi-
tion on Harripgton loapue
lands, near the future townsite
of Breoham, he and James
Hurt worked tozether as buil-
ders, He, apparently however,
did not devote his entire time
lo working with Farral nor did
Hurt make his home at Far-
ral's home. Hurt was deserl-
bed, by one of his contem-
poraries, as ‘““a house carp=
enter® who lived at Farral's
house, intermittently, until
December 19, 1844, the data
of Hurt!s return to Tennessee,

During  Aupust of 1841,
Jesse Farral bought three (0=
acts of land in the Arabella
Harrinoion leacpe, On a por-
tion of these traects the town
of Brenham was founded three
fedrs later,

The new Farral homestead
was located in an area refer-
red Lo as the Mill Cresek YVo-
tinz Precinct, and was the
scene of a special election
held Saturday, September 23,
1843, for the purpose of elec-
ting a magistrate and one con=
stable,

The Farral house, it ap-
pears, was most conveniently
logated, Early settlers recil=
led that Jesse Farral’s ! pl=
aca’ was g satherinespot [or
area residents, It was @lso a
boarding houss, according to
early Brenham resident Fran-
¢is Cooke, who once spoke of
Farral having serviants about
his house and a2 number of
btoarders. It was hore that Go-
orge Horton frequently enter -
fained friemds and neighbors
with his singing of twopopular

songs of the time, *0ld Dan
Tucker™ and ® Rosin the
How,” A [ew vears affer Far-
ril established his residsncy
on the Arabella Harrington
League, his house became qui=
te an imporiant landmark when
the Washington County Com-
missioners laid out anew road
which would link the Colorada
and Brazos Bivers, Thisroad.
pasged direetly in front’ of
Farral's house,

Credits and resources will
be given at the conclosion of
this series.

Copyrlghted by Betty Plum-
mer, 1970.




History Of Brenham--

Generosity Of Farral

By BETTY PLUMMER

Activity and business ace-
elerated greatly for Jesse
Farral and his neighbors dur-
ing the early months of 1844,
The outecome of a special elec-
tion caused the county seat of
Washington County to be es-
tablished almost in Farral's
backyard, The new town was
founded on one hundred acres
of land which Farral, in April,
donated to the cointy as a
townsite for the Seat of Jus-
tice, Commissioners wereap-
pointed and given authority to
sell lots In the new townsite,
 Thraugh the efforts of the new
town's  benefactor “strests
and alleys were laid off by him
for the benefit of the public.®

In accordines with Con-
gressional authority further
granted the lown Commissio-
ners of Brenham, Jesse Far-
rdl apd his helper James Hurt
were engaged by the Commis-
cioners o erect and boild o
courthouse in Brenham, The
two bullders were to receive
H2,000 for bullding the eourt-
house: and, they were to supply
the lumber, which they cut
from timberland near the
townsite. However, as money
was still a scarce commodity
in the Republicof Texas, com-
pensatjon was given the court-
house builders in the form of
lots within the now townsite

and the notes of individuals
who bought Brenham 1ots.

The forlunes of Jesse Far-
ral, however, did not eontinue
to elimb, Expensos relativeto
the manapement of hisfather's
esiate plus the careofhis you-
ngar broiher and sister br-
ought frequent financial diffi-
culties upon the founding fa-
ther of Brenham, Such finan-
cial reverses, however, still
did not dim his spirit of giving,
for apparently deeply embuad
within his character wasada-
sirg to give of his materjal
possessions to worthy caus-
es,

Cne of Farral's earliest
gilts == made two years be-
fore his donation of townsite
lands -- wis a gifi to the
Trustees af the Hickory Grove
Academy, In 1842, the land on
which the Hickory Grove Sch-
ool house was located, plus
enough land to eomprise two
acres, wasdeeded tothe Trus-
tees, According to Farral
this gifl wis made in order
“to establish on A permanent
basis and ald In maintaining
and continuing a school con-
stantly* in the area which la-
ter became Brenham,

Four years after the found-
ing of Brenham, Jesse Farral
turned his generous attentions
to the Methodist Church of
Brenham, This chureh, the

earliest Brenham church, was
deeded one acre of land, in-
cluding the *“houses, woods
and water ways thereon.' Thea
land encompassed the plof wh=
ere the Christian Church now
stands: in fict, the first Me-
thodist Church strocture built
oft the property deeded byFa-
rral was built upon the aetieal
site of the present-day Chris-
tian Church, The structure,
which will be deseribed later,
burned during the 1880,

Trustees of the Methodist
Chureh who accepted the ren-
erong gift, included apublish-
er, i lawyer, two Austin col-
onists, two ministers and tea-
chers, mill operator, and
planter James Clemmans, Fr-
asper Hope, John W, Kenney,
Robert B, Wells, J. D Gid-
dings, James G, Heffington,
and E.D. Tarver accepted the
property with the stipolation
that “they shall build a house
or place of worship for the nse
al the mombers of the Math-
odist Episcopal Church Sou-
|]].H

Credits and resources will
be glven at the conclusion of
this series.

Copyrighted by Betty Plum-
mer, 1970,




Farral’s

By BETTY PLUMMER
Although records indicate
that Jesse Farral wis not lo-

5 during the

i, e was mast

involved in latar

fighting for Texas. When the

campaign of General Alexan-

dar Sommerville was announ-

ced, Farral promptly answer-

ed the call. Together with

many other men who were

shortly to become known As

Brenham re nis, Farral

marched awa) help secure
Texas" frontiers

Elevan vears [ollowing his
pariicipation in the Sommer-
yville campaign, Jesse Farral
was paid the sum of sikty-se-
ven dollars and fifty cents by
the auditor and comptroller of
Texas, This sum was the ams-
ount due Farral for his ser=

5. As He was among the

} ordered by naral
Sommerville to return to Aus=
tin, rather than cross ioto
Mexico, Farral was spiared
the imprisenment and subse-
quent death which bafellthesa
men who did go into Mexico...
ane of whom was Dr. Richard
Fox Brenham,

Just how long Jesse Farral
lived near the town which he
helped establsih, had nol been
determined. He was still living
in Washington County in 1850;
however, the Washington

punty of that date enco 5=

areas wiich today are {d-
entified as separate counties,
As no record has yet been
found which indicates he re-
mained other than a bachelor,
there is 4 reasonablé possibl-
lity that he leff his Harring-
ton League homestead toward
the latter part of the 1840's
to make his home with either
his nephew, erl S, Farral
or nicce Eliza McCowan,

On October 13, 1857, Jesse
Farral died, approximately
nineteen miles theas| of
Bronham. Al ¢ death over
357 acres of Harrington Lea-
gue lands were slill in his
possession, plus  addition-
2l acreage adjoining this lea-
gugz, The [riends whom Far-
ral had appointed to bring
final settlement to the land
upon which the cily of Bren=
ham mnew stands wora mon

whose names were well-
known among thelr contemp-

oraries-= H, K. Peebles, Te=

xa5 Hevolution veteran and
early Washington resident,
James M, MecDade, Washing-
ton County landowner and pro-
minent Brenham lawyer, and

J. B, Wilkin, early Brenham
Merchant and property owner
who arrived In Brenham fjust

Lasting Efforts

as the town became the cotn-
ty seat,

To Jesse Farral -- a man
of generosity, integrity, con-
selence, and dedication -- is
due appropriate recognition
as founder of Breaham,

Credits and resources will
be given at the conclusion of
this series.

Copyr izhted by Betty Plum-
mer, 1570.
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History Of Brenham--

Judge Names Site

By BETTY PLUMMER

Fine though the lands of Jes=
se Farral were this location
did not appeal to many Wash-
ington Countians as the pro-
per location for the new Seat
of Justice. This conlroversy
did not end with the county
judge’s special election pro-
clamation. Althoughthe places
known as Mount Vernon, Tur=
key Creek and [ndependence
were defeated by Brenham
the Mount Vernon advocales
contested the propriety afBr-
enham's new distinction,

The argpument against Bren-
ham as the new counly seal

= based on a law which had
been in existence since the
inception of the Stephen F,
Austin colony, This law re-
quired that public bulldings
must be established before the
relocation of such a lown,
Public buildings were requi-
red, such as a jafl, place of
storage for records, and a
place where court sessions
could be hald, Thisproblem of
storing records had been a
problem since the early set-
tlers arrival in Texas,

Stephen F. Austin spoke of
storage and maintenance dif-
ficulties in a letter which he
addressed to a friand, in 1829,
Austin said, “'the records are
now kepl in & logcabin, in dan=-
ger of being destroyed by fire,
and are daily being defaced by
wei andexposure....it was in-
tended to build a fire proof
room oOf brick merely large
enough for the objects
fo serve 4sa courtl
fice for the Aleande,” He fur-
ther manticned the law ro-
guired thal there should also
bea jail,

As no such bulldings exist-
ed within the newly located
townsite of Brenham during
the early months of 1844, those
who favored relaining the town
of Mount Vernon (repardless
af the election outcome) falt
they had a valld argument.

Credits dnd regonrees will
be given at the conclusion of
this series,

Copyrighted by Betty Plum-
mer, 1970

b case was presented (o
District Judge B.E.B. Baylor,
who listened to lengthy argu-
ments on the subjects. It “JS
hiz decision thal s Farral’s

place had been chosen af the
and was there-

jate election

fore the newse t of Justice for

Washington County.

Aceording to anearly Texas
newspaper the lack of build-
ing in the new townsite did
nol prove a total deterent to
Brenham's first court ses-
gion, The court did convene,
However, *‘‘as the judge was
not disposed to dispase jus-
tice in the open air or undera
trea, except for capital of-
fenses, the Court was adjour-
ned until the fall term.'

The first court session in
Brenham was held under the
skies on April 1, 1844, Short

though the session was, it per-
manently established the towm
of mrenham, Members of the
first court included: Judge Ba-
ylor, presiding, Terrell J.
Jackson, foreman, Jacob C,
Gregory, Joseph C, Bartlatt,
Moses Baine, James McLau-
ghlin, John W, Middleton, Ja-
mes Williams, William Hack-
worth, Joseph Irvin, James R,
Wills, Armistead W. Moore,
Nathan A, Clampit, Nathan A,
MeFaddin, John A, Harrel, and
James Tom.




Austin’s Colony Furnished 1st Settlers

By BETTY PLUMMER
CHAPTER I

Settlers and Setllemants

Although the town of Brep-
lam was offickllvasiztlishod
in 1844, resldenis of the town
bagan arriving inthe Brepham
area Iwenty-three yesrs ear-
lier, Many first Austin calony
Settlers later became the first
seitlers of Brenham, Sevapal
of their descendants still 1ive
on or near lands settled by
three Inlrepld first seiflers
of Toxas,

Members of Austin‘s first
three bundred sattlers whose
relatives still Hve in the Bren
ham-Washington County areq
inelude Pennington, Burnham,
Wallace, Walker, Kerr. New-
man, Gray, Wills, Jameison,
Coles, Clay, Holland Palty
Sjourner, Allen, From Ane
Hn's four other colonies are
Bryans, Ayers, Devers, Jack-
sons, Lees Woodwards.

The land upon which Bren-
ham now Slands was granted
“for services as colonistr
to Arabella Harrington, Pros-
par and Adolphus Hope, Philip
Cog and James Walker. The
larger portion of Brenham Is
located on the Harpdneton Le-
ague, pranted to the widow Ha-
rringlon five years afler her
arrival In the Austin colony.

To tecome a colonist re-
quired specific qualifications,
Each applieant submitted 2
letter lo Stephen F, Austin
requasiing land, statine res-
sons for desiring land, appli-
cant's profession, membars
of the family, theirages, mar-
1l status, and place of birth,

Of prime Importance lo
Austin was the characier of
his eolonisis, Before he ac-
ceépled o parson Into fhe col=
ony, character references
from two witnesses ware re-
quired, When the land grant
wae evantually made greatl
pairs ware taken o insure
that the claricter of egeh
colonist met standards set by
the Empresario. The orizinsl
land granl of Arabells Har-
rington, showlng fheemphasis
on charactar, fnilows,
Estatlshed by lhe State of
Coatmila and Texas for the
Biennial Term of 1828 and
29, 30 and N
Sn, Fellpe de Austin,

Mareh 2, 1831
To the Agent of Cliizen Em-
presario Austin in gpdar that

LA

concerning this petition, and
whether the land {5 vacantamnd
autsida of the ten littoral lea-
Fues,

Arcinlega.

{rabric)
Williams
(Robric)
Hon, Commissionar:
L Arabella Harcinglon 3 na-
tive of the Unlted States of
the North and oné 6f the Col-
onists introducad by Han, Em-
pressario Austing in pour pr-
gsence with the greatest res-

pect make knowr: That my si-
atlon is thal of a widaw: that,
in the year 1826, Ientered this
comiry In order to aequire
lands for my maintenancas:
and having, with (he previoos
approval of Yon, Empresario

Austin, selected one league of
land which is situated on the
waters of New Years Cresk
and adjoining lands of Walker,
Hopa and Alleorn; for whiclh
reason 1 represent myself to
¥ou in order that, as Comm is-
sloner, you may be pleased to
admit me and put me in pos-
session of said league of 1and
with the understanding that I
offer to salile and eultivate it
as prescribed by law and o
comply with the other ol iza-
Lions preseribed by same, Th-
erefore 1 beg you tu be plea-
sed to do as | have asked, for
therein 1 shall recelve favor,

Town of Austin, March 2nd,
1831

Aratella Harringlon

{rubric)
Mr, Commigsioher: --

In obedienca to vour fore-
going decres, [ muost say that
set forth by the petitioner is
trie: that sha iz a widow,
much respacled and balones
to the eontracts of Hon, Em=-
prasario Austing and becjusa
af her merits I considor ep
entitled fo the favor which
she solicits. The land {5 va-
canl and ouiside of (e ten
Littoral leagues,

Town of Ausiin, March 3,
13351

Samuel M, Williams

(Tubric)

In view of thet sel farth
by Citizes Samuel M, wi.
liams, Agent of Cilizen Em-
presario Stephen K, Austin
and ‘in conformity with the
law, T admit this petltion and
I order that the land indies-
ted lherein be Surveved hy

‘Betty’ Plumme

Surveyor Horatls Chriesman
S0 fhat the corresponding ti-
He may be issued to the inle-
resied pariy,

Town of Austin, March 4,
1631

Migl, Archniega

(rubrie)

During the 1820's, people
throughout the United States
held meelings, wrote letters,
and pondered the poss{hil iy
of fimmirrating to the new Te=
xas colony, One siuch lelter
recaived by Stephen F, Austin
from an Alabama resident of
1825, said “Youp country s
spoken of here and muchmope
in Tenpesses and Kentucky,'
From the home county of Ri-
chard Fox Brépham ecame a
letter siating “there is o be
2 larze mesting of clitizens gt
Versailles, Woodford County,
on the subject of going to your
Seiflemenl." From Nashville,
Teunessee, Austin received 5
letter felling him *‘such is
the mania for immigraling to
your country that nothing buta
pasitive prohibition from the
government will stop. them,"!

Ultimately, a “positive pro-
hibition'  from the Mexiedn
government did attempt to halt
the tide of immigration into
Texas. The foodsates had
been opened howe ver, and th-
ere wazs no Slopping the sebl-
ling - of lands west of Lhe Bra-
208, The Americans* mani-
fest destiny became a reality
a5 Austin colonists soffled
permanentiv in the Brenham-
Washingion County area, with
later pioreers using the sets
tlements as springboards o
push further westward,

Creditc 20d resoirces will

be glven at the conclusion of
this series,
Copyrishied by Betty Dlum-
mer, 1970,




History Of Brenham--

The Townsite
Of Brenham

By BETTY PLUMMER
The townsite of Breaham
wis determined, surveyed,

and recorded, It was bounded,
generilly, by the preseni-day
streets of Market, Germania,
Austin, and Academy,

The tract began 2t the
northwest corner of the Ficst
Baptist Church, thence with
east 1ine of Market Siraat to
the northwest corner of the
Germania lot; then, west with
the street from Germania to
West Street: then, with Wast
Street north to a point run-
ning a parallel line with the
south line of 100 acres,.»

Brenham was lald oof 2e-
cording lo the ancient pattern
for plotting towns --a prac-
tice for plotting towns which
had been followed sinece hibli-
cil days, The same gneral
pattern, though more gene-
rous In aereage, was alsofol-
lowed Dby Spanish settlers,
and the later Mexicans who
developed towns on Texas sofl,
Thelr practices decreed that
each new town should have, as
its center, the square (or pla-
za), and townlands should ex-
tend for a distance of onelea-
gue to each wind, This meant
that each town should begiven
minimum lands extending one
league to the north, one to the
east, one (o the south, and
one to the wast,

However, Itappearsthatone
hundred acres proved ade-
quate for (he Anglo-American
colonizers, as this wasgener-
ally the original acreapeplat-
ted for most early towns, The
new Brentam town traets sold
quite readily, but as always
happens with development of
new centers, many of the
Brenham lots were bought with
an eye to future, rather than
immediate, occupaney by the
buvers.

The original town tract was

laid out on @ northwesterly
pattern, with the courthousoe
square facing approximite-
ly 20 degrees west of north,
Ninety seven lois were plot-
ted within the town iimits, with
small fifty and sixty foot lote
near the courthouse sguars,
The lots graduated wpward in
size as distance from the
courthouse sguare incraised,
The largest lots on the north
and south town limits ineludad
five acres,

According to early town
residents, no buildings exist-
ed within the aectual townsita,
And, although within a five to
tén mile riadius of Brenham
the population had inereased
rapidly during the yearsofihe
Republic, few permanent st-
reutures actually had bean bu-
iit,

Six structures did stand el-
ogely adfacent to the Bren-
ham townglte in April of 1844,
it appears, Quite possibly th-
ese six structures could have
been the houses of JesseFar-
ral, J. D. Giddings, Henry
Higgins, and the mill of Ja-
mes Clemmons, the Hickory
Grove Academy, and Joseph
Ralston's store, Remipes-
ences of early residents re-
called that all of these strue-
tures were in existence when
Brenham beeame the new seat
af Justive for Washington Co-
unty,

Although the buildines of
Farral, Giddings, Higgins,
Ralston, Clemmons, and the
Academy were loeated outside
the original town tract the
properties on which the early
Structure were located evin -
tually became incorporated1i-
mits of Brenham, as the town
grew. It, therefore, seems ap-
propriate (o nelude deserip-
tlons of these first Brenham
structures and sketches of
their owners,




History Of Brenham--

House Of J. D. Giddings

By BETTY PLUMMER
Of the six possible struc-
tures, located adjacent to the
orlginal Brenham town tract
of 1844, one building still
stands, It Is 4 most interest-
ing, weathered, two-story cy-
press hoonse whose consfric-
tion was begun in 1843,
The house is troly an his-
toric

structure, sipgnificent
both architectuallyand histor-
feally, It is one of the few
remaining examples of the wa-

ter reservoir house, which
early Texas settlers built for
bath salety and convenience,
It is also one of the oldest
known houses still standing
today in Brenham,

The house was bujli by a
man whose brother died aga
resull of wounds sustained in
the Battle of San Jacinto, As
the eldest of six sons, Jabez
Deming Giddings journeved
from Pennsylvania to Texas
in order to pay homage to

his brother, Giles.

After arriving in the Wa-
shington County area, J, D,
Giddings found the area to be
all the travel books had pro-
clafmed -- healthfol, seenie,
and 4 meeced of opporbmities
for a young lawyer. In 1837,
Giddings Invested in a small
tract of land pear the future
townsite of Brenham; he was,
at the time of the pruchase,
living on the land, It was on
a portion of his early land pur-
chase the house which belater
buflt was located,,. the bouse
in present-day Brenham kn-
own a5 805 Crockefl Street.

As teachers were needed
for the several sehools which
began In the Washinzton Co-
unty area during the early
years of the Republie, J. D,
Giddings lent his elforts to-
ward that field, Having rec-
ently completed his studies,

the twenty-three year cldtea-
cher found ample positions,

and Inowledgeable school ir-
ustees who appreciated the
talents of the young lawyer-
teacher, Washington Coun-
tians, from almost the bezin-
ning of the Austin colony set-
tlement, were deeply concern-
ed with edueation of both an
academic and spiritual nature,
After serving the Indepen-
dence Academy located in the
town of Independence, J. D,
Giddings® training as a law-
@r prom him fo accepl
{m Eﬂlce?tzfd Deputy District
Clerk, in 1841, a position which
he held until 1844, During this
year he was appointed County
Treasurer by the Washington
County Commissioner's Co-
urt, An Interest fact recorded
by the Commissioner of Re-
yvenues was the court expen-
diture for the spring term of
184l. Following the session,
Deputy Glddings submitted a
bill of $94,22, which covered
expenses ineurredfor station-

ery, candles, furnitore, and
eourt eosts,

In addition to teaching, cl-
erking, and hanging ont hislaw
shingle, Giddings alsoservad
as agent for the early day
Texas newspaper, the Tele-
graph dnd Texas Register, wh-
{ch was at the time of his ag-
encyship published in Houstan,
it was Giddings' responsibility
to see that subscribers re-
ceived their Register, regard-
less of flood or mud: and,
frequently due to the condition
of early Texas roads mudpro-
ved an almost overwhelming
tarrier,

Credits and resources w
be given at the comclusion of
this series.

Copyrighted by Betty Plum-
mer, 1970,

. Franklin Pierce was the
only U.5, president to retain
the same Cabinef for four
years without any changes.




History Of Brenham--

Brenham

By BETTY PLUMMER

Coumnty historiing have cre-
dited J. D, Giddines with beinge
the vordal foree which helped
Brenhiam become the perman-
ept Seat of Justieo for Wash-
fngtne County, Arcording to
Mrs, Pentiine. the young 1aw-
ver rode to all the comimun-
ithes of Washington County
miking speechies in [avor of
the new site.

Following tha couny sSoat
plection and’ Judee Bavlor's
fecision to move the cvourt
records to Brenham, Gidd-
firs wis delegated to provide
storape for them, As his hou-
¢ was sHIV under eonstruc-
Con, and e ireeplacedble
peeords had to Be kept in a
plige where they would be
safe from the elemients, yet
aeerossable to those who ne-
eled to eonsnli them, a small
Iog ¢abin near Caddinps® hou-
o was chosen as the deposit-
ory for Distriet and County
records, Here, they remained
untfl the courthouse wis com-
pleted toward the end of 1844,

During the same year, Ann
M. Tarver became the bride
of J, D, Giddings, The Tarver
family, nativas of Virginia,
had come to Texas by way of
Alaama and Tennessee ar-
rivine in the Hepublic belore
1840, A dining room lable br-
ourht by eovered wagon on the
Tennesses to Texas journay
{5 still a prized family pos-
session, The family settled
hetween the present-day towns
of new Gay Hill and Indepen-
dence; and, was among the
first members of the Metho-
dist Church of Brenham. This
church was established, alth-

Founder

throneh the efforis of
J. D, Giddings, (he same yeir
of Bronham?s founding,

The Ciddings lived in (heir
fiome, located adjacent to the
aripinal  town trael of Bran-
feimi, wntil 1870, when anothet
house guite similar in con-
struction was built seuth of
town. James Sioan Glikings,
whose father was massacred
by Indians while on his way to
seok popce freaties with the
Apaches so the San Antonio
and San [egn Stage Line which
was established and operated
by the Giddings brothers could
continue mail delivery, recil-
o Lioth houses quite vividly,
Young James Sloan, who was
living with his- unele diring
the vollow fever epidémic ol
1867, recalled that his unelé
built a2 new house atop & very
high hill as a resall of the
torrible epidemic. J, D, Gid=
dinrs noticed that those who
lived In elevated areas had
not beon 48 suspectible to the
dread disease, as lad those
who Uved near creaks and riv-
ers, This housealso still st-
ands, and according to Mrs.
Louisa Tarver Stone, J, I,
Giddings* eranddavehler who
still Hves in the lovely, mel-
lowed, vellow-brick housa,
this house was also orlpinally
built 65 a waler reservorr
house, However, subsequent
storms caused the roof io
bocome unsafe and the strie-
ture's roof led to ba recomn-
structed,

oueh

Crodits and resoureas will
be plven at the eonelusion of
this series,

Copyrighted by Betly Plun
mer, 1970,




BY BETTY PLUMMER
The Giddings-Wilkin House,
which had watched from iis
vantage point the platting of
Brenham®s original townsite
twenty-eight years earlier,
wis sold by the housaers build-
er to John Bush Wilkin, &
former Ohinlan who contri-
buted greatly to the growth of
Brenham, The house remained
ity the eare of members of the
Wilkin and Wilking families
kil 1945, when the property
was sold to the present own-
erg--the Roberl Geislers --
who still live in the house.
Through the years the
lovely, old eypress house has
been bothan active and passive
spectator to the development
of Brenham, It eould most 4s-
suredly be said that the win-
dows of the old house havelo=
oked upon the significant epi-
godes of Brenham's historie
and colorful history -- the
very heginning of Branham as
A town: the activities of Impor-
tant early Texans who lived in
the town and frequently visit=
ed the community, such as
Ceneral sam Houston, com-
mander of the Taxas Army,
Moses Austin Bryvan, prand=-
son of Moses Austin who first
acquired the right from Me-
rico to settle colonists in Te-
xas, Charles Edward Travls,
the son of Alamo hero William
Barret Travis, Anthony But-
ler who was Mexican consul of
Brenham, and Frederick Er-
nst, ecradited with being the
first German settler in Texas,
Thie old house has baan wit-
ness to evenlts in Branham’s
history which wers significant
to the stite and nation as a
whole, One of thess wag the
settling of members of the
first German families In Tex-
as, As early as 1833, they
were coming Into the area,
The Brazes Courler, sarly
Texas newspapér, noled in
1833 that “‘wpwards of 100
famflies of Garman fimmi-
grants who intend settling in
the upper country™ had landed
at Galveston, The “.upper
country™ In 1839 Included the
Brenham -Washington  County
Araa.

History Of Brenham--

History of Windows

Many Germap and Swiss
satilars were later encoura-
ged to leave their European
lands for Texas, by the uncle
of Queen Vietoria of Great Br-
itain, Prince Charles of Solms
and Lord of Braunfels, The
Prinee, personally, hrought
German and Swiss settlers (o
Texas, Many of their descen-
dants still live In Brenham--
membars of the Zelsg family,
the Amsler and Seidel famil-
ies, the Fuchs family, and
the Roehling family,

Robert Kleberg, one of the
first German settlers to ar-
rive in Texas even prior to
Prinee Brammfels' coloniza-
tion, wrofe in his Journal that

William Bartals was amphg
the settlers who came tothe
Brenham areadurinethe early
1830, Another writer listed
Peter Pleper as belng among
the earliest setilers, Memoirs
of Fredericks Ernst, whose
articles lauding the naw set-
ler’s appreclation for Texas
appeared in the Telegraphand
Texas Reglster during the 18-
40's, listed Grossmeyers, Bi-
egels, Wolters, Schneiders,
Helnjckes as being among the
first German settlers in the
southwestern part of the Uni-
ted States, These early plo-
neers developed lands in the
area which later became Br-
anham, Many of thelr deseen-
dants have watehed the town of
Brenham grow from a village

of less than one hundred to a
city of almost ten thousand
residents,

To these early European
settlers == who took such an
interest in Brenham's devel-
cpment at suchan sarlyperiod
in the town's history -- pres
sent - day Brenham residents
most assuredly owe a vole of
appreciation, This dedication
to civic pride and development
is still, most assuredly, car-
ried on by the many descen-
dants of Texas® earllest Eur-
opean settles who still live in
Brenham,

Credits and resources will
be given at the conelusion ol
this series,

Copyrighted by Betty Plum-
mer, 1970,
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History Of Brenham--

First Store Belonged To Jo

By BETTY PLUMMER

On the eastern boundary of
Brenham®s townsite, located
Abaait one hall mille southeast
of the Giddings-Wilkin House
was the stere of Joseph Ral-
stoai, It wias the first store in
the settlemenl which Cangres-
sional approval decreed would
become the new eounty Seat of
Washington County, in 1844,

The store of Josoph Rilston
was located on land whish
today is bounded by East Main,
North Murket, Sycamore, and
Ross Strests, The store was
outside the limits of Bren-
ham*s original plaited town-
site: today, the site Is located
in the heart of Prenham.

Although the Ralston store
was locdted in the Immediate

Hickory Grove area, the linds
upon which Joseph Ralston
settled were three miles east
af the foture townsite of Bren-
bam, When he settled on Wa-
shington County land, Jaseph
Ralston was baraly out of s
teans. His business Interest,
however, resulted in his es-
tablishife bath a store and 4
ferry. Thisferrybecame very
important to the early acon-
omy of Brenham eotton,

The lands of Washington Co=
unty wera well suited for the
raising of cotton, Before the
Civil, War both the rolling
hillzides and flat, fertile riv-
er bolioms of the county were
olothed in fleecy, white cotton
during the late summer and
fall months. Many large plan=

titions were established on
Brenham area lands -- these
linds which the Father of Tex-
as, Stephen F. Austin, had
selected from among the thou-
sands of Texas lands offered
him by the Mexican govern=-
ment, Thus, the RalstonFerry
wis of prime importance tothe
Brenham ared planters as @
means of petting their cotton
to markst,

The business talents of Jo=
seph Ralston were also fre-
quantly sought by the county
commissioners of Washington
County who fought 2 never en-
ding battle to maintain roads,
With the establishing of the
new town of Brenbam, newand
more effective roads became
an  immediate pecessity --

particularly roads lead
from Brenham fo the Bra
Hiver,

In 1846, a docision was mad
to strajghten a road leading
from Brenham to Ralston’s
Ferry. Thoge appolnted to map
out plans for the project were
Joseph Ralston, overseer, Lo~
wis G. Dupree, early Brenham
property owner, John A, Han-
gy, early Brenham resident
and relative of Judge W, J,
Embrey, Nathan A, McFad-
den, Sandford Woodward, in
whosa home Dr, R, F, Bren-
ham lived durlng the early
pirt of his residency near
Brenham, E, D, Little, and
William HKeesee, Trustee of
the Cedar Creek Methodist
Church at Chappell Hill,




History Of Brenham--

Special Rates Set
For Ferry Boats

By BETTY PLUMMER earller vyears special rates
Just as today speefal rates were set for ferries, In 1847,
are set for toll roads, during Washington County officials

get official ferry rates which
applied not only to the Ralston
Ferry, but to all ferriesundsr
the jorisdiction of the county,

When compared with the ferry

rates meniioned in an earlier
chapter, quite an economic
difference is reflected. To
cross on Ralsion's Ferry in
1847, cost 31.00 for a loaded
wagon; withfour yoke oxen, six
horses or mules and an empty

Wwagon the cost was 75¢, with
in: additional ten cent charge
for each additional yoke of ox-
en or mules; a loaded wigon
with no yoke of oxen but one
pair of horses or mules could
eross onthe ferry, withaload-
ed wagon, for 50¢; the charge
for all earriages was 50¢: for
4 man and a horseto crossthe
cost was 20C; a singleiorseor
footman was charged 10¢: the
cost for cattle was 5¢ per head;

and 25¢ for sheep or hogs,

Through the lands which the
builder of Ralston's Ferry
first settled stll runs a cresk
which bears his name, Just 2
short distance from the creek,
on a high hill, {= a very old
cemetery. Buried here are
some of Texas' first colon=
Istg, one of whom is Arabella
Harrington, the eolonist who
was originally granted by the
Mexican government, the land
on which Brenham now stands,

Buried beside her is William

Dever, her son, who was also
an Austin colonist, and one of
the early Washington County
settlers. Members of the Wal-

ker family, Austin eoclonists
and original prantees of the
land on which the *“burying
ground** was located ara bur-
ied there, Nearby is the first
home of the Walkers, a two
story log house which still
bears, through the sheer fact
of its survival, a testimonial
to the sturdiness and stability
of the founding fathersof Tex-
as, Washington County and Br-
enham,

Credits @nd resources will
¢ given at the conclusion of
his series, '

Copyrighted by Batty Plum-
mer, 1970,




History Of Brenham--

The Clemmons Mill -

By BETTY PLUMMER
In early Texas, a mill was
nost important tothe lifeblood
a community. S0 necessary
o the establishing of ploneer
ettlements and thelr develop-
ent were millsthat colonists
who established such conven-
ences were handsomely rews=
irded by Empresario Aus-
in for their erection of mills,

Jolm P, Coles, who ultimately
owned eight leagues of land in
the Austin Colony receivedla-
rge iracls of land dus to his
development of mills, black-
smith facllities, and services
to the colony, Jired Groce,

whose lovely old plantation
home known as “Linedo™ still
stands near Hempstead, was
awarded large grants of land

for similar efforts.

Located within a2 one mile
radivs of Brenham's fubure
townsite wore two mills and a
tan yard. These facilities were
established before the town of
Brenham was founded, and 1at-
er proved to be sheer luxury
for the town residents due to
their proximity,

The mill of James Clem-
mong, early resident of Wash-
ington County, was establish-
ed in the spring of 1843, when
he bought the one hindredacre
homestead of John Power. The
Powers family was instru-
mental in developlng what be-
came known as the Irish Col-
ony of San Patricip, Mem-
bers of the family lived in
Washington  County, and at
one time lived In Brenham,
according to J. D, Bassel of
Brenham, a Power relative, A
member of the Power family
married Antoinette, daughter
of General Sam Houston, The
Baszels still possess momen-
toes which belonped to Anto-
Inette Houston Power: several
of these are now on exhibition
at the Star of the Republic Mu-
seum at Old Washington,

The mill James Clemmons
was in operation by MNovem -
ber, 1843, It was located on a
branch which still runs
through Brenham, and was
known then, fust as it is to-
day, as “Hog Branch, one of
the waters of New Years Cr-
Eek.lr

Credits and resorces will
be given at the conclusion of
this saries,

Copyrighted by Betty Plum-
mer, 1970,




H istnr; Of Brenham--

The Texas Patriots

By Batty Plummer

So, at fifty-two years of age,
James Clemmaons, who helped
locate the second eounty seat
of Washington County, known
as Mount Vernon, began oper-
ating a mill which was to pr-
ove 50 helplul to resldents of
the third and permanent coun-
ty seat -- Brenham,

James Clemmons was i true
patriot of Texas, Leaving his
native Missourl, Clemmons
came to Texas as an Austin
colonist. When the fighting
started between Texans and

Mexicans, Clemmons joined
the Army of Texas in the fall
of 1833, He servad in Captain
James OSwishers’ Company,
Colonel Edward Burleson's
Regiment until *the taking of
the Alamo in San Antonio by
the Texazg forces in 1838+
Together with his wife Naney
and their six children, Clem-
mong engiaged In farming, mil-
limg, and tanning, He undoubt-
edly alsc enjoved life in the
healthful Brenham atmos-
phere, for James Clemmons
attained the age of eighty
years, an advanced agefor the
period in which be lived,

The waters of Hog Branch
and New Years Creek, it would
eppedar, must have contalned
minerals which were benefi-
clal to early residents, Arab-
ella. Harrington, the Austin
colonist on whose land the
town of brenham was estab-
lished, lived within a stonats
throw of Hop Branch, Mrs,
Harrington lived well into her
ninety-s=cond vear,

The mill of James
Clemmeons actually included
more than just mill facilities,
The worth 2nd Clemmons Tan
Yard was also localed nearhy,

Another Clemmons, Lewis
C,, made the Clemmons name

famous for his activity at the
Riltle of San Jacinto, As a
member of Captain Phillip
Coe’s Rangers (Coe Ilied
three miles east of Brenham),
Captain Clemmons served in
this capacity from the time of
his arrival In Texad durihg
1835, Captain Clemmons lived
in the town of Brenham until
hig death in 1898,

Credits and Tesources will
be given at the conelusion o
this series,

Copyrighted by Betty Plum-
mer, 1970,




History Of Brenham--
The Doctor, Millwright

By BETTY PLUMMER

Another prominent early
Washington County resident
also operated a mill, The mill
ground baoth corn and grist,
when Dy, Alvah Payne, the
operator, *“wasn*t practicing
medicine,” or attending fodu-
ties as Telegraph and Texas
Register agent for the county
communities of Oak Groveand
Codar Creak,

The Paynes had been in the
Republic of Texas since its in-
ception, In eompensation for
early services lo the Repub-
lg, Dr, Payne was awarded
1280 acres of land in Wash-
ington County, In addition to
these acres, Dr, Pawne also
pur chased almost ane-half of
Arabella's Harrington®s lea-
gue of land, on Nov. 19, 1836,
at a cost of $200.

When the town commission=
ers began to sell Brenham pr-

History Of Brenham--

operty, Dr, Payne added fohis
apreage by the purchase of 2
five acre town lot in Brenham
during December, 1847, Thess
five acres encompassed land
located near St Mary's Cath-
olic Church; the land was
bought for $45.50.

Dr, Payne served asa mem-
ber of the Washington County
Commissloners Court, prior
to the fall of 1848, By this date
the doetor was living in Era-
zos County, Shortly after mov=
ing from the Brenham area,
Dr, Payne gold hiz five acre
Brenham town lof for a twen=-
ty-one dollar profit.

The approximate location of
Payners Mill, duringthe years
of Dr, Payne's ovmership, wis
southedst of the present-day
Brenham sireets which inter-
sect at Peean and Chappell
Hill Streets,

The Henry Higgins Homestead

By BETTY
hl 1“-.! !,
hie wifa, ..T-.L £
Texas. During the
ty-Lhre
dren of Jane and Henry Hig-
ins grew o maturity onlands
d today by all the chil-
af Bre i == Firg-
man's P ark.
fgpins [amily was an
IIPE!" of t[u“ fur-

LUMMER

of their cont
Hizrins wan
the Atlant
ward, seocking
new area ealled T"nu Higg-
s Wis a [ 2

North Ca-
rolina: his wifa, -.l:u'.-e. waE 3

native of South Carolina,

When Henry Higgins settled
an hisninoty-gight aere home-

@id traect in the Harrington

12 Republic of Texas

rears old, Thetown

of Brenham was not vetevena

dream, The Higgins honse was

ted norithof the branch wh-

ich still runs throongh Fire-
mian’s Fark, This branchhas

been known at various times

a5 bath Harrington Branchand

Higeins Branch,

By 1850, Higgins was one of
the waialthy men of Washington
Counly, due to his efforts-as
a planter, He farmed both
his hnmestead tract, and other

acreage which he aequired in
nearby counties, The family
algo dequired an ﬁdn‘nirﬂ!ﬂe
library,
undoubltedly a source of pride
to them, and could serve, tn-
day,as a sample of early Br-
enham resjdents* reading ha-
bils, Ineluded among the vol-
umes were many clascies ag
well as popular writings by
contemparary aathors,

The collection was,

The eldest Higrins san, Wil-
Ham A, became ona of Ern_-n—
ham?s ﬂ'u'quL" vers, He
also, In 1853, served as Chisf
Justice of the county in which
his r had settled during
the early davs of the Eepublic,
and resources will
be given at the con
this series,
Copyrighted by Betiy Plum-
mar, 1870,
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ing for children in t
unjty.* Trustees ace

By BETTY PLUMMER

Concerned parents, living in
the Hickory Grove settlement
during the early 1840"s, or-
ganized 2 school for the eduo-
cation of their children, The
school was named the Hickory
Grove Academy, The originil
structure was replaced inlf48
with a *feadar box!! building
and repamed the Masonle Aca-
demy, Influences of these sch-
ools excellent academic and
moral curriculum are still
felf in present-day Brenham,

The establishment of anac-
ademy, located in asmall set-
tlement, was indicative of the
interest taken in education by
gearly settlers who chose to
rear their children in the Br-
enham area, So as to insure
continued education for the
Hickory Grove settlement vo-
ungsters, Jesse Farral, owner
of Tands on whichthe Academy
was located, conveyed 25 a

it eltizens of ti
town of Brenham, They were
1

H. C, Melntyre H
gins, Willlam Nor

Ham Tom, Cary ;J.nr]- ¥a
In 1B48-49, Graham Lodge
#20 of Brenham bought (he

property and built a

new

ool house which becam 1]

then the first Iree pub-
lic school established in Texas

the Masons of
talned the sal
demy atyle. Tt
dod tultion base
jects taken b
Matrieulation

Anelant Lan-

guage or Math cost 34,

ementary English w:
Ordinary English
$3.00, The | 1
med that

“Dead of Gift to the Trusteas
of Hickory Grove Academy?
the land on which the school
stood, plus enough extra land
surrounding. the building to
number two acras,

The Hickory Grove Aca-
demy was ‘“situated on the
road leading directly from
Farral's resident (o James
Clemmons® mill,"* Tha sch-
o0l fract, today, is bounded by

t ‘Academy, Ross, Croc-
keit and Independence Street,

In deed the land tothe Truos-

Grove sdents wera in

tad by Jal
early Brenhs
annolated th

Brenham spanned
from the early
the twentieth
structure rema
zingl sitewm
when i

tabod n




Early Sett

By BETTY PLUMMER

Satiters Arrive
Early setllars arrived in the
Brenham-Washingion County
area by many different routes,
Parhaps the most popular oy
erland roule used by ssillers
coming from Misso Irl, Ten-

Brazos
"*";p--:’.l 5=
s dawn
th || Lnds
near Brenhan embars
of dour familfes !'Ef..'-_'.ur]
hrough marriage - the Ro=
binsons, Gales, Boatrights
Ruykendalls from Arkansas,
Other families mot related o
the afbrementioned groups,
vet arriving at about the same
time, wers the MeNeesas of
Narth Carolina and Alleorns
from Georgia,
A short whille later the Ja-
mes Walker familv of Ken-
lucky erossed the river {into
Austin's eolony, andsettledon
lands now inside the 1imils of
Brenham, 4 direci daseandanl
of the Walkers and fhe Jamai-
sons [of Austin's second col-
ony) is a residentof Branham-
Edgar Matchatt. Before the
death of his & ']'|| MRS
Matehatt  th Matchatt
marda urn.l-uu._, In:' FECOn-
EE‘]'IL,, and care of the Walkar
Camelary, localed on James
Walker's ul’ mllysatliedle-
of lapd, Several Ausiin
ecolonisis are ]
historic old
grave is that o
rington, on 05a

arrived in

,Iw-:i.'_..:.~ 1 L
EUMINEr j
ond colon L0 !
near Brenham I.uar'- ‘-rll Ta
.H!"I‘d.:_.'[:'m, her son William
Dever, B.F, Armstrone, Da-
vid Avers. Alaxander Bailey,
Horatlo Chrlesman, the Cls |r-
kes: Robart r[m.*!, Fhllip
Cog, John Cole, Joseph Davis,
u".ﬂ;t:-,- Amna E"II"|F"'.. Joghug
Fletcher, Elizabeth  Gordon,
Joseph Harbour, The Hope
Brothers, Harmon Hensley,

[s8ac
san, (he

Sandfard
Schirfor, Nelson Smith

Iackson, Ismac Jamai-
Lawrences, Isaic
Hiram Lees.
James
. Ashiey
R, Stevens, Land was _uran‘.-zd
16 most of these colonists th-
Irieen years bafore
wis established.
Same by
While most is chose
o make le journey overiand
did come by 7

Lag and his son
Woodwa Td,

Brenham

coloni

SME Water, | e

boals were primarfly pultic
COnveyances, however., same
wire privat ! . The
best know privats chartered
erafl was the first hoat sohe
diuled (o br e ealon 'Sf.‘;. in
Taxas. Tho 14w
fitted by f-.a-!;-!l H
wioalthy f]"-"_-' er of
Alistin's -'i 155mibe 4t
yiviinla College, Littisherry
Huwklns later came 10 Texgs:
and el Brenham for their
home, The " Liwmlv agt Noew
Orleans aon Nov, &0, 1821, Sgv-
eral versions are fold as o
the location of Ausiin's antici-
pated rondekvous  with the
boat, Dne version lalls of
the Empresaris walttig at the
mouth of New Yegr's Creek,
whitre eiphipan Years later the
Brazos River 'r-'.nlu f Warren
flourished. ¢ Y2 milesegst
of B |."|"|.I|nn '|"|-r~ i11-Tated
Liwa]ye never reached s
PeNULEvous podnt.

I'he  sehooher
was cl

I'rans-

chiarterad hy
rlesmian, in 1821
famfly fom 1
the Austin colony
ter, ia

aboar

ip lands on M 5!1

Ayers hoj
worshlp in new
incasiors. John a
had alss

New Wn

rid twa cenluries ago,
\fter applving for a rrantaf

Texus land, the 1d of

1y woiild Irequently o

the Austin colany, seek m-.t

innd, have it surveyed and

bulld & house, A8 more ok

ward of

ers Arrive

tlers grrived In Ihe colony,
lands surroundine Brepham

2 spiedily chosen, Thess
L 325 wera daseribad 1-- nﬂr!'

rw.ls ravellers as the fingsl

1 Texas, Frequently, the ser-
..--5 Intept of a seifler Iy
aclually cultivate andlive upon
his iand was questioned. Such
questions were usually laid to
rest by a ceremony which re-
quired the land grantee o
throw rocks, pull Up grass,
irn ovap the sofl, and chop
down tress.  ts Signifying
his Intent b setile ang eutti-
vate, himself, Tand speoila-

ki by of wealth in the Stales
was the cause of quastioning
a settler's inlentions,

One nntable early settler
who JTocated Tewas land and
rlﬂn rer’-r"'m.‘ for his family

samue] Seward. In 1832,
ind a beauttful hillsite an
located a spring,
ned with his fam-

.:"mnm
b "]' an &ewari 5
irip. A larger
he started build-
in E...E still stands atop
iginm] 3'*‘15!": szleciad
of tha
Iater moved to
Hit hion 565 Opa
it by Osear
LLi ] uL.Lu'jE in br,_.—
The satiler, 8

Was 2 cousin of Sepra
tary of Siats Willlam H, Se-
Abraham Lincoln's

&

cabinet,

Credits and resources will
be given at the conclusion of
the series,

Copyrishtad by Batty Plum-
mer, 1970,




CHAPTER I
Passport to Texas

According to Guy M, Bryan,
brother of the noted early Br-
enham lawyer Beauregard Br-
yan and both great-nephews
of Stephen F, Austin, Andrew
Robinson was the first settler
in the Brenham-Washingion
County area, Thirty-ona year
old Robinson, wife Naney(Ga-
tes), and sonAndrewJr., came
to the colony in the Bl of 1821
and settled approximately fif-
teen miles northeast of Bren-
ham. Hobinson later bullt a
ferry boal, and judging from
prices clarged for ferrage in
the early days, must have
made 4 comfortable 1iving. To
¢ross the Bragos during the
early 1830's, it ecost $1 for
wagon, T5¢ for bupgy with two
horses, 50¢ for bugey withone
horse, 25¢ foramanonhorse=
tack, and 106 for school chil-
dren on ponles. Around this
ferry the town of “Labadle,"
fAnglictzed provounclation of
La Bahia) developed where
Hobinson openad a hotel in
1830,

Early colonists, entering
and leaving Texas were ra-

quired fo have passports, Al-
though most were issued by
the Mexican government, Ste-

phen F, Austin issued pass-
ports for several of his col-
onists, One such passportwas
fszued to Willam Gates, fa-
ther of Nancy Robinson, It was
granted on Dac, 2%, 1621, and
Signed by Austin as “eiviland
military commander of the
colony forming on the Brazos
and Colorado Rivers, In the
provinee of Texas, under the
government of New Spain*
Other fam{lies soconarrived
oward the end
uykendalls
a.nd Hlmrns* membersof both
familjes later became Eren-
ham residents, In the Kuyk
dall group came the head of the
clan, Adam, and his sons Ab-
ner, Peter, Joseph, and Hob-
ert, The Kuykendalls had ori-
gimally come to the Unfted St-
ates from Holland, and later
seflled In Arkansas, where
they became acguainted with
the plans of Moses Austin, Al
ope time he owned and culti-
vated a large plece of land
poar Little Hock, Ark, The

Kuykendalls, after coming fo
the Austin colony west of the
Brazos, setiled at several lo-

cations, and ultimately recei-
ved grants of four leagues in

present day Washington Coun-

ty, In 1834, the eldest som,
Abner, died from tefanus as
a resnlt of knife wounds re-
ceived during a fight at San
Felipe. His killer was repor-
ted to be the first man legally
executed in the colony for
murder. The =on of Abmer
Kuvkendail, Jomathan Hampion
was later engaged by William
Barrett Travis as his helper,
only two years before Travis
met daath at the Alamo,

house In Elren!mm ﬂiE All-
corns setiled -- E'll]:a.l!t, wifa
Naney, sons James, William,
John, Thomas, Elljottand dau-
ghter Mary Ann, Elliott All-
eorn later moved within three
miles of Breoham, where he
was killed Dec, 20, 1366, His
plder brother, Thomas, mov-
ad into the town of Brenham,
and was still a resident of the
elty in 1673, Mary Ann mar-
riad Parrott McNeese, son of
John McMNeesee of North Car-
alina, Members of the Me-
Neese family held offices in

Robinsons Ist To Arrive

the county, and later city pos-
itions after Brenham waseas-
tablished. Mrs. Charles Dan-
heim, a Brenham resident, is
related, by marriage, to the
McNeeses of Austin's colony,
Mrs. Danheim still rocalls
evants told her about the ears
1y setllers.

Credits and resources will
be given al the conclusiof of
the series,

Copyrighted by Betty Plum-
mer, 1970,

{To Be Continued Thursday)




By BETTY PLUMMER
CHAPTER T
Colonial C u!ll‘dl fons

After a ferry al the Brazos
River-La Bahlila Hoad cross-
ing was established, seltlers
could more easdy bring fam-

iliss, equlpment, and workers
into the A -'-""l' colony, Durine
ttie early davs alinost every-
one was 4 frmer. He Birmed
a8 a means of sustenance or
iis Emly, Then, as farming
oparations noreased and be-
came pasier, the farmenr's xc-
tivities pecame more diversi-
fied, He became, alse, aStore
keopar, Blacksmiih, mill op-
erator, and gin operator, un-
Hl avenlually he Jound ldm-
sell oparalime a8 self-suffi-
cient plantation; In time, the
are: surrounding Brenham
developed into larpe f[arms,
and plantations Such a5 oS
sperated by the Afflacks, Fal-
ders, Lipscombs, Clays, Br-
ownines, Coles, Stamps, Me-
Neeses, Frankling, Chappells,
and Jarksons,

Maost of the colonists  who
satffed  (ear Brenkdm wepe
from southern stales, As col-
onists  established  lome-
steads, and bullt housas, hay
atternpted o recaplire some
of the flavor of their formerx
homes, Although most sarly
houses began 48 o028 Or one
and one=hall story cedar log
strictures, the houses were
gxpanded and renovaied as the
family grew In numberandaf-
fuepcy, Remodellng proces-
sos  jnvarialy brought the
houses to more closely re-
semble southern-siyle planta-
tlon houses of the older sta=
tes, Gallaries, or porches,
were usad when possible: and,
the houges weore always buflt
facing south or lna soithecly
direction o ag 1o take advan-
tage of the breeze, When sac-
and  stories were added, se-
cond floor gallaries were al-
most automatically added, oo,

Many houses bufll by eacly
setflors are still sarding in
and around Brenham, Al-
thoweh most have been remaos=
deled o keep pace with so-
called progress, linesofearly
archileciure are still delight-
fully visible. Fregquenily, a
hotise hegan as 4 single rooin
log cabin, and through nume-
rous additions eventually rea-
ched ample proportions. The
nsual nlerior style, withwide
cominrtible center hail and

square siaped roomns

each side of the hall, kasbeen
retained by most early-
house owners, even though

the exterior has undergone
griereml] remodeling. Several
of the oldest houses in Texas,
biedlt by Austin colonists, and
garty citizens of the Republic
of Texas still grace the fownol
Brogham and surrounding

conntrysite,
To a large extent conditions

in the countryside determ ined
the sites uponwhichearly col-
onists jocated thair homes, As
with all pioneers, the avail-
ability of water, hostility of
Indians, type of soll, albun-
dance of game, and healthful
surroundings were conside-
riations. The Austin colonists
were forfupate, however, [or
eonditions in the Brenham ar-
ed were ideil for setilers.

Water was almmdant, for in
addition fo the Brazos River
laree streams with many trl-
butaries generously laced the
lands. The water {tsell was
exceptionally sood, so.pood,
in faet that oneearly {ravel-
er remarked, ""'l'exans gs-
cribe  the” salubrity of the
country. to fhe wator, which
they fthink conlains some
medical virtye "

Indian problems ware | bmit-
ed, 25 compared toather parts
of the colonpy, Thieving Indians
indead, wasaproblem but cer-
{aimnly mot comparable to the
Indian atrocities along the co-
ast, and north of San Antonlo,
Actual ineidences of people
killed by Indians In the Prep-
ham area were few, excepting
the Gougher famity and Mes-
tor Clay, Clay attacked on lils
own land near ‘o creek whish
still bears his name, outran
the Indiams, but died {rom
wonnds shortly afler reaching
his home. Among all the set-
tlers lhere was, of course an
ever eminent dancer from
roving banks of Karankows
who oceasionally wandered in-
Iand from the eaasl, or Come-
manches coming down the Br-
azos from lands further
north, It was these possibil-
ities, rather than probabili-
ties, which prompted early
sefilers to build thelr housas

nnder o hiil, Several

of the Austin eclonists, st
gn their original sites, attest
io the selectivity with which
homés were locited, One ho-
use built in 1824, and still
standing on its original site,
is located between g creek and
ihe crest of 3 hill, just f&r
enough from fhe creek to e5-
pape Irequent overflow, and
beneath e crest of the hill
so a5 o escape detection,
Warmth was also 4 factor in
such Tocatinns. Soma early ho-
uses of particular intarestin
and mear Brenham, which still
stand inelude theColes House,
Seaward hoose, Ml Cr'f:s.ll.
Farm, Giddings house, Pen-
ninglon House, Pampell-Day
house, Lauraine liouse, Hosed
heuse, Kerr House, Dawson
housea,

Timber was shundant in Uhe
present day Brenlam ared.
Cedar foresis grew fhick, and
large oaks and pecans were
found along the streams, The
lnrpe amount of eedar in the
aren  undoubiedly prompted

enrly seitlers to tuild heir
entire houses of cedar, and it
s certainly the reason many
very old structures ha vewith-
gtood the usual fate of rot and
lermites, Large live ogks.al-
s0 ddded beauty as well as
wiod  supply fo the landscape
of Brenham and ihe surroun-
ding hills.

Wild game sbounded in (e
lands west of the Brazos--
wild turkeys, quall, wild cat-
tle, Mexican hogs and deer
were prevelant, 5o were pre-
datory animals, Daniel ‘Ship-
indan, wio crossed the Brazos
in 1822, and later [ived 1in
Brenham adjaesnt to the Hrest
raflread station, noted in his
memoirs “spotted leopards'
itt the Brazoz bolloms, pan-
thers, wildcats, and the black
bears which were "very bad,’
Rivers, creeks, and streams
were infested with alligators.
Noah Smithwick, the early col-
onist and fighier who Teft an
impartant messaze pinned loa
tréeé pear Brerham telling of
the massaere st Goliad and the
Alamo, recalled the alliza-
tors’ habit of crawling up
banks of the Brazos and al-
tacking people camped for
the nirht.




New Settlements Made

By BETTY PLUMMER
CHAPTER I
The Settlements
As additional colonists cr-
ossed the Brazos new sallle-
ments mushroomed in the Br-
epham area, One early Texas
fraveller remarked thal a tw-
enty mile radius, extending
from Washington o below Ch-
appell Hill, included the sel-
tiements which brought civili-
zgation and culture to Texas,
When Bronteim wasestablish-

od the townsite was locatedal- §#

most in the center of this twe-
nty-mile radius; and, from
ihese settlemants surrounding
Brenlam came ltsearly popu-
lation,

Communities developed ra-
pidly during the 1620"s and 18-
30's, By the year 1844, Wash-
inrton County hillsldes were
datted with both small and lar-
ge setflemants, When anactof
the Congress of the Republie
of Texas established Bren-
ham, many county residents
affiliatad themselves with the
new seal of Tustice for Wash-
Ington County, Some bought
lots in the new fownsite and
moved immediately into Bren-
ham, while others continued o
live on their homesteads yet
practice thelr professions
within the lownsite, Falntira-
ces of many early villages
still remain, however, as an
affinity for tradition runsdeep
ameng the citizenry of Bren-
ham and the county,

Early setflement frequent-
ly acquired the name of a
first setfler or a prominent

rson llving In the area:

me villages were also Id-
entified by distinguishing geo-

phic featares. ToOwnS m-
&d for individaals were Coles’
Settlement, Kerr's Setlle-
ment, GayHil, Walker's, Bur-
ton, Fuoller's,Jacksonville,
Chappell Hill, Doddville, Hid-
algo, Harrisburg. For geogr-
aphic features were Turkey
Creek, Hickory Point, Mont-
ville, Tiger Point (for both
people and topography) La Ba-
hia, Cedar Creek, Oak Grove,
Hickory Grove, Vine Grove,
NMames which had special sig-
nificance to those living in the
area ineluded Berlin, Unlon
Hill, Mount Vernon, Ever=
green, Mustang Trading Post,
Washington, Independence,

g0
In 1836, the setllement of
Hidalgo was suggesled as a
possible site for the capitol of
Texas, Although Hildago was
not selected the area still re-
mained populated with manyof
Texas early statemenandlar-

ge land owners,

Located on the bluffs of the
Brazos River, the area known
as Hidalgo could well date back
to the daysofSpanishexplora-
tfons In Texas, Timehasdim-
med the area's early history,

while not complatalyveliminat-
ing ‘physical evidence which
appeared to be linked withSp-
anish soldiers and early mis-
slomries,

Exception Indian tribes who
used the area for camping and
burial grounds, the first
kndwn permanent residents of
the Hidalgo bluff area wasEz-
pkiel Clampitt, a member of
Stephen F. Austin's second
colony, Clampitt arrived be-
fore 1827, and was granted a
league of land four years la-
ter, This league eould possi-
bly have onee been the site of
a Spanish fort or mission, for
on the land structures were
bullt which resembled no other
Anglo=American sattler's
houses, The Jocation, also,
was ideal for a forl or mis-
glon, as the unusuaily il
siructures are Situated on a
bluff 275 feet high where the
river turns from a westerly
to northerly courss, An "ev-
eriasting spring'’ was nearby
and about one hundred yards
south of the buildings was the
La Bahia Road, From Such a
wonderful vanotage point, the
eountryside for miles around
was visible and defensible;
erafts coming either up or
down lhe river could be seen
miles before they reached Hi-
thlgo,

The largest structure om
the bluff was converted into
a residence one and a quar-
ter centuriesago. Renovations
through the vears, by mem-
bers of the Blue, Roehling,
and Gindorf families, have
crogted a lovely sonthern pl-
antation-stvle house with wide
galleries, The underlying st-
ructure of the house, however,
does nol resemble Anglo con-
struction; it 1s guite indicat-
fve of Spanish building prac-
tices, Walls of the house, bath

upstairs and downsiairs, are
twenty-two inches thick and
puilt of solid rock slabs, Ae-
cording to the O, C, Gindorls,
whose relatives have owned
and gccupied theproperty sin-
ce 1868, rock slabs removed
during remodeling were found
tn be five inches thick, Some
of the rock stabs *'still have
big mussel shells in them,"™
according to Gindorf,

A fow hondred vards wasl
of the Gindorf home Is anoth-
er structure whose style and
construction is equally sug-
gostive of Spanish buflders,
This bullding s ihe property
of Fred Sommer, whose [am-
fly seffled on the blufl over
one hundred years ago. The
Sommer structure is particu-
larly unique for it 15 partially
underground and very heavy
timbers support ithe ceiling
and the walls are quite thick,

During the 1830's, a town
was laid out on the adjacent
league by members of the
Reynolds family, developers

of Hidalgo Plantation, This
tract is still referred toasthe
Hidalgo league, which was ta
have been the name of the new
town, The townsite was set up
to contain ten large tracts,
rupning from the Brazos Ri-
ver back foward the La Bahia
Road, During pre-Texas Rev-
olution days many such lowns
were 1aid out in the midst of
plaptations, AS one relativea]
Stephen F. Austin remarkedin
1835, *‘the rage now is for
making towns,”’ These lowns
were laid out in plots, and
then advertised in newspap-
grs. Three such plantation
towns wercizid oot in Brazo-
ria County in 1835 and 1836,
Afler Reymolds, one of the few
gleven league owners of early
Texas, received credit for
laying out the town,

Several other families de-
veloped large farms and plan-
iations in the area, Thesa pl-
anters later became affiliated
with Brenham, asriver traffic
ceased and the railroad came
to Brenham. Early residents
included Carnes, Booker, Cr-
osby, Spann, Cumm ins, Rain-
ey, Toler, Allen, Roahlingand
Sommer.




Tiger Point, Jacksonville Develop

By BETTY PLUMMER
CHAPTERTI
Tiger Point

In distance many of the ear-
Iv communilies were ‘‘lers
ribly big;" inpopulation, how-
BVver, the areas were rela-
tively smail, Tiger Point, lo-
cated four to five miles west
of Brenham, spreadover quite
4 wide area. The village, it=
salf, sat atop a high hill with
the sebhool and Saloonadiacent
fo ope another. The location
teday includes the homesiles
of the Tiemans and Hoddes.

Two legends account for the
umisual name Tiger Point, One
story  eredits Phillp Coe,
meniber of Stephen F, Austin's
sacond colony, with nam ing the
village, Captain Coe was a
distinzuished colonial resi-
dent, representing the Wash-
ingion Distriet at the Consul-
tation of 1835, thenlater com=
manding 4 group of area rasi-
donts during the Texas Revol-
uation Coe was also one of the
men salacted to guard the ir-
replaceable Maggage and sup-
plies of General Sam Ho-
uston's men whichware stored
al Harrisburg as theadvancad
army toward the Battle of San
Jacinto,

According to Captaln Coe,
ihe name Tiper Point was giv-
gn the community bacausa its
settlers “were real tigers and
led such fast and furious li-
ves," Cog undoubtedly partic=-
ipated in some of the frontler-
type fast living himself as the
duel fought at Tigar point be-
tween Caplain Coe and Jack
Watson is still recalled.

Lacal historian Harold Rud-
loff, credits the naming of
Tizer Polnt (sometimes called
Tiger Town) to the fact that a
swore clerk in the settfement
was nickmamed Tiger: and, as
he was quite popular with the
ares residents, the community
became identified with Tiger,
the clerk.

Among the early "'tigers"
were Armstead, Armsirong,
Clemens, Lehmann Patty,
Harris, Mund Richards,
Weiss, Lipscomb, Spreen,
Pipkin, Present day "tigers''
inelade Hodde, Tieman, Weh-
meyer, Sommerfeld, Wiese-
pape, Saeger, Yoakum, and
other residents of the Salem
community,

urkey Lree

A communily which came
into prominence in 1844, was
the *“lown' of Turkey Creek.
Since the carly days of the
Austin Colony, settlers had
favored the area located be-
tween Kuyvkeodall and  New
Year's Creeks, Prior to 1835,
eolonists 1iving in the area
were the Earlys, Harbours,
Halls, Gees, Millers; and
later, the Guylons, Meyers,
Kalbows, Wiedes and Zelsses
families.

The name TurkeyCreek was
derived from Turkey Spring,
a large Spring on theGuyton's

i flowed so freely
it created a creek,

When Congress favored a
petition of Washington County
residents requesting a mew
location for the ''seat of jus-
tee," Turkey Creek was one
of the four names sulanitted
for consideration. Apparently,
the majority of county voters
did not look favorably onTur-
key Creek as a county seat,
as 1t was defeated, Such de-
feal, howeyer, in no way dam-
penad the popularity of Turkey
Creek, as two communitiss
today embrace the setflement
whieh vied with Brenham for
county recognition--The Wis-
deville and Earlywine com-
munities,

Jacksonville

Approximately six miles
due east of Brepham once St-
pod the largest town in Wash-
Inglon County, During theear-
1y years of Brepham’s dev-
elopment, Jacksonville reign-
ed a5 queen of commerce al-
ong the Brazos, One of the
maln roads leading from Br-
enkam to the river passed th-
rough Jacksonville; it was a
wide avenue which ranthrough
the centor of town and on fo 4
steamboat landing, opposile
the town of Courtney,

Several Jackson mien came
to Austin’s colony at early
dates--Isaac, Elisha D, Wil-
liam, Terrell, and Gilbert,
According to local history the
town was pamed for Terrell
Jackson, Three leaguesofland
in Washington County wers
grianted lo Jackson as a mem-
bers of bolh first and Second
Austin colonies. The town,
however, was not located on a
Jackson league, but on the
land of Willlam Munson, also
a memberof Austin’s second

colony.

Ta the enterprising Jackson
brothers -- William, Terrell,
and Gilbert -- has bean ored-
ited construction of the first
saw mil] in Washington Caun-
tv. Commonplace though asaw
mill might appear today, it
did not so appear to the early
seftiers. The saw mill wasa
real milestone in man's liv-
ing standards during 1539-40,

Another honor was bestowed
upon the Jackson brothers,
when William was appointed
4 special commisstoner by
order of the Congress of the
Republic of Texas, His insi-
ructions were fo help select
and lay out the townsite of
Brenham, Relatives of Wil-
lizm, Terrell and Gilbert 1i-
ving today in Brenham in-
clide Mercer Hogers and Ro-
bert Rogers,

One inleresting story con-
cerning the use of barter in
early Jacksonville was re-
called by Mrs, B, L, Spain
of Chappell Hill. The inci-
deni, taken from a detziled
diary kepl by one of the Jack-
son girls, told of a man coms=
ing o the Jacksonville Fost
Office (o claim a registered
letter, Postzge due amounted
to fwenty-five cents, an am-
ount exeeeding the man's cur-
rent finances, As security for
the letter, the man left his
horse with the postmaster and
caught 3 ride home. He re-
turned next day with (he re-
quired twenty-five cenis and
reclaimed his horse.

Credits and resources will
be gpiven al the conclusion of
the saries,

Copyrighted by Betty Plum-
mer, 1950,

{To Be Continued Wednesday)
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