Jim Matson Research

Below is a Series of Exchanges between Sherri Underwood and Jan Kelm. Sherri contacted
WCGS through our website asking for help in her family research. This is an example of the
length to which our researchers will go to help those with ties to Washington County. Rather
than charge for services, we merely attach the following to our replies, “We do not ask for
payment for our services, but if you feel that we have given you information that has been
valuable to you, a donation to Washington County Genealogical Society would be greatly
appreciated. We are a 501c3 organization and all donations are tax deductible.”

July 8, 2018
My name is Sherri Underwood and | am looking for information on the Matson Family in
Washington County (pre and post-civil war). They are listed as mulatto on many census records.

Chas Wodsen Matson and Eliza Matson. They had a son named Jim and a daughter Amanda.
Jim had a son named Charlie or Chas. Charlie/Chas had children with a woman named Janine
Harris (we can't find much information on her). They in turn, had Willie Lee (my grandfather),
Judge/IT, Ollie, Eula, Robbie Lee. He also had a wife named Anna Davis after Janine Harris (don't
know what happened to her).

It has been said that Jim Matson killed his wife and/or her lover and escaped to Mexico. We
have found records where his son Charlie/Chas and his 2nd wife Anna crossed the border with
the kids including my grandfather.

Any information would be most helpful.

In Response To Information Sent by Jan Kelm: We are in an uproar over here. We kept hearing
stories that he killed his wife and/or his lover. This doesn't elude to that but | have a feeling it is
more to the story especially since he didn't want to talk to his wife.

Correction to previous information that | had given to you earlier. Charlie/Chas Matson and his
wife Anna applied for a passport to visit Jim Matson in Tampico, Mexico in September, 15th,
1920 not 1926. This would have been 5 years after the last article. From the other information
that you sent me looks like they sold his land around 1915.

Did you search the articles for the man that Jim Matson killed? If not, we might find out more
information.

Various Messages Sent to Sherri in reply to her Query
Here are some articles from local newspapers. | found them on www.texashistory.unt.edu.

They tell a sad story. I’'m thinking that Jim left for Mexico soon after 1915. There are Brenham
newspapers on that site through the late 1920s and | found nothing after 1915.


http://www.texashistory.unt.edu/

| have found three more clippings. The first one | found under Alex Thomas showed the name
of Jim Matson as James Matson. So | looked up James Matson and found two more. Nothing
learned beyond what we knew before but here they are. Oh | don’t know if it said before that
his wife had come to visit but this does.

| would suspect that Jim is the son of Moses and Rosette because they are the right age. The
children of Charles and Tilda don’t agree with Jim and the two sisters mentioned in the deed.
Also, the entry for Charles and Tilda don’t make sense. | don’t believe that Tilda aged 50 was
having those children.

I’m attaching a Word document with my notes about the Matson family. Things | found,
comments to myself so | can keep up with what | know and what | need to find. It may be
something you haven’t found. | also MIGHT try to go to the District Court here and see if there’s
a record of whether they tried him again after he returned from the asylum. As | said there
should have been something in the papers, but even though they are online during the 1920s, it
may be that there’s a time period missing and that’s when he was in there. I'll see if | can find
something this week. It’s pretty fascinating and | have a hard time letting go of it without a little
more understanding of what might have happened to Jim.

Jan Kelm Research Notes

Washington County Marriage records:

Jim Matson married Rose Phillips 28 June 1880

Ollie Matson married Christine Green Darden 12/2/1987

Ollie Matson married Katherine Crenshaw 12/30/1971

Charles Madison married Jane Felder ...Not sure of date, no certificate online and it says
1/1/1900 which the system seems to do when they don’t have a date.

James Madison married Elnora Johnson. Maybe 11/30/1905

James Madison married Katie Cox 5/7/1885

James Madison married Ann Madison 1/17/1869

Rena Madison married Walter Johnson 5/23/1885

Passport application Chas Matson

b. Washington county, July 16, 1881

lives in Trinity County

Passport for himself and wife, Annie b at Trinity Jan 29, 1891
Ula born at Texas 12/04/1904

Ollie? Age 2? Born in Leon Co.

JT aged ?

Charlie age 8

Annie age 6

Robbie age 5

Willie Lee age 1

Father Jim Matson was born in Washington County and is now residing in Mexico.



Reason for passport: to locate father and look after his interests
7 August 1920

There is more info on the actual census, such as occupation, birthplace, etc. that can be looked
at better if necessary.

1870 Washington County, Texas (downloaded)
Matson, Charles, 50, male, black

Matilda, 25, female, black

Georgia, 8, female, black

Mose, 5, male, black

Robert, 3, male, black

Moan, 3/12 male, black

1870 WashingtonCounty Texas
Matson, Mosus, mulatto, male, 50, blacksmith, farmer, Kentucky\
Matson, Rosetta, 50 female, black, virginia

1880 Washington County Tx census: (downloaded)
Roan, Alford age 40

Hiller?, black female, age 36, wife
Lee, Black, male, 17, son

Jimmy, black male, 15, son

Elizabeth, black female, 13, daughter
Willie, black male, 8, son

Emily, black female, 7, daughter
Davy, black male, 5, son

Erastus, black male, 2, son

Roan, Rena, black female, 75, mother

1900 Washington County Texas Census (downloaded)

Matson, James, black male, b. May 1861, age 39, married 19 years

Lizzie, black female, b. 1862, age 37, married 19 years, 4 children, 4 living

Charley, son, b. July 1881, 18 single

Anna, daughter, black female, Nov 1882, 17

Burnet, son, black male, Nov 1884, 15

Ollie, son, black male, Dec 1886, 13

Jim says he’s married 19 years. Census was taken June 16, 1900. Listing above says Jim Matson
Married Rose Phillips on June 18, 1880. But census here shows wife is Lizzie.

1910 Washington County, Texas
Matson, James, mulatto, married 2nd time for 14 years, born Tx both parents born Texas
Matson, Lizzie, wife, mulatto, 40, married 1 time for 14 years, 0 children, Tx



Allen, Anna, daughter, mulatto, 27, widowed, 1 child, 0 living, Texas

| believe this is the same James and Lizzie as in 1900 above. | know the 1900 one says he’s been
married 19 years but people didn’t often understand that and gave the total amount of
marriage with all wives. He probably was married to Rose Phillips as in marriage records

1910 Leon Co

Matson, Charlie, male, mulatto, 29, married 1 time for 6 years
Janis (Janie) wife, mulatto, 30, married 2nd time for 6 years
Thomas son, mulatto, 11,

Eula, daughter, female, mulatto

Ollie, son, mulatto, 1 6/12

Whitaker, John, boarder, male black, 18 single

1920 Trinity, Trinity Co

Matson, Chas, male, black

Janie, wife, 32

Eula, daughter 14

Ollie son, 10

J.T.son, 9

Charlie Jr., son 8

Anna, daughter 4

Thomas son 6/12

Broddie, Thomas, son, 6/12

Matson, Elizabeth, mother, 50, widowed
This looks as if Charlie would be James and Lizzie’s son in 1900.

Findagrave:

Jessie Matson, 22 Sept 1908, 6 August 1972 Flat Prairie Cemeter, son of Jim & Luvateer V
(Newsome) Matson, US Army, WWII

Jessie Mae Matson, April 17, 1938, Oct 27, 2014

Judge T Matson, 17 Aug 1910, 8 Nov 1975, Houston Memorial Gardens, Pearland, son of Charlie
Matson and Janie Harris

Ollie Matson, 9 October 1908, 15 April 1967, Houston National Cemetery, Houston

Willie Lee Matson, 22 May 1919, 19 Jan 1976, Houston National Cemetery.

that 1880 that shows Rena Roan in the same household. Rena...Rhoda... easy to be written
wrong back then.

Deed Records Washington County, Texas
Vol U. p. 247. Dedrich Bremer & Mary Bremer to Moses Matson $700 in Haldeman League 66

7/100 acres. Feb 14, 1866 for $700. One of the witnesses was J. V. Matson. J. V. Matson owned
land west of Long Point and he owned slaves.



Vol Y, p. 109. James E. Shepherd to Moses Matson for $40 in the J. Haldeman League.....where
said Moses lives....containing between 3 & 4 acres for $40. 1 Dec 1867

Vol Z, p. 249. N. J. Turner, guardian, George Irvin, Wesley Irvin, Mary Irvin to Moses Matson in
the Ashley Stevens League 150acres for $850 16 November 1871.

Vol 42, p. 88. M. S. Nunn of Bastrop County sold to Jim Matson for $315 (promissory note
described) the northeast half of the 210 acre tract (see all of this description | have below in Vol
64, p. 376. 10 Feb 1898

V. 45, p. 453. Jim paid off the note in Vol 42, p 88 and this was a release.

V52, p 474 has information regarding family of Rhoda Matson and Mose Matson and their
children. One is James. This is 1905. Look this up

V. 53, p. 458 Thomas Hewett, Leonard Hewett, Willie Sledge formerly Willie Hewett, joined by
her husband John Sledge of the county of Travis for $100 and 2 promissory notes of $100 each,
our undivided 1/3 interest in and to the 150 acres in the Ashley Stevens League......being the
same land conveyed by Nancy S. Turner and others to Moses Matson November 16, 1871 in
Book Z, p. 249

V.58, p. 74: Jim and Lizzie Matson of Washington County sold to Charley Matson of Leon
county. $300 Cash in hand. This being 50 acres out of 150 acres that Moses Matson bought on
November 16, 1871. Part of the Ashley Stephens Headright League. 50 acres out of 150 acres
conveyed by Nancy S. Turner, Geo. Irvin, Mary Irwin, Wesley Irvin to Moses Matson by deed
dated November 16, 1871,........ (now at the end it says: Witness our hand and seal at Colvin this
11 day December 1908. (Jim and Lizzie signed with an X)

| would think that Colvin was up at Flat Prairie because that’s where the Colvins live now but
the notary portion says they signed in Lee County. | see on the League map that that the Ashley
Stevens League is in the Flat Prairie area and is partly in Lee County.

V 64, p. 376: Jim Matson and Lizzie Matson of Washington County for $1500 paid by Grady
McCain and B. F. Teague, the NE half of the 210 acre tract sold by M. G. Wilson to Thos. R. Nunn
Nov 2, 1858 recorded in book G, p. 559, being a part of the Ashley Stevens League and part of
the 425 acre tract sold by C. B. Shepard to said M. G. Wilson, the land here sold being the
northeast half of the 210 acre tract, a full description of said tract book G, p 559. Description of
southwest half of said tract Book 18 Page 371 from J. T. Hardy and wife to Tom Phears June 9,
1884. Said NE half 105 acres being hereby sold.

Also 50 acres of land inherited from Mose Matson, father of Jim Matson, there being originally
150 acres in the tract, said 150 acres being equally divided between Nancy Tarver, Maria
Hewett, and Jim Matson, the 50 acres herein conveyed is the 50 acres set aside to Jim Matson
out of this 150 acres.



The 50 acres above referred to was out of a tract of 150 acres described as follows: And we,
Ben Greer, Turk Madison, Nancy Tarver joined by her husband John Tarver, Willie Sledge joined
by her husband John Sledge, and Lenno Nitus Hewett.....have sold.....unto the said James
Matson of said state and county, 50 acres being undivided in the said Irvin tract containing 150
acres.......... being the same land conveyed by the Irvin heirs to Mose Matson by deed recorded
in Book Z, p 249.....which said tract is to be surveyed among the parties owning interest therein
and their respective shares to be set apart to the herein mentioned.

“To Jim Matson 50 acres off of the Irvin tract”
This deed was dated October 26, 1905, and recorded in Book 52, page 474.
9 June 1913 Jim and Lizzie signed with an x.

Vol 66 p 81 Charles Matson and wife Janie of Leon Co sold the 50 acres in Vol 58, p 74. It
mentions within the deed a second tract of 106 acres in Vol 57, p 203 that Charles got in District
Court Cause 14525 Abbie Jones, etal vs. Charles Matson

Book 66, p. 449 Release of note in Vol 53, p. 458. April 18, 1914

Eddie Harrison, local black historian, often comments on how many black people had a good
amount of money to buy property very soon after Emancipation. The first 3 land deeds above
have Mose Matson spending $1590 for land. This is equivalent to $25, 866 in 2018. That really
doesn’t sound like a lot but if you were coming out of slavery and had nothing, where would
you have gotten that money. There was another slaveowner who we know allowed one of his
slaves to do shoe repair work for other slave holders or other area people and | think got 10
cents for each job. That slaveowner later took that emancipated slave down to Fort Bend
County to help him buy farmland. He didn’t want anyone to take advantage of him so took him
there to help buy the land. This may have happened in various instances. In most census, the
Matson family is shown as black, but in 1900 and 1910, they are mulatto. It is highly likely that
Moses Matson is not really Jim’s father but that Moses wife (Rosetta) and slaveowner James V.
Matson are Jim’s parents. There is no marriage record for Moses and Ro bsettaut | assume that
no slaves had marriage records. James V. Matson was a witness on one of the deeds above. So
he may have done what | mentioned above....made sure that Moses got a good deal....maybe
because that would be good for Rosetta and Jim. This of course is all supposition

1880 Washington County Texas census Pct 4

John Tarver black male, 37 farmer

Nancy Tarver, black female 20, wife

Cooper Robert, black male, 49, minister of the gospel
Mary Tarver, Black female, 15, daughter, servant

Washington County Marriage records
June 7, 1879 John Tarver Nancy Matson
Oct 28, 1877 Thomas Hewett and Maria Matson
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'NEGRO SLAYER AT

THE COUNTY JAIL
MAY NOT RECOVER

James Matson ,negro, now In the
county Jjail, awaiting a preliminary
for the confessed murder of Mr.-:il
Thomas, another negro. near Burton

Saturday night was not Improved
today. The attending physician ad-
vised Bheriff D. E. Teague that It
could be ascertained by night wheth-
er the prisoner had any chance for
recovery. 3

Matson is suffering of a gun-shot |
wound in the side. The injury waa;
caused by the explosion of his own'
gun, which ha was using as a club/
to complete the killing of Thomas,
already prostrate because of a shot.
It was not belleved that the wound
would be necessarily fatal at first,
but the fallure of immediate atten-
tion, it is believed, may cause sep-
tic poisoning. The negro's wife
came from near Burton Wednesday
morning and spent several hours at
the jall. '
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- JIM MATSON
GOT NO BAIL

| The examining trial of Jim Mat-

'son charged viith the killing of a
negro named Thomas wheth ocecur-
e¢d near Burton some time ago was
held Wednesday and Matson was re-
manded to jail without bond.

It will be remembered that it was
claimed that Matson waylaid Tho-
mas and shot him and then used the
ocun as a ¢lub to erush hi= gkull and
that while he was striking his ad.
versary over the head the gun dis-
| charged and inflicted awound in Mat
E.:mfﬁ side, which it was at first
thought would terminate seriously.
The case will be tried at the Septem
''ber term of the District Court.
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Jim Matson, a negro who killed

1’ John Thomas, another negro about

three years ago about some family
trouble and later sent to the asylum
was recently discharged from there
and again arrested at Giddings and
brought to Brenham.

Matson, after killing the negro
Thomas, is said to have clubbed the
| victim with his gun and in so doing

|
|
|
|

i

| the gun is said to have been dis-
charged, the shot striking him in the
side.

Matson was arrested and placed in
jail, medical attention was secured
and he was soon able to be about.
This, however, was not to Matson’s
liking and he immediately began to
fast, hoping thereby to create the
impression that he was insane. The

| ruse worked well and he was later

tried and sent to the insane asylum.
After a stay of about two vears
'he was released early in January and

' | started to farm at his old home.
| This became known to the authori-|

| ties and a watch was kept on the ne-

EIg‘rlnr with the result as above stated.

This new development in the case

'|will be watched with interest and
‘| there is no doubt that he will bel

tried at the next term of the district
court.
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Inr jull atnce last April was taken to
the lmsane Asylum al Austin las
| night, sand will spend the rlluthd-r
of his dayy there, unless be régnins
I right mind, in which svent be will
be hrought back to Arenbam
tried on A charge of marder
There |s something strangely pa-
[ thetic in the story, and troubles of
this old darkey, whoss days are now
im the shadow of the grave. Had
ubnmolesied

llll-l

i probable thai his dave will be cut
much shorter,
All his lile has been
|knows & & galel, Iaw-abldlog and
| pearsable negro-—a white man's ne-

Mutson

gro e was called by all who know
him, mand his frleadship for ihe
| white people never Ragged. He (v.
#d in the Fiat Prairie pelghborbood
:'l miles from the town of Burion in
i the edge of the Yegua oresk botlom
H# owned his home and farm and
had guite = lot of land additional, to |
eay nothing of various Kkinds of
siock and other property

The records of ithe varlogs courts
of Waskington County showed that
Matson was an unknown factor so
far a¢ & breaker of the laws wers
He paid his poll iaxes

and other taxes, attendsd to his owe

con e P

businessg and porsoed (he oven t#nor
of his way, uondisturbéed and disturb-

But the hour of fate
him
peighbors, saother darkey, ¢lrcuilal-
ed the report thel old man Matson
bad besn gulliy of eriminal eéonduct
towarde & young negro Eirl In thie
neighborhood. Maison, on hearing
e@f The l-r-rﬂﬂﬂﬂll few inte B Fage

ing nolsody

siruck for when one of his

e bwen lefl slone and ;

it is barely possible that he would

have lived butl few yeary longer al

" ihe most, and since the trouble which

:hu recently overtaken him, I (= :
|

[ andl veslisl his anger by (hreaten-
bing to whip nis traduesr on sight,

i The name of the man who had
thus bandied the name of Matson,
|'n-l Alex Thomas, and a few dln;
later Thomasg and Matson mel 8t
{some kind of public gatharing. A
CdiMeulty took place precipitated by

e ————————————

L Jim Matson, the old colored man | Maison, so it was stated, aud for
who has been confined In the eoun-| wiich he was Indicied In Justice

| emde with the shot gan, and began

' and the othar load of buckshot was

I'“rL
Rurton.

One Saturday Matson and Thomas

ré both in Burton. Probably It
was Lthe day on which the case wan
ealled for trial

Matson hurried homeward frst)
sscufsl a double-barrelsd shol gun
and walted for Thomas o come
slong, Finally sa Thomas came
driving along be was saddenly cos-
fronted by Matson, the man whom
he bad loat hours in  talking about
face (o face with the deadly shot-
gun. He begged for mercy, but no
mercy came to him,  Deliberately
Matson tolg bhim of his doings and
while the pleadings of Thomas wers
still ringing in his ears he blew the
man's bralng oul. Then hs changed

The case was pndu:hl

to beat the head of hia victim into
2 pulp. A8 he wan doing so, Neme-
sla of mome kind pulled the irigger

discharged Into the body of Mal-
Wounded almosi unto death,
|'ll" went home, remalbed there over
night and the next day came to Buor-!
teett, b thendée jo Brenham, all '."hlii
time without surgical attention.

Plagad io jall, he hovered befween
life nbd death many weeky bul B-
nally recaovered. Then he iried o
el his throat. Next he tried to|
starve himself 1o death, Wikh
brought around by jhe slght of a
Twice he sent
for his wifs, and 1wles senl her
Away with curses 4s she came 16 the
prison In answer (0 his roguesl.

bt

hig watarmmelos.

Last night, when the :_:.llﬂn. fame
tn take hm 1o the asylum, he clung
In 1IH'|||r.l.tinn to the lrom cell with
both Bands and begged to nol be
taken away and had o b forced
loose by the combined eNoris of 1he
oflcers.,

His In a pliiable case Indend, and
shows how calamity may come, and
how it may be brought about, for
nothing and about nothing. by peo-
ple who cannol el wall enough slone
and atteid (o their own busitess.




JIM MATSON TO BE
~ PLACED AT INSANE
 ASYLUM IN AUSTIN

Ther Sherifi's department was no-
tified this morning by the Austin
Jauthnritles that there is now room
'at the insane asylum for Jim Mat-
~son, the old colored man who has
' been confined in jail here quite &
' while, and that it would be a good
|idea to bring him on at the ear-

'liest possible moment. ;
I

The necessary arrangements Aare
heing made and it is probable that
-Matmn will leave today for his fu~
(ture home, inside the walls of the
| insane asylum.




JIM MATSON TO BE
PLACED AT INSANE
ASYLUM IN AUSTIN

Ther Sheriff's department was no-

tified this morning by the Austin
authorities that there is now room

iat the insane asylum for Jim Mat-
son, the old colored man who has
been confined in jail here quite a
while, and that It would be a good
idea to bring him on at the ear-
liest possible moment.

The necessary arrangements are
being made and it Is probable that
Matson will leave todav for his fu-
ture home, inside the walls of the

insane asylum.
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