
Jim Matson Research 
 
Below is a Series of Exchanges between Sherri Underwood and Jan Kelm. Sherri contacted 
WCGS through our website asking for help in her family research. This is an example of the 
length to which our researchers will go to help those with ties to Washington County. Rather 
than charge for services, we merely attach the following to our replies, “We do not ask for 
payment for our services, but if you feel that we have given you information that has been 
valuable to you, a donation to Washington County Genealogical Society would be greatly 
appreciated.  We are a 501c3 organization and all donations are tax deductible.” 

 
July 8, 2018 
My name is Sherri Underwood and I am looking for information on the Matson Family in 
Washington County (pre and post-civil war). They are listed as mulatto on many census records. 
 
Chas Wodsen Matson and Eliza Matson. They had a son named Jim and a daughter Amanda. 
Jim had a son named Charlie or Chas. Charlie/Chas had children with a woman named Janine 
Harris (we can't find much information on her). They in turn, had Willie Lee (my grandfather), 
Judge/JT, Ollie, Eula, Robbie Lee. He also had a wife named Anna Davis after Janine Harris (don't 
know what happened to her). 
 
It has been said that Jim Matson killed his wife and/or her lover and escaped to Mexico. We 
have found records where his son Charlie/Chas and his 2nd wife Anna crossed the border with 
the kids including my grandfather. 
 
Any information would be most helpful. 
 
In Response To Information Sent by Jan Kelm: We are in an uproar over here. We kept hearing 
stories that he killed his wife and/or his lover. This doesn't elude to that but I have a feeling it is 
more to the story especially since he didn't want to talk to his wife. 
 
Correction to previous information that I had given to you earlier. Charlie/Chas Matson and his 
wife Anna applied for a passport to visit Jim Matson in Tampico, Mexico in September, 15th, 
1920 not 1926. This would have been 5 years after the last article. From the other information 
that you sent me looks like they sold his land around 1915. 
 
Did you search the articles for the man that Jim Matson killed? If not, we might find out more 
information.  
 
Various Messages Sent to Sherri in reply to her Query 
 
Here are some articles from local newspapers. I found them on www.texashistory.unt.edu. 
They tell a sad story. I’m thinking that Jim left for Mexico soon after 1915. There are Brenham 
newspapers on that site through the late 1920s and I found nothing after 1915. 
 

http://www.texashistory.unt.edu/


I have found three more clippings. The first one I found under Alex Thomas showed the name 
of Jim Matson as James Matson. So I looked up James Matson and found two more. Nothing 
learned beyond what we knew before but here they are. Oh I don’t know if it said before that 
his wife had come to visit but this does. 
 
I would suspect that Jim is the son of Moses and Rosette because they are the right age. The 
children of Charles and Tilda don’t agree with Jim and the two sisters mentioned in the deed. 
Also, the entry for Charles and Tilda don’t make sense. I don’t believe that Tilda aged 50 was 
having those children. 
 
I’m attaching a Word document with my notes about the Matson family. Things I found, 
comments to myself so I can keep up with what I know and what I need to find. It may be 
something you haven’t found. I also MIGHT try to go to the District Court here and see if there’s 
a record of whether they tried him again after he returned from the asylum. As I said there 
should have been something in the papers, but even though they are online during the 1920s, it 
may be that there’s a time period missing and that’s when he was in there. I’ll see if I can find 
something this week. It’s pretty fascinating and I have a hard time letting go of it without a little 
more understanding of what might have happened to Jim. 
 
Jan Kelm Research Notes 
 
Washington County Marriage records: 
Jim Matson married Rose Phillips 28 June 1880 
Ollie Matson married Christine Green Darden 12/2/1987 
Ollie Matson married Katherine Crenshaw 12/30/1971 
Charles Madison married Jane Felder …Not sure of date, no certificate online and it says 
1/1/1900 which the system seems to do when they don’t have a date. 
James Madison married Elnora Johnson. Maybe 11/30/1905 
James Madison married Katie Cox 5/7/1885 
James Madison married Ann Madison 1/17/1869 
Rena Madison married Walter Johnson 5/23/1885 
 
Passport application Chas Matson 
b. Washington county, July 16, 1881 
lives in Trinity County 
Passport for himself and wife, Annie b at Trinity Jan 29, 1891 
Ula born at _____ Texas 12/04/1904 
Ollie? Age 2? Born in Leon Co. 
JT aged ? 
Charlie age 8 
Annie age 6 
Robbie age 5 
Willie Lee age 1 
Father Jim Matson was born in Washington County and is now residing in Mexico.  



Reason for passport: to locate father and look after his interests 
7 August 1920 
 
There is more info on the actual census, such as occupation, birthplace, etc. that can be looked 
at better if necessary. 
 
1870 Washington County, Texas (downloaded) 
Matson, Charles, 50, male, black 
Matilda, 25, female, black 
Georgia, 8, female, black 
Mose, 5, male, black 
Robert, 3, male, black 
Moan, 3/12 male, black 
 
1870 WashingtonCounty Texas 
Matson, Mosus, mulatto, male, 50, blacksmith, farmer, Kentucky\ 
Matson, Rosetta, 50 female, black, virginia 
 
1880 Washington County Tx census: (downloaded) 
Roan, Alford age 40 
Hiller?, black female, age 36, wife 
Lee, Black, male, 17, son 
Jimmy, black male, 15, son 
Elizabeth, black female, 13, daughter 
Willie, black male, 8, son 
Emily, black female, 7, daughter 
Davy, black male, 5, son 
Erastus, black male, 2, son 
Roan, Rena, black female, 75, mother 
Madison, jim, mulatto, male, 19, occupation: stopping, stopping????? 
 
1900 Washington County Texas Census (downloaded) 
Matson, James, black male, b. May 1861, age 39, married 19 years 
Lizzie, black female, b. 1862, age 37, married 19 years, 4 children, 4 living 
Charley, son, b. July 1881, 18 single 
Anna, daughter, black female, Nov 1882, 17 
Burnet, son, black male, Nov 1884, 15 
Ollie, son, black male, Dec 1886, 13 
Jim says he’s married 19 years. Census was taken June 16, 1900. Listing above says Jim Matson 
Married Rose Phillips on June 18, 1880. But census here shows wife is Lizzie. 
 
1910 Washington County, Texas  
Matson, James, mulatto, married 2nd time for 14 years, born Tx both parents born Texas 
Matson, Lizzie, wife, mulatto, 40, married 1 time for 14 years, 0 children, Tx 



Allen, Anna, daughter, mulatto, 27, widowed, 1 child, 0 living, Texas 
I believe this is the same James and Lizzie as in 1900 above. I know the 1900 one says he’s been 
married 19 years but people didn’t often understand that and gave the total amount of 
marriage with all wives. He probably was married to Rose Phillips as in marriage records 
 
1910 Leon Co 
Matson, Charlie, male, mulatto, 29, married 1 time for 6 years 
Janis (Janie) wife, mulatto, 30, married 2nd time for 6 years 
Thomas son, mulatto, 11,  
Eula, daughter, female, mulatto 
Ollie, son, mulatto, 1 6/12 
Whitaker, John, boarder, male black, 18 single 
 
1920 Trinity, Trinity Co 
Matson, Chas, male, black 
Janie, wife, 32 
Eula, daughter 14 
Ollie son, 10 
J. T. son, 9 
Charlie Jr., son 8 
Anna, daughter 4 
Thomas son 6/12 
Broddie, Thomas, son, 6/12 
Matson, Elizabeth, mother, 50, widowed 
This looks as if Charlie would be James and Lizzie’s son in 1900. 
 
Findagrave: 
Jessie Matson, 22 Sept 1908, 6 August 1972 Flat Prairie Cemeter, son of Jim & Luvateer V 
(Newsome) Matson, US Army, WWII 
Jessie Mae Matson, April 17, 1938, Oct 27, 2014 
Judge T Matson, 17 Aug 1910, 8 Nov 1975, Houston Memorial Gardens, Pearland, son of Charlie 
Matson and Janie Harris 
Ollie Matson, 9 October 1908, 15 April 1967, Houston National Cemetery, Houston 
Willie Lee Matson, 22 May 1919, 19 Jan 1976, Houston National Cemetery. 
 
that 1880 that shows Rena Roan in the same household. Rena…Rhoda… easy to be written 
wrong back then. 
 
Deed Records Washington County, Texas 
 
Vol U. p. 247. Dedrich Bremer & Mary Bremer to Moses Matson $700 in Haldeman League 66 
7/100 acres. Feb 14, 1866 for $700. One of the witnesses was J. V. Matson. J. V. Matson owned 
land west of Long Point and he owned slaves.  
 



Vol Y, p. 109. James E. Shepherd to Moses Matson for $40 in the J. Haldeman League…..where 
said Moses lives….containing between 3 & 4 acres for $40. 1 Dec 1867 
 
Vol Z, p. 249. N. J. Turner, guardian, George Irvin, Wesley Irvin, Mary Irvin to Moses Matson in 
the Ashley Stevens League 150acres for $850 16 November 1871. 
 
Vol 42, p. 88. M. S. Nunn of Bastrop County sold to Jim Matson for $315 (promissory note 
described) the northeast half of the 210 acre tract (see all of this description I have below in Vol 
64, p. 376. 10 Feb 1898 
 
V. 45, p. 453. Jim paid off the note in Vol 42, p 88 and this was a release. 
 
V52, p 474 has information regarding family of Rhoda Matson and Mose Matson and their 
children. One is James. This is 1905. Look this up 
 
V. 53, p. 458 Thomas Hewett, Leonard Hewett, Willie Sledge formerly Willie Hewett, joined by 
her husband John Sledge of the county of Travis for $100 and 2 promissory notes of $100 each, 
our undivided 1/3 interest in and to the 150 acres in the Ashley Stevens League……being the 
same land conveyed by Nancy S. Turner and others to Moses Matson November 16, 1871 in 
Book Z, p. 249  
 
V. 58, p. 74: Jim and Lizzie Matson of Washington County sold to Charley Matson of Leon 
county. $300 Cash in hand. This being 50 acres out of 150 acres that Moses Matson bought on 
November 16, 1871. Part of the Ashley Stephens Headright League. 50 acres out of 150 acres 
conveyed by Nancy S. Turner, Geo. Irvin, Mary Irwin, Wesley Irvin to Moses Matson by deed 
dated November 16, 1871,……..(now at the end it says: Witness our hand and seal at Colvin this 
11 day December 1908. (Jim and Lizzie signed with an X)  
 
I would think that Colvin was up at Flat Prairie because that’s where the Colvins live now but 
the notary portion says they signed in Lee County. I see on the League map that that the Ashley 
Stevens League is in the Flat Prairie area and is partly in Lee County. 
 
V 64, p. 376: Jim Matson and Lizzie Matson of Washington County for $1500 paid by Grady 
McCain and B. F. Teague, the NE half of the 210 acre tract sold by M. G. Wilson to Thos. R. Nunn 
Nov 2, 1858 recorded in book G, p. 559, being a part of the Ashley Stevens League and part of 
the 425 acre tract sold by C. B. Shepard to said M. G. Wilson, the land here sold being the 
northeast half of the 210 acre tract, a full description of said tract book G, p 559. Description of 
southwest half of said tract Book 18 Page 371 from J. T. Hardy and wife to Tom Phears June 9, 
1884. Said NE half 105 acres being hereby sold. 
 
Also 50 acres of land inherited from Mose Matson, father of Jim Matson, there being originally 
150 acres in the tract, said 150 acres being equally divided between Nancy Tarver, Maria 
Hewett, and Jim Matson, the 50 acres herein conveyed is the 50 acres set aside to Jim Matson 
out of this 150 acres. 



 
The 50 acres above referred to was out of a tract of 150 acres described as follows: And we, 
Ben Greer, Turk Madison, Nancy Tarver joined by her husband John Tarver, Willie Sledge joined 
by her husband John Sledge, and Lenno Nitus Hewett…..have sold…..unto the said James 
Matson of said state and county, 50 acres being undivided in the said Irvin tract containing 150 
acres……….being the same land conveyed by the Irvin heirs to Mose Matson by deed recorded 
in Book Z, p 249…..which said tract is to be surveyed among the parties owning interest therein 
and their respective shares to be set apart to the herein mentioned. 
 
“To Jim Matson 50 acres off of the Irvin tract” 
This deed was dated October 26, 1905, and recorded in Book 52, page 474. 
9 June 1913 Jim and Lizzie signed with an x. 
 
Vol 66 p 81 Charles Matson and wife Janie of Leon Co sold the 50 acres in Vol 58, p 74. It 
mentions within the deed a second tract of 106 acres in Vol 57, p 203 that Charles got in District 
Court Cause 14525 Abbie Jones, etal vs. Charles Matson 
 
Book 66, p. 449 Release of note in Vol 53, p. 458. April 18, 1914 
 
Eddie Harrison, local black historian, often comments on how many black people had a good 
amount of money to buy property very soon after Emancipation. The first 3 land deeds above 
have Mose Matson spending $1590 for land. This is equivalent to $25, 866 in 2018. That really 
doesn’t sound like a lot but if you were coming out of slavery and had nothing, where would 
you have gotten that money. There was another slaveowner who we know allowed one of his 
slaves to do shoe repair work for other slave holders or other area people and I think got 10 
cents for each job. That slaveowner later took that emancipated slave down to Fort Bend 
County to help him buy farmland. He didn’t want anyone to take advantage of him so took him 
there to help buy the land. This may have happened in various instances. In most census, the 
Matson family is shown as black, but in 1900 and 1910, they are mulatto. It is highly likely that 
Moses Matson is not really Jim’s father but that Moses wife (Rosetta) and slaveowner James V. 
Matson are Jim’s parents. There is no marriage record for Moses and Ro bsettaut I assume that 
no slaves had marriage records. James V. Matson was a witness on one of the deeds above. So 
he may have done what I mentioned above….made sure that Moses got a good deal….maybe 
because that would be good for Rosetta and Jim. This of course is all supposition 
 
1880 Washington County Texas census Pct 4 
John Tarver black male, 37 farmer 
Nancy Tarver, black female 20, wife 
Cooper Robert, black male, 49, minister of the gospel 
Mary Tarver, Black female, 15, daughter, servant 
 
Washington County Marriage records 
June 7, 1879 John Tarver Nancy Matson 
Oct 28, 1877 Thomas Hewett and Maria Matson 
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