
The Too Short Life of Ignac Jankowski 
 
Using various online search tools, the WCGS explored the life and death of Ignac Jankowski, one 
of the young men from our county who were casualties of WWI. We used the following sites: 
Ancestry.com (paid) 
Newspapers.com (paid) 
Newsbank.com (paid) 
Fold3.com (paid) – we didn’t use this but could have 
Portals to Texas History (texashistory.unt.edu) 
Findagrave.com (no registration required to search) 
Familysearch.org (free registration required) 
Edoctecinc.com (select Washington County from drop down) 
 
Three techniques we used to limit searches: 
Quotes around a name such as “Ignac Jankowski” 
A wildcard * to ignore a particular letter such as J*ankowski 
On edoctecinc.com a partial name to call up everything with those letters such as Jank 
 
  



Ignac Jankowski was born on 9 August 1896 according to his draft registration (although 
elsewhere he is recorded as being born May 1897 and 26 July 1896) in Washington County, 
Texas to Rosalie Wozniak, age 41, and John Jankowski, age 42. His parents arrived from Poland 
about 1893 bringing six children with them. Once in Texas they had six more children including 
Ignac. 
 
Ignac was recorded in two census record: 1900 and 1910 
 
1900 census 
Name: Ignats Yankoski 
Age: 3 
Birth Date: May 1897 
Birthplace: Texas 
Home in 1900: Justice Precinct 2, Washington, 
Texas 
House Number: 243 
Sheet Number: 24 
Number of Dwelling in Order of Visitation: 382 
Family Number: 390 
Race: White 
Gender: Male 
Relation to Head of House: Son 
Marital Status: Single 
Father's name: John Yankoski 
Father's Birthplace: Germany 
Mother's name: Rosie Yankoski 
Mother's Birthplace: Poland, Germany 
Can Read: No 
Can Write: No 
Can Speak English: Yes 
 
 

1910 Census 
Name Ike Yonkowskiy 
Age in 1910: 14 
Birth Year: abt 1896 
Birthplace: Texas 
Home in 1910: Justice Precinct 2, Washington, 
Texas 
Street: Lock Hart Road 
Race: White 
Gender: Male 
Relation to Head of House: Son 
Marital Status: Single 
Father's name: John Yonkesko 
Father's Birthplace: Germany 
Mother's name: Rosa Yonkesko 
Mother's Birthplace: Germany 
Native Tongue: Polish 
Occupation: Farm Laborer 
Industry: Home Farm 
Employer, Employee or Other: Wage Earner 
Attended School: Yes 
Able to Read: Yes 
Able to Write: Yes 
Out of Work: N 

  



He registered for the draft on 5 June 1917 and signed his form with an X indicating his mark. 

 
He was called up to serve and was scheduled to depart to Camp Travis near San Antonio, Texas  
on 25 June 1918. 

 
  



He died of pneumonia on October 20, 1918, in Duval, Florida, at the age of 22, and was 
returned to Chappell Hill, Washington County, Texas. He was buried in Saint Stanislaus Catholic 
Cemetery which was marked by a hand carved headstone with the details of his life recorded in 
Polish. 
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