
BUSTER, Capt. Claudius, b. in Somerset, Pula~ki Counly, Ky •. . January 21, 181(1 , 

d. December 27. 1889. He carne t.o T0xas in lH'3(,, h0ld t·ank nf Ca ptain at. 
1hc Rat"t.IP of Mier, fought Dec('mhnt· 2.'')-(), lfV•2~ wa~ captllt'<'cl and kPpt in 
prison at the Castle of Perote, City of ~1cxico until relca~ed in l£V1l~:. 



Copy of letter from Claudius Buster. 

"Castle of Perote, !!arch I84h. 

My dear Brother : 

·,'lere I writing to any other than one of the family I would have ~ew :-.aterials 

out of which to compose a letter , being confined within prison walls, withou~ 

change of scene, or of treatment. But to you and the rest of our faoi~ : cou1i 

writ.e almost continually. I feel an inexpressible concern for you all, but 

for you and Freeman, who are, as it were, just entering into the ~orld, ! feel 

more than an ordinary desire to render you that assistance and advice that an 

elder brother of some experience is calculated to give, and which you so =uc~ 

need. 

By speaking thus I do not mean to undervaluate the counsel of our dear and 

loving father and mother . On the contrary, I would advise you to give the ~st 

particular heed to their counsel, and be obedient to their every jud~nt. 3u~ 

still there are offices which none but a senior brother can fill, than ~ch 

nothing ~Tould give me more pleasure . 

I ~~ sorry that it is not within my power to flatter you ~th the hope o~ seei~~ 

you all soon, tnough for all that I know we may be liberated ~ a •ery start 

t~~ . The prospect; I must confess, looks very gloomy. ~e see in the latest 

accounts from Texas that a bill was before the Congress authori:ins t~e Ua:~r 

General to raise a volunteer army to invade the Rio Grande country 1 the ctes~'"U 

of ~hicn is good, but I must think the effort a very lame one. i am pretty we:~ 

satisfi~d that an army will not be raised, but should it be the case, =Y advi~e 

to you is that you should stay at home at present. 

Uy abs~nce is as much as Mother should have to l~ent, and there are ~the~ 

weighty considerations which should prevent you from goinc on any ca~ign 

st. your ag<! in life . I speak from know1edce of tl.e evil results ••• 

I recP.iv~d on the 2Ist of last month a letter written by ~. Hughes, dat~~ 

llov. 28th, a part of "hich bearing my Uother 1s name . It is impossible to i.:na in~ 

the e~tions of ~J heart, on openine the letter, and seeinti the ~na of st.ra~ 

Beine ~.a' led at !.:t. Vernon, having heard of much sickness in Texas, and havit 

;.;...;.:;..:;....;:;.:~:!21ve '"'llnths 
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my parents, I looked again before I dared read,- and saw my ~other's name •• 

OH, thought I, It is my Father who is dead ••• What feelins when I read and saw 

Father's name mentioned as one living l My relief was inexpressible • • 

In a moment there flew into my mind the charge of a depending family; on whom 

this charge devolved,and on whom should the mind turn but yourself, Brother? it 

is an awful reflection, but a reasonable one. This life with all its allurements 

is transient and fluctuating. Prepare yourself for such an event, but we hope 

and pray that our parents may live to see all their children reared and set-

tled in life. 

I regret most seriously that it has been my ill- fortune to render my poor 

Father and Mother as much unhappiness as I have, but if I am permitted to get 

home, I t hink I shall never render the same unhappiness again •• 

Tell Reuben and Jane that I am pleased at their union, and I hope that each 

will perform the office in the strictest propriety of husband and wife, and my 

prayer is offered up for their happiness ••• 

I wonder if you suppose that I do not want to hear from Polly and Elizabeth 

and their fanilies •• Elizabeth ' s name was mentioned. but Pol\y's was not . 

Mr. Hughes has my \'farmest thanks for his favors and friendly promises , and I hop~> 

that he will never have reason to regret any advances he may make in my favor •• 

It is needless to say that we are almost destitute of clothing. ·.7e get at this 

time enough to eat, but of very coarse diet; vary little alteration in our 

treatment since Mr. Bradley and J. Hill left; they can give a particular account. 

Tell Mother than I have no chains on , but am by no means a stranger to them. I 

also have to work a little, which does not hurt anything but my feelings, The 

idea of being a se rvant to so degraded a people is as much as I can bear . But 

comparatively speaking,! have been much favored . I also have great reason to 

be thankful for my good health, amid the much suffer ings which we have exrerienc-

ed. 

I have the unpleasant task to state that Campbell Davis died on the 18th day 

of February last. He hecame much re~,t~·?d in flesh and stren~h :'!"o- a 11)!12' spel 



-3-

of dysentery. He became despondent and finally took laudanum, which took him off • 

Canpbell and Burrass I be ;ieve are all of your acquaintance who have d1 h r • 

Twenty-t\TO have been buried in this castle . The health of the pri9on~rs hnrc 1 bn 

ter at this time than it has been since we have been here. John Toops, Cha • H ''"" 

sley, James Armstrong,Edward arrl Richard Keene, Thomas I. Smith. G.W · Bu h. nd 

L.D.F. Edwards are in good health . Also Col . WilliamS. Fisher, Jos. McCut.cllOOn, 

Dr . l4c¥ath, W.D.F. Harrison and P. Lusk. 

I was much hu:bt to hear of the deaths of our neighbors, I presume ttn t .ramao Gc"l 1-

vert died in the mountain3. I have not yet heard from him. MAjor r•ot"Hm I~ In Mn~ .. 

ico- well, the last account . 

The following is a listof the men who were killed at ~ier. 

William H. Hannon, lockermon, Jackson, Hopson, Bassett, Dickson . oru ,John E. ,Jon 

of my Company. Dr. Towers and A. White pf Ca:neron County: lJ. Cronlcen, ,J !.'! , l'crry 

andJames Austin, of Reece's Company; Dr. Brenham, D. Rice, John IcroM, Fl t..tpnt.t•lck 

and Haeendon of the Bexar peisoners were killed at S.'llado, in tho tweak llll tho 

Guard. 

The foll01fing are the names of those shot, or rather, murdnro 1, at. tho Snl lo 

March 25, I84) . James M. Ogden , lJcThomson, Henry WhalinG, ,Jame:J Turnlmll ,Robo1·t. 

Dunham, James Torrey, Wm, RO"Ifan, Thos, L. Jones, Robert Harris, Chrt3tophnr RCih• t'L , 

John Cash, Capt . Wm . Eastlal'Xi, Patrick Mahan, ~·r.c. Wing, r..o. Cook, .T.L. Shophet·rt. 

The names of all who have died would require too much space . 

Tell little Billy and Temple that I want to see them very much, to ba goo:i dti 1 :i •en 

and learn their books. Tell Margaret and Sally that I want to sec the:n o. ivan •a in 

learning and grace, as I know they muct be in size . Tell Fran es that if it 1e r. n

venient I would like that she do not make any engagements till I return, unle"'s a 

very worthy object presents itself. 

SO:'!letimes I almost forget the features of the children •• Father wUl still de the 

best he can lfith my little affairs •• I still hope to get home so~:~et.ime bef"re--

Bid )[other be of good cheer . The God that has r:-otected me 30 far will, I hcp , 
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m! r.Tt.tn!.'t J rolll a letter fro C.yrt. . Claudi 

llu!tt , luln "' tlL 111 ,,,,}"' 11. ,/~n~.ltl!l • Er . , ttnd .. :rphlr it.Ml.t • 

Th-~ l'J.ur Y.;rv. 11t.1on 

11.1 rontl. , tp• ,,,.,11,, .,., n ln Ut•J r1pring uf f; .l'. I v~ in the Vasquez and Yoll 

, ,.,,.,,,1 I!""• tJ,,, i rt t.W ;,,,,,,ntlJg ~11111;1'•1S;71 '• the Xier 8xped1t1:m. 

'11t1 ~ 111'1 ,u:n ulf i.,~ u " '"'j~~t l!:U u~re~.r....,d tha.n li.'7f o!ll,.r por...!on of l1cxaa 

t.1 11 1ht':f• 1 ll'!!II!Yl t.h• ,.,,t,1; u., t•n1 ~r,rtdiJ-:t.. of thc.oe mn \&.o t-a.rlicipo!.ed in 1otlat ie 

IJa l l,,l U1g H1.«lr tl.l'fl'"l1 1.1tm. 

'I'll~ M1• r 1, ., ,,,,'>r 1" nn t, lh•ltJ:f flpprooiB ~-i l:rJ the people ot Texaa as he \Ia~ by 

h1" "'''"'..,,,., 1 wh•t 1-t~ " .- 1 I t,h!J I ~t•~h. For i.Nstanc~ , a !ell ye~ swce the let;ial.a

t,u,.. ,,r ·r~7"'' P" ""'"' 11 n 11r.t gl"'fltl n~ 1?80 acrl'ls of land to old •ter8J'\.5 , the Hiar 

pr1W'r"'r Wil li TJt1t M nl.1 '•(JllfJ S n th., IICt. 

w., w1 11 J>IIIUJ ,,v,,r ,.,,,r h1et/J'f"J' fro,. D-Jc . 26, 18lt2, the d.sy on which the battle 

fl f H1tlr t:tJI'IImtl".#Jf1-a t~AttJ..e wt't1ch tenr1 M tod in our being naede prison-::ra of v ar. 

A11Jto u~~· wfl Jrmf, t,h,, vi r:t..flry af ttJr f1J-1lt1ng 18 hours, no om who participated in 

1 t, 111 a11h 1111WJtl ,,f' J 1,. 

A ft~r 1111r r.• ptur, , "" war" Vll-:on to Kat&loloras, thence to Monterey, on to 

Balt111o arvl u.,n,.., U1 !lal.ado, arr 1T1ng there on Beb . 10, l 8u3. ','hile it 

Hli! taltll,rall, '1M 1111ul1J a up to r1 ee on th'! eu&rd the firs t favorable opportunit',r . On 

twr1 ''c~•ll1''"" \lfJ t.hmw,ht to M k•• th'! effort --once before lie reached Monterey and 

•tt•! n t.lfl t WI'tfln t,hf)~' rmrt llol t1 U o . Each ti.Jne we were balJatd by 'lmtcnrard c i re\llllltance•. 

At tlf l.adt, , llowrJvor, '1M Wl"..l'll .,nablAd to carry our detl31"11'd.nation into effect . Here on 

Fet1. )] 1 101.), wall f <lltY.ht t .ho "Dat tll!l o f t he Rescue.• Our guard, under COJIITI&Jld of 

O..n. ltarap.n, r.rmll1 et,r,d o f 1ntant17 It' eava.J..r:r in about eqaal nuabere- outnumbering 

u11 at;out 2 tA1 l . w., went "'JAJ'ded in an 1ncloeed corner o! the courtyard of about 

!i{) :yarti• equant. C11.1r quarter• W:nt inclosAd on ) Sidell by high valls, the Uth s i de 

b7 a vall about •• h1 1')1 •• a ~~~an' • shoulders on the outside of which lind at the 

:yard ptA or door vh1oh lfld into the court :yard mentioned were placed eentinel.a on 



duty. 'ibe b8J.anco of the infantry not on in:letllnte duty had r;t.ncked their ann!! near 

the center of this courtyard, & in fUll view of our m n as they rushed out of our 

small inclosure through the St!\8J.l door into U1is yard. The men who .N.r et got out 

ran a.nd s iezed theso arms t.:. dis tribute<\ then among the m n aa they came out. a t the 

door. The infantry was t.aken by s urpri t'IO o.nd ro.'lde but fceblo resilltrulce . At the 

2 

outer or larger gate was stationed a s tronger r;uard & they had tL"1'9 to prepare for 

resistsnce. '!hey succeeded 1n firing only one volley before we were upon them. They 

gave li8Y' at once & about ono-half of the cava.l.ry ITlOunted and scaprored off. We secured 

about 90 headfof the:i.r horses. We lost 4 or 5 men in the batt le, & they about tho 

same number. Om· men had been instructed not to kill tl.r\T one unnccosaariq, as we 

were compelled to lemre in their hands 1S or 20 men- solll8 wounded, sorno s ick , & 

~ev unw1.llir>g to risk the changes of escape . All we wanted was liber ty, incl uding 

their arms, horses & such other things as were deemed needful in our of!orte to get 

home. A small amunt of roney fell into our hands . Eve ry lll8.1l clai.Jned the horae he 

saddled. I !o\D'ld a little • burro" , the smartest I had ever oeon undor U1e eaddl.o . 

nlis I munted, & a better little traveling animal would be hard to find. 

The m:me,y part of our epoils was pl aced in rrry hands. 1his bei nc silver, wu 

soon found to be too heavy for zne . We would ride ( l tie or rest each other on Ule 

march, so that Jl\1 little "jinn,y" always had. a rider. As soon as possible I made a 

d18tr:Urution o! our funds, aroounting to t5oo or ~600 each . \lihen all were oerved 

I had m:ar two shares left, rot. beinr able to nake the exact chanp.e . 

We lett the ranch Salado about 10 ot 12 o• clock & our first stop was at San 

3 
Salvador, about fifty miles . We then traveled C>1"' 12 or 12 llliles £:. stopped to rest. 

The men dropped dnwn 1n line & in 10 Pd.nutes WPN- all asleep. 

Feb. 12 we resuned 1118.1'ch at daylight leaving the Saltillo road about 10 o 'cioek, 

bearing to the l ett for the Zacatecu road, vhich we struck in about 10 Lile-s , hence 

turning to the le!t !or the purpose of obtaining water at a hacienda \lhich was in 

ei(!Jlt. We ~ound the vater tank near the h'U8e, guarded b7 a few re~ scldien, who 
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He .,83 presentod a scone vhich I can never forget, and ch could have be!'n 

pe fonrctl hy o ur rren only under circUJ'IlBtances of direst necese1 t y • \rt'hlle m o t 

t r.a , n , re killing and butchering our faithful a.ni..nals, o ther-8 buUcl.inr, .firc e 

a .. ,, or: ffo1c te f or eoold.ng. C•ur saddle wallet-81 by cutting the11 i n tvo, ro convorted 

l nt.o hsveteacl&. About 3 o ' clock ve left csrnp anrl that nir,ht at 10 o ' clocY. can; d 

in deep tAvine without water. 

On leh . 16 o\lr course uas etill nor th . This day our real. a roey incren d f o r 

t'ai CJ1 out• tuen vere le1't on the trail exhausted, and here , unfodunatel.y , w 

.otot~ttencad the use of the palrllotto juice . 

Fu\1. 17 \1a cUecovered i nnediately on our course eom l'i!xioe.n ep lee in n valle,r . 

A' 1\B tmB l>O\lt 12 o ' olock. We changed our course a little to Ule eat"Jt, hopi nr. to 

l ml wa l-.:~r. Alas, no si gnal came .frorn any of our water huntert~ . On this day a 

l1a t t. vas made & soma of our men pulled and trie d to e at the prickly loaves . John 

1 .... ps 1 a 1oternber o1' '11\r co~a.ey, &: II\Y'86l.f l eft the m&1n p&rty and s truck off west 1n 
8 0 

aea ch of wa ter. After about an hotn"' e walk rq comrade, John Toops , bec&JIW) Afaint 

t.hat. he vaa coq~elled to lle dovn under the shade o! a bush . I would not loaYe hi.rll. 

But. ~tum evening came and the sun eank behind a high JrOuntain, Toops revived . We 

ttmillut\a tel y made our \Ia¥ back to the trail. Fancy our ! eelinge when we round that 

a cou1p&f\V' o J M extean cavalry vae on the trail. Coneequently ,.., were c ut off !1'0111 

o ur maiu hml¥ of lllBn. So, instead o! trying to rejoin theJil, we took tho back track. 

Tc•opa \n hie nak state threw away hie g\01 & cartridgeeJ also hie mat. I held on 

-/A6-;/ 
t.o '!1\f gun & part of IV &Mnunition. Mine ve.a a acapel I ha¥e f.aked from a cavalry-

__.., ard -vaa lighter than his, a co111110n IIIU8ket. In tvo nore dlqe ve came to a hole 

tn a rook whi ch eontained about one barrel of water. 'Ibis water Toops had four.:l 

5 o r 6 dAys before vhile atraggllng off fro11 the l'llain party. At which tilae, after 

dr:inkinB what he wanted, he brought • a gourdtul., which, after t.Jd.ng one muth.ful. 

' 
l di 'Vided out ..,ng the !ud.ahing •n aa far aa 1t vo•·ld go. Notvithatanding Toopa 

fA~ tf'. 
save out. ttrat, and I U.Ve to vait on hia, when ve cot back to th1a vater he vu 1n 

bet. t.er condi Uon than I vaa. 
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., d not talk and co ld walk only wi tb ere at l'tY ton(tUO was swol1nn r.o thnl u. 

difficulty. He wont ahond & wh(ln ho cnnll t.o Ule wn t.or, which was about a Qttnrtcr 

of a milo from tho t.rnil , ho w1•ut. hnnk nml ho.lload tor roo' and I hurriod on ' 11 th hllll 

to his little hole of wat<'r. 1t \TllU now nhout tho 6th day since 1 hnd enjoyed a 

good drink. It ie iJ'I}.xHJSiblo to doscribe ono ' s fE'olinG8 whilo thus sufforj nr, . When 

s 

w would com to n bed of dry' Gnnd in n hollow, whore thore had been wntor in wet 

seasons, \o'C would scratch holoe in it and llo in it ne you have seen hors do to cool 

thecaolves. Now that ho hnd fow1d wntor it boonme necessary to exe:-cise prudence and 

not drink too much . Ho had a tin cup t. IT\V first drink of half a pint felt very cool 

1.n 1V etoms.ch, but uru1otut·al. lt wM IIV)J't'l Hko n drolUll of drinlcin8 than tho reality. 

I t.'Unk tho stoMach was coattld eo that the wntor lUd not circulate or nourieh the 

syatem. He thon built a 1'1re, 8nct 1.n our cups of water we put a 8TMl.l portion of 

meat &: a little luq> of 8\tfr&T. We had ono pelonca and a peace of horse me•t the 

sise of one's hand. Thus wo made a st.ow and ate. Very soon after eating thie we 

wre all right and enjoyed the dollcioUB luxury of drinking all the water we wanted 

vi tbout injury. 

We rezna!.ncd at thie placo about 2h hours. We filled our water gourds-we had 

tvo, but om of the.rll leaked. Lcavinc, we vent down the ranne in an eaet.em direct-

ion between t'WQ very high t:rJWltai ns. We IJOOn eraptiod tJ1e lcaey gourd the first ~ 

and that ni~t the other. Our proiJl"Cne Wile very l!llow for we wtlrc entirely too 

feeble to travel fast. 'n16 eeoond night a.fter leaVing our wator hole, we came to a 

beautiful running croek. 1 did rut tAko t iJIII• to tUp it up in the cup, but. la_y oovn 

to it and drank tUl l '"'' Mt.id'ied. I t.h:in)c I nner enjoyed anyth1n~ 110 much • 

.Jun. before we CMit to UM OJ"etk w crot~sed a big road loading when or where ""' 

krwv not. A.1'ter leaVins Ul" or.tek w vent. up on t.ht\ 1'1\cle of the rat.. about one

hall ld.la ' lay vn & •hpt t.Ul ~li Rht.. When "" arose w. wre in full view of 

a larp re.nCh. We could IM.te eolcUera on hor• back & •n traveling on the road w 

bad croned 1n the n1flht. W. lou no t1• 1n gettinc hrther back into the brullb 

& oft of •1•\• We eooa p\ 1nto a t.r&il or -u road 1.. di 
.. __ .,. •ut betwen 2 II\ a. 



Wllon ~ 1 .a~ clown 'h.r tho side of the road TJ 11!1 vn fll}lttWOtl 11111.\ I 10 IH' 11 n 1 elllC'!k1 '" " •v "'J 

t•• r nt. fnr' \f1l WQt1J 1'1, 111 Vlltj' ft•''"''' • 

Will I•• ' ·''"" r •nl, lllfl Itt 11; fnnt. or t.ho ror\(l n Jr:xtcnn cnme by driving a packed 

'''" ru. II•• Jth"""'' ma fJ "' vt ,. """' un, o1• :1 f no, he novor turned hie hend. He appear

,, w lm 111 " fii"nO 1. hurt·y , ~~ulur: \ n t.h•• d1 rt•ot I on of t.hc ranch, near which we had 

olopt. W 1 ft. t.h~ rnnd oo our 1t!ft.1 uttll. traveling cast, came into a large 

'¥1\ ay or p1n1n, ln wl•l oh wn found " wnk, nround which were a good I'!I8.JV signs of 

11 t,o k. 'Wtt WtH'<J now I'Ylt.t.l ng vnr·y lmn('l"Y. Whilo we wero without water we could not 

oat., & Ar!i'l rw,w nur 11 tt.l.tt 11t.ore """' e:xhnnetAld. Very eoon we saw an ox coming 

U1ro111,, u, lnu•h'"'· I h1 11 1'1\YliO 1 r hoh1 nd eomo bruoh, &: when he came near enough I 

~thot. h1JI down. llo OOJIII!If)uood ttcufOinu as 1f ho mir,ht get up. I dropped ley" gun, 

ran anr:1 u•urJJt. h\111 by Uti) uU, hold hi.Jn down lll'ltll Toops loaded the gun and ehot 

h1.a :ln t.hc hftad, I 11t.1U hol<it ng him by tho tail. We now caught our cup fu11 of 

bloO(I Vl1t~h rnn from tho bullet hole in h1.e head, made a fire, cooked & ate that 

fint.. Jlow to g"}t. aey otJaor bonafit from him woe now a problem, !or ve had no Y. 

kni.:f• Y1 t.h wh1 ch to ~tki n ' ' cut tho neeh. All at once I thought of 11\Y g\m1 which 

had a runt. and at-col lock. 'lho cornor of tllo fiing vae eharp. With this t1.1nt 

w oo-noed oporat1 one t'7 pere1 etent ecratching on the side of the ox. I never 

aaw a UaiclciiJr hido em any animal. t:c fina~ cut thru the skin-a cut about a 

toot long. Then tm cut At right aneles about the &BI'te Jeneth. Nov we peeled 

liJI U~e hid~.. ' EO"· 'AI u.~ ent,rn1 J ". Thn neeh wae entirely too touph to cut With the 

:tli;nt, but w euooef!Md jn v.et.ttng h1" liver. n111'1 we could manage very well, 80 

v1 t.hout bt-o8d or • t vu hM a feast. Wft ~1'1&1ned here about 211 hrs., when the 

baaerd• b4Jee_n YJ oolleot., & we V IOUftht 1t beat. to leave. We now changed our 

OOUJ"\M to r10rU .. ••t• 
W• 1t00n 'laM t.o a herder• 1 oaznp- one Mn who appeared to be much alarmed at 

11Nt., but b7 Mld.nc d(J\8 or lrt•nd•h1p w eoon quieted hie feare. Froa hia we 

bo-.&Mo brMcl, .S.lk Ani! ohM•• lt wu atr.a~ late 1.n tbe nening, but we vent 

• ,. .U.e twt..her, then ~d tor the n1Cht. Next dq we croaMd another road 

6 



li \o,'n •-...,, t hid :::-mr.in,& east and ;.:cet, on ..:l : ic.~ we saw !:everal lexicnns trabc n~; . ... 1\.t: 

On the !--:-- ..._~r: , •-:.!.ch r.ade "C.S eo in 8 north direction, crosnnt; a very high cat . 

m:-t.~ ~ic!Q of this r.t. we ca.~ to a d.istille:r;·, 1.-he:::-e reseal. l."lle nade !ron the 

l:'JB.b.JeS plznt. f.. cold ra.:..n was !'alling (; ,;e stayt>d here he.l.!' of 8 day 6. ni(?lt , ll 

here lo"'C bought prcns!.cns. So belated t:ss t."le pia~ tJ.at the people did not e• 
Jt 

u, J::ncw or care 'Who we were . five or six ncn uith the!.r familiofl li·'Sd here . Oro 

can, a J'exi.can , did not live here at this pl~ce , but waG there for G shc-rt. tine . 

He r;ar.ifeGte1 great i ntNrest in us . He went with us for OO\-e cl r-ti.lCll t.o Ghow us 

hov to get through a pa ss tn the r.~ts. t:. avoid the soldiers. After r.ctting through a 

pass in the me..ht as he directed, just before dey we lay down to .. lccp . Next rrorn

ins we f ound ourselves in sight of t1>IO towns . Bandella was one l l have forgot.-

ten the name of the other . We made haste to get out of sight. 

'lhis day lre killed arother bee!, and having bought a knj fo , we had less t roul)le 

in getting something to eat. ltext we encoUl\tercd a sheep ha r cer 1 w!. tit lfltom w op••nt 

the night , & !ro111 whom we bought a kid. 'il-.is was a .l'lOther feast , hut th l.ftet , for 

'1-t'e fotmd nothing in crossing the plain or vall.ey between tho J!'lt.o . & the Rio Ornndt) . 

\t:e were 3 o:b 4 days-we kept no journal & had lost the ti.JTie . \fhon lle camo to tlle 

San Juan river, a stre8J!\ nearly as wide as the Hio Grande 1 there was a ranch i n our 

course & we ley by till dark. 'lhen we etealthily appronched the ranch, found a 

canoe, crossed over & turned it adrif't without seeing aeyone. There are no c;ettle-

gnte between the San Juan and the Rio Grande, & now, when our appetitee had be

come ravenous, we could get nothing. I shot a deer down, & before I could ret to 

it it got up & ran off. Again I shot a cow & then a. mustang, but failed to got 

either of them. 

When we got to the road on the west bank of the river, about )0 or LO ldlwe 

above Laredo, we va1.ked lmm the road a few niles &. car.e to an old deserted ranch, 

where soldiers had encanped, leaving pieces of rav hide and been bonl?s . These we 

vere roasting and eating, when about 10 P'.ex:icans sudde~ rode on to us. I had 

eet 1111' gun down inaide of an old walled houee w1 the ut a roof 
1 

from which we were 

7 



hopcles~· cut off. A eurrcndor wae 1no\1.tnblo • 1'h 1, occm-rocl 1.n the evening. That 

. r • -bl 1 cv"r apont . \-To weru t1 r~cl llnn•lo und feo t , placed night uas the ~rost uncor~or...... o -. 

... \.. r.entinP-.1 ." '-'Cre J>l11Gf.ld ovr:r UB ID t h ord" ra to on our ba.cks ~: th11n tied tor;e ... ,er . - ., .. 

sh~t u~ i f "-e ncved. Next day we "Were tn~n to (lf-n . HolJ 'o h,.nd')oortero on the Yest 

bank of the rlvr.r, opposite Loredo . Here "'e uorc k"pt a few dttyc , thon sent to 

Guerrero , kept there oore 8 or 10 M.vs , then sent to Montcrfey '' on to ~altillo 

were ~ were kept about 3 Monthe . 

On our arrival at Saltillo we \\'ere first guarded 1n ooldicr quarters., but in a 

.fev days we wre renovcd to the state prison. Wo wore firot put tn a room appropriat

ed tc those who had coiTIIIittcd minor offenses. This room was oo much coowd.ed that I 

.folt BlllOtherine• I called to the jailer f( told hl.m I could not stand it. He took 

us out & pl.eced us in AnOther lfiti1 hif11walle & not cover . This WPB a ereat i.np:rove

ment, for here 'lo"e could at leaet ect our l ... reath . But at n1cht we WP."e crowded into 

the room ~n, l : thi.e t im vith the felons, murdorers, rob~ero & thoee who had 

ooJIJllittee tt.e oost heinowt offen.ses . Here we remained eorne twc weeks, let out in 

the d.ayti.Jie into the O?en court. 

About this time a nev p,overnor caJ~C to Sc:.ltilJ.o, Gen . Biecinia, of whom I made 

a !riend in a pecu.l1ar wa;y. One of the Mexican prisoners hati painted what he 

conceived to be a picture of the devil. .It 'WU an ugly thir,g. I borrowed hie paint 

brush &: painted a chain and stake 1 fastening one end of the chain to the stake and 

the other end of the chain to the devil'e leg. Then I wrote under the hideous 

p1ct'Cll'"el • Che.ined for 1000 yeare". Soon after the govP.rnor' a arrival, on '\'isi.ting 

the prison, thiL }Jicture attracted hie attention. He ir.qu:1.red 1" Who chained the 
vaa 

deTi.l & put that ":r.i ti.ng +..here?" I/ pointed out to hi.Jit. He aent at once for a!l 

interpret-er and I had a cood, lone interview w1. th hin, in which I prot..ee~d a£&1nat 

tJw treabaent 1 vae receiving • I clailaed tJut 1 vas a prisoner of var t not 11. 

telonJ that I vu incaroerated with am treated ae one. He had Toops t; JVBel.f 

talala out at onoe " ruerded 1.n .oldier• • quarU.ra, b wv treatlnent u long as we :re

.aiMd 1n that atat. vu u k:1.nd u I coul.d have expected. I .. deed, tl"e eoldiera &: 

.::U t.be ott1oere thoucttt he vu RD1ng to liberate •, but an order ca. fr011 Oen. 



SantA Anna to send All pr.1.sotlt1t'8 on <' lk- ~l'•' ' ' :\ • 

rode as far ns hia tltate c tcn.lt""~d . l.nt!'l 1 mwtl",\ w U1 

Mexico. 

After tho Mr()Onnt to..~k 1'\)' h\'l"~IC \ c~ f l f.''t t., t 'l•l 

to h.\ro, 'mic!1 at UtiOB I could t':lt tl••· At ~an I.u1 l'• 1. • l " 

3 or IJ ot.hors l>ho had l n laft at. tl1at plnt't' r~l\'1.:. 

Santa /.nna• s pnl~co. In abo\\t ) llll.'llth~' lhl Wl't' •lt 11 111 t. U1 

where ne rcrn&inod unt.i 1 O\II' f'i nl'1 11.'bt•rftt,1 (Ill. 

I Iert homo in Oct . l8h2 t. t;tlt hnok tn New., ltlhlt. 1H lhrt 

of thO nriROnGrl!l it 11!1 Wli'IAOUR!ll\l'Y ft\l" lii'J to tiJIM\\, (\It' I h At hlltl 

\\II ' 

tU!"l'l hom, I was Ci''en 1\ doput:r nlerlwhlp in t.hft tl•'\lllt,y tll t•li: 1H, lfl•m, \llmc 

raaa.1ned until I married a daughter of Hev . llotlua U"'"' 11.. Wao 
,:CLtice 
~Wtl.cehfdt:Vashinrrton County, ennnf.f!d in fnt'n\\ nr., AC:Cl\1111\1 \ t ,,,, 

continued bleaein~. 

'. 

I 

I htrH 

, "I I 

Af~r our ret1u-n hom, our gov ' t paid for U1at •~'t•vlcn ft.tl_!, tAt .... h ~11na• 

prisoner. SW>813qi1Cntly a oenslon wan E:rnnl.t•tl tc1 'uwh llllll\lnllutt II• f•J7U. 111 11,1ot\ lion 

to this, I better than all , aft.ur our n•turnour fe~llnw-t~\1 ,\tla 11n l'!l•l• l••l 

to poe1.t1.ona of honor I. truat.. C:ul. 1'1 tthflr, 0\IJ' lcuultn·, .... 

cue•n::: at Oel'Yeetl>nJ ftOM ~ or J w•·re f!},c·t~ll lo o•m•••" "" & 

80'M a'! thOA doubt.hee 1 n Nloocn1t1on or t.luJ1 r ""~'' \tJ4l ''" IJutl n)(llfltl\ t t '"• 

(t\:\ 1'101\) <l liuul\ WI lh111t.fta 
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